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AD  VERT  I  SEMENT 


TH I S  edition  ®f  the  celebrated  Letters 
of  Junius,  is  given  as  a  more  coiru- 
piete  one  than  any  yet  publifticd.  In 
what  is  called  the  author's  ovi^n  edition, 
THREE  FOURTHS  of  the  Letter  refpedl- 
ing  the  Bill  of  Rights,  the  moft  important 
one  in  the  collection,  were  omitted.  All 
thefe  omiffions  ar6  reftored  to  their  proper- 
places  in  this  edition. 

Fourteen  Letters  are  alfo  added  to 
this  edition  :  They  are  either  Letters  writ- 
ten by  Junius,  or  Letters  to  which  he  has 
replied  ;  and,  on  that  account,  juftice  feem- 
ed  to  require,  that  they  fliould  be  ranged 
along  with  his  anfwers  to  them.  Thefe 
Letters  are  marked  with  a  ftar.  A.  variety 
of  Explanatory  Notes  have  alfo  been  ad- 
ded >:  fome  of  which  have  been  noticed  in: 
the  contents  ;  but  the  whole  of  them  were 
too  numerous  to  be  fo  diftinguifhed. 

It   is  proper   to  obferve,     that   the   Let- 
ters figned   Philg    Junius    were    written     by 

Junius,, 


U  A  D  V  E  R  T  I  S  E  M  !■    N'  r. 

Junius,  In  this  edition,  a  niiitake  com* 
mitted  in  the  author's  edition  has  been  a- 
voided.  In  that  edition,  the  Letter  of  Philo 
Juniuf,  dated  May  22d,  1771?  is  infertcd 
twtce  ;  the  fir  11  time  in  Volume  Firft  as  a 
Note  to  the  twentieth  Letter,  and  the  fe- 
cond  time  in  Volume  Second,  as  the  forty- 
fixth  Letter. 


M.  DK 


M.     DE     L  O  L  M  E      ' 

ON      THE 

LIBERTY    OF    THE    P  HE  S  S. 


«  "T-BrrHOEVER  confiders  what  It   is,. 
"     VV     that  conftitutes  the  moving  princi- 
"  pie  of  what  we  call  great  afFairsj  and  the 
"  invincible  renfibility  of  man  to  the  opinion 
"  of  his  fellow- creatures,  will  not  hefitate  to 
"  affirm  that,  if  It  were  poffible  for  the  li- 
"  berty  of  the  prefs  to  exi^ft  in  a  defpotic  go- 
'**vernment,  and,  (what  is  not  lefs  difficult) 
"  for  it  to  exift  without  changing  the  confti- 
"  tution,  this  liberty  of  the  prefs  would   a- 
"  lone  form  a  counterpoife  to  the  power  of 
"  the  prince.     If^  for  example,  in  an  empire 
"of  the  Eaft,  a  fan(Sluary  could   be  found, 
"which,  rendered  refpedlable  by  the  ancient 
"  religion  of  the  people,  might  infure  fafety 
"  to   thofe,  who   fhould   bring   tlilther   their. 
"  obfervations  of  any  kind;    and  tliat,  from 
"  thence,  printed  papers  fhould  iiTue,   which 
"  under  a  certain  feal,  might  be  equally  re- 
"  fpedtcd  ^  and  which,  in  their  daily  appear- 
'*  ancc,  fhould  examine  and  freely  difciifs  the 
"  conduct  of   the   Cadis,   the  Balhaws,    the 
'*  Vizir,  the  Divan,  and  the  Sultan   himfeif, 
"  that    would    introduce    immediately    fome 
**  degree  of  liberty." 


Erratum  i  Letter  XXXllT.  fhould  be  numbered 
XXXII.  and  Utter  XXXiV.  flxould  be  XXXIII, 
suvi  fo  on  to  the  end* 
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JUNIUS,       Sec. 
LETTER    I. 

TO     THE      PRINTER     OF     THE     PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER, 

SIR,  21  January  1769. 

/  I  A  H  E  Tub  ml  {Ron  of  a  free  people  to 
i  the  executive-  authority  of  govern- 
rrrcnt  is  no  more  than  a  compliance  with 
laws,  which  they  themfclves  have  ena61ed. 
While  the  national  honour  is  firmly  main- 
tained abroad,  and  while  juftice  is  impartially 
adminiftered  at  home,  the  obedience  of  the 
fubject  will  be  voluntary,  chearful,  and  I 
might  almoft  fay  unlimited.  A  generous 
nation  is  grateful  even  for  the  prcfervation 
of  its  rights,  and  willingly  extends  the  rcfpe6t 
due  to  the  office  of  a  good  prince  into  an 
affection  for  his  perfon.  Loyalty,  in  the 
heart  and  under  Handing  of  an  Englifhman, 
is  a  rational  attachment  to  the  guardian  of 
the  laws.  Prejudices  and  paflion  have  fome- 
times  carried  it  to  a  criminal  length;  and, 
whatever  foreigners  may  imagine,  we  know 
that  Englifhinen  have  erred  as  much  in  a 
Vol.  I  B  mif- 
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miftaken  zeal*iror  particular  perfons  and  fa^ 
milles,  as  they  ever  did  in  defence  of  what 
they  thought  mofl  dear  and  interefting  to 
themfelves. 

It  naturally  fills  us  with  refentment,  to  fee 
fuch  a  temper  infulted  and  abufed.  In  read- 
ing the  hiftory  of  a  free  people,  whofe  rights 
have  been  invaded,  we  are  intereded  in 
their  caufe.  Our  own  feelings  tell  us  how 
long  they  ought  to  have  fubmitted,  and  at 
what  moment  it  would  have  been  treachery 
to  themfelves  not  to  have  refifted.  How 
jnuch  warmer  will  be  our  refentment,  if  ex- 
|5erience  fhould  bring  the  fatal  example  home 
£0  ourfelves ! 

The  fituation  of  this  country  is  alarming 
enough  to  roufe  the  attention  of  every  man, 
who  pretends  to  a  concern  for  the  public  wel- 
fare. Appearances  juftify  fufpicion  j  and, 
when  the  fafety  of  a  nation  is  at  flake,  fuf- 
picion  is  a  juft  ground  of  enquiry.  Let  us 
enter  into  it  with  candour  and  decency.  Re- 
fpedt  is  due  to  the  ftation  of  minifters  ;  and, 
if  a  refolution  muft  at  lafl  be  taken,  there  is 
none  fo  likely  to  be  fupported  with  firm- 
■ne(s,  as  that  which  has  been  adopted  with 
moderation. 

The  ruin  or  profperlty  of  a  ftate  depends 

fo 
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("o   much  upon,  the  adminiflration  of  its  go- 
vernment,   that,  to   be   acquainted    with  the 
merit   of  a   miniftry,    we  need    only  obferve 
the    condition    of   the    people.     If    we    fee 
them    obedient    to    the    laws,    profperous  in 
their    induftry,     united     at    home,    and    re- 
fpe6led     abroad,     we     may    reafonably     pre- 
fume    that   their     affairs    are   condudled    by 
men  of  experience,  abilities,  and  virtue.     If, 
on  the  contrary,  we  fee  an  univerfal  fpirit  of 
diftruft     and    difTatisfadion^    a    rapid    decay 
of  trade,  diflentions  in   all  parts  of  the   em- 
pire, and  a  total   lofs   of  refpedl   in  the  eyes 
of     foreign    powers,    we     may    pronounce, 
without   hefitation,    that    the  government  of 
that    country    is    weak,   diftradled,   and   cor- 
rupt.    The  multitude,   in   all  countries,  are 
patient    to    a    certain   point.     Ill  ufage  may 
roufe  their  indignation,  and  hurry  them  in- 
to excefTes,  but  the  original  fault  is  in   go- 
vernment.    Perhaps   there  never  was  an  in- 
ftance  of  a  change  in  the  circumftances  and 
temper    of    a    whole   nation,  Co  fudden  and 
extraordinary  as  that  which   the  mifcondudl 
of    mkiifters   has,  within    thefe    few    years, 
produced     in     Great     Britain.     When    our 
gracious   fovereign   afcended  the   throne,   we 
were  a  flouriftiing  and  a  contented  people*     If 
the   perfonal  virtues  of   a  king    could    have 
infured    the  happinefs   of   his    fubjedts,    the 
fcene  could  not  have  altered  fo  entirely  as 
'  B  2  k 
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it  has  done.  The  idea  of  uniting  all  par- 
ties, of  trying  all  charaders,  and  diftribut- 
ing  the  offices  of  ftate  by  rotation,  was 
gracious  and  benevolent  to  an  extreme, 
though  it  has  not  yet  produced  the  many 
falutary  effe6ts  which  were  intended  by  it. 
To  fay  nothing  of  the  wifdom  of  fuch  a 
plan,  it  undoubtedly  arofe  from  an  un- 
bounded goodnefs  of  heart,  in  which  folly 
had  no  fhare.  It  was  not  a  capricious  par- 
tiality to  new  faces  ; — it  was  not  a  natural 
turn  for  low  intrigue  ;  nor  was  it  the 
treacherous  amufement  of  double  and  triple 
negotiations.  No,  Sir,  it  arofe  from  a  con- 
tinued anxiety,  in  the  pureft  of  all  poffible 
hearts,  for  the  general  welfare.  Unfortunately 
for  us,  the  event  has  not  been  anfwerable  to 
the  defign.  After  a  rapid  fucceffion  of  changes 
we  are  reduced  to  that  flate,  which  hardly  any 
change  can  mend.  Yet  there  is  no  extremity 
of  diftrefs,  which  of  itfelf  ought  to  reduce  a 
great  nation  to  defpair.  It  is  not  the  difordef 
but  the  phyfician  ; — it  is  not  a  cafual  con- 
currence of  calamitous  circumflances,  it  is 
the  pernicious  hand  of  government,-  which 
alone  can  make  a  whole  people  defperate. 

Without  much  political  fagacity,  or 
any  extraordinary  depth  of  obfervation,  we 
n?ed  only  mark  how  the  principal  depart- 
ments of  the  ftate  are  beftowed,  and  look  no 

farther 
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farther  for  the  true  caufc  of  every  mifchief 
that  befals  us.- 

*  The  finances  of  a  nation,  frnking  under 

its  debts   and  expences,  are  committed  to  a 

B  3  )oung 

*  When  rfie  0uke  of  Grafton  firft  entered'  Intb 
office,  it  was  the  fafliion  of  the  times  to  fuppofe  that 
young  men  miglit  have  wllclom  without  experience. 
They  thoiightfo  themfelve«,  andthemo(\  important  af- 
fairs of  this  country  were  committed  to  the  firft' trial  of 
rhelr  abilities.  His  Grace  had  honourably  fiefht  his 
jrralden  fword  in  the  field  of  oppofition,  and  had  gone 
through  all  the  dirdpline  of  the  minority  with  credit. 
He  dined  at  Wildman's,  railed  at  favourites?,  looked 
np  to  Lord  Chatham  with  aftonifhment,  snd  was  the  de- 
clared advocate  of  Mr.  Wilkes.  It  afterwards  pleafed 
his  Grace  to  enter  into  adminlftratlon  with  his-friend  I-ord 
Rockingham,  and,  In  a  very  little  time,  it  pleafed  his 
Grace  to  abandon  him.  He  then  accepted  of  the  trea- 
fiiry  upon  terms  which  Lord  Temple  had  difdained. 
For  a  fliort  time  his  fubmilTion  to  Lord  Chatham  was 
unlimited.  He  could  notanfwer  a  private  letter  with- 
out Lord  Chatham's  permlffion.  I  prelume  he  was 
then  learning  his  trade,, for  he  foon  fet  up  for  hlmfelf. 
Until  he  declared  himfelf  the  minifter,  his  character  had 
hetn  but  little  underftood.  From  that  moment  a  Cydem 
of  conduft,  dlre61ed  by  pafTian  and  caprice,  not  only 
reminds  us  that  he  Is  a  young  man,  but  a  young  man 
without  folidity  or  judgment.  One  day  he  defponds 
and  threatens  to  refign.  The  next,  he  finds  his  blood 
heated,  and  fwears  to  his  friend  he  is  determined  to  go 
on.  In  his  public  meafures  we  have  leen  no  proof  ei- 
ther of  ability  or  confiftencc.     The  Stamp-aft  had  been 

repealed 
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yoiiiig  nobleman  already  ruined  by  play.  In- 
troduced  to  a6t  under  the  aufpices  of  Lord 
Chatham,  and  left  at  the  head  of  aftairs  by 
that  nobleman's  retreat,  he  became  minifter 

repealed  (no  matter  how  iin wifely)  under  the  prececfing 
adminiftration.  The  colonies  had  reafon  to  tiiimifh, 
andV/ere  returning  to  their  good  humour.  The  point 
■was  decided,  when  this  young  man  thought  proper  to 
revive  it.  Without  either  plan  or  necelTity,  he  adopts 
the  fpirit  of  Mr.  Grenvllle's  meafvu-es,  and  renews  the 
queftion  of  taxation  in  afornxmore  odious  and  lefs  ef- 
fectual than  that  of  the  law,  which  had  been  repealed. 

With  refpefl  to  the  invafion  of  Corfica,  it  will  be 
matter  of  parliamentary  enquiry,  whether  he  has  carried 
on  a  fecret  negociation  with  the  French  court,  in  term^ 
contradiflory  to  tlie  refolution  of  council,  and  to  the 
ihftru6lions  drawn  up  thereupon  by  hisMajefty's  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate.  If  it  ihali  appear  that  he  has  quitted  the 
line  of  his  department  to  betray  the  honour  and  fecurity 
of  his  country,  and  if  there  be  a  power  fufficient  to 
prote61  hiin,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  agalnft  public  juftice,  the 
conftitution  of  Great  Britain  is  at  an  end. 

His  ftanding  foremoft  in  the  perfecution  of  Mr. 
Wilkes,  if  former  declarations  and  conneflions  becon- 
fidered,  isbafe  and  contemptible.  The  man,  whom  he 
now  brands  with  ti'eafon  and  blafpheray,  but  a  very  few 
years  ago  was  the  Duke  of  Grafton's  friend,,  nor  is 
his  identity  altered,  except  by  his  misfortunes. — In  the 
laftinftance  of  his  Grace's  Judgment  and  inconfiftency,, 
we  fee  him,  after  trying  and  deferting  every  party, 
throw  himfelf  into  the  arms  of  a  fet  of  men,  whpfe 
political  principles  he  had  always  pretended  to  abhor. 

Thefe 
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By  accrdent ;  but  deferting  the  pFinciplcs  and 
profeffions,  which  gave  him  a  moment's  po- 
pularity, we  fee  him,  from  every  honourable 
engagement  to  the  public,  an  apoftate  by  de- 
*>      B  4  fign» 

Thefe  men  I  doubt  not  will  teach  him  tho  folly  of  his 
condu6t  better  than  I  can.  Theygrafpat  every  thing, 
and  will  foon  pufti  him  from  his  feat.  His  private  hif- 
tory  would  but  little  deferve  our  attention,  if  he  had 
not  voluntarily  brought  it  into  public  notice.  I  will, 
not  call  the  amufements  of  a  young  man  criminal, 
though  I  think  they  become  his  age  better  than  his  fta- 
tion.  There  is  a  period,  at  which  the  moft  unruly  paf- 
fions  are  gratified  or  exhaufted,  and  which  leaves  the 
mind  clear  and  undlftnrbed  in  its  attention  to  bufinefs. 
His  Grace's  gallantry  would  be  offended,  if  we  were  to 
fuppofe  him  within  many  years  of  being  thus  qualified 
for  public  affairs.  As  for  the  refl,  making  every  al- 
lowance for  the  frailty  of  human  nature,  I  can  make 
none  for  a  continued  breach  of  public' decorum ;  nar. 
can  I  believe  that  man  very  zealous  for  the  intereft  of 
his  country,  who  fets  her  opinion  at  defiance.  This 
nobleman,  however,  has  one  claim  to  refpeft,  fmce  it  has 
pleafed  our  gracious  Sovereign  to  make,  him  prime 
Minifter  of  Great  Britain. 


July  10,  1765.  The  Duke  of  Grafton  took  the  of- 
fice of  Secretary  of  State,  with  an  eng«igement  to  fup- 
port  the  admin iftration  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
jnft  then  formed. 

May  23,  1765.  He  refigned  under  pretence  that  he 
could  not  aa  without  Mr.  Pitt,  nor  bear  to  fee  Mr. 
Wilkes  abandoned  j  but,  that  .under  Mr.  Pitt  he  would 

aa 
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iigH.  As  for  bufinefs,  the  world  yet  knows- 
nothing  of  his  talents  or  refolution  ;  unlefs  a 
way wartlj  wavering  inconiiftency  be  a  mark  of 
genius,  and  caprice  a  demonftration  of  fpirit.  ' 
It  may  be  faid,  perhaps,  that^^  is  his  Grace's 
province,  as  furely  it  is  his  paffion,  rather  to 
diftribute  than  to  fave  the  public  money,  and 
that  while  Lord  North  rs  Chancellor  of  the 
Excheq^uer,  the  Firll  Lord  of  the  Treafury 
may  be  as  thoughtlefs  and  extravagant  as  he 
pleafes..  I  hope  however  he  will  not  rely  too 
much  on  the  fertility  of  Lord  North's  genius 
for  fmance*  His  Lordfhip-  is  yet  to  give  us  the 
fird  proof  of  his  abilities  :  It  rr:ay  be  can<lid 
to  fuppofe  that  he  has  hitherto  voluntarily 
concealed  his  valents  ;  intending  perhaps  to 
aftonifh  the  Vv'oeld,  when  we  lead  expecl  it, 
with  a  knowledge  of  trade,  a  choice  of  expe- 
dients, and  a  depth  of  refources,  equal  to  the 
neceflities,  and  far  beyond  the  hopes  of  his 
country.  He  muft  now  exert  the  whole  power 
of  his  capacity,  if  he  would  wifh  us  to  forget, 

that 

a<5l  in  any  ofEce.  This  was  tlie  fignal  of  Lord  Rock- 
ingham's difmiflion.. When  Lord  Chatham  came  in,  the. 
Duke  got  poflefiiQH  of  the  Treafury. 

July  30,  1766.  Mr.  Pitt  was  created  Earl  of  Cha- 
tham,  and  appointed  Lord  Privy  Seal. 

Auguftz,  1766.  The  Duke  of  Grafton  was  aj^r 
pointed  Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafuiy,.  in.  room  of  tht: 
Mai*<iuis  of  Rockingham. 
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that  unce  he  has  been  in  office,    no  plan  has 
been  formed,   no  fyilem  adhered   to,   nor  any 
one  important  meafure  adopted  for  the  relief 
of  pLibHc  credit,     if  his   plan  for  the  fervice 
of  the  current  year  be   not  irrevocably  fixed 
on,   let   me   warn   him  to  think   fcrioufly  of 
confequences  before  he   ventures  to   increafe 
the  public  debt.     Outniged  and  opprefTedv  as 
we  are,,  this  nation  will.  not.  bear,  after  a  fix 
years    peace,,  to  fee  new.  millions  borrowed, 
without   an  eventual  diminution  of  debt,-  or 
rcducSlion   of  intereft.      The   attempt   might 
rciufe   a    fpirit   of    refcntmcnt,    which   might 
reach  beyond  die  facrince  of  a  miniilcr.     As 
to  the  debt  upon  tht^  civil,  liil,.  tiie  p,eople  of 
England  expcd;  that  it  will  not  be  paid  with- 
out a  flricl  enquiry  how  it  was  incurred.     If 
it  muft  be  paid  by  parliament,   let  me  advife 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  think  of 
fome   better   expedient   than   a   lottery.     To 
fupport  an  expenfive  war,  or  in  .circumftances 
of  abfolute  neceffity,  a  lottery  may  perhaps  be 
allowable;   but,  bcfidcs  that  it  is  at  all  times 
the   very  worft  way  of  raifmg  money  upon 
the  people,  I  tliink  it  ill  becomes  the  Royal 
dignity  to  have  the  debts  of  a  King  p^-ovided 
for,  like  the  repairs  of  a  country  bridge,  or.  a 
decayed   hofpital. .    The   management-  of,  the 
King's  affairs  in  the  Houfc  of  Commons  can^ 
not  be  more  difgraced  than  it  has  been.     *  A 
B  5  lead- 

♦  Lord  North. 
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leading  MInlfter  repeatedly  called  down  for 
abfolute  ignorance  ; — ridiculous  motions  ri- 
diculoufly  withdrawn  ; — deliberate  plans  dii^ 
concerted,  and  a  week's  preparation  of  grace- 
ful oratory  loft  in  a  moment,  give  us  fome, 
though  not  an  adequate  idea  of  Lord  North's 
parliamentary  abilities  and  influence.  Yet 
before  he  had  the  misfortune  of  being  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  he  was  neither  an 
obje6l  of  deriflon  to  his  enemies,  nor  of  me- 
lancholy pity  to  his  friends. 

A  SERIES  of  inconfiftent  meafures  has  alie- 
nated the  colonies  from  their  duty  as  fubjecSts, 
imd  from  their  natural  afFeftion  to  their  com- 
mon country.  When  Mr.  Grenville  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  Treafury,  he  felt 
the  impoilibility  of  Great  Britain's  fupporti ng 
fuch  an  eftablifhment  as  her  former  fuccefTes 
had  made  indifpenfable,  and  at  the  fame  time 
of  giving  any  fenfible  relief  to  foreign  trade, 
and. to  the  weight  of  the  public  debt.  He 
thought  it  equitable  that  thofe  parts  of  the 
empire,  which  had  benefited  m.oft  by  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  war,  fhould  contribute  fome- 
thing  to  the  expences  of  the  peace,  and  he 
had  no  doubt  of  the  conftitutional  right  vefted 
in  parliament  to  raife  the  contribution.  But, 
unfortunately  for  this  country,  Mr.  Grenville 
was  at  any  rate  to  be  diftrefied  becaufe  he  was 
Minifter,  and   Pvlr.    Pitt  and   Lord    pamden 

were 
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were  to  be  the  patrons  of  America,  becaufe 
they  were  in  oppofition.  Their  declamation 
gave  fpirit  and  argument  to  the  colonies,  and 
while  perhaps  they  meant  no  more  than  a 
ruin  of  a  miniflex,  they  in  efFe6l  divided  one 
half  of  the  empire  from  the  ether*. 

Under  one  adminiflration  the  flamp  a£l 
is  madef  ;  under  the  fecond  it  is  repcaled:|: ; 
under  the  third,  in  fpite  of  all  experience,  a 
new  mode  of  taxing  the  colonies  is  invented^,., 
and  a  queftion  revived,  which  ought  to  have 
been  buried  in  oblivion.  In  thefe  circum- 
fiances  a  new  office  is  cfbiblifhed  for  the 
bufmefs  of  the  plantations,  and  the  Earl  of 
Hillfborough  called  forth,   at  a  moft  critical; 

*   This,   tliough    faid  upwards  of  ^/Ix years  hQ^ore 
the  war,  has  tamed  out  too  true  a  prophecy.     It  is 
worthy  of  remark  that  two  great  charafters,  who  were 
very  far  from  being  attached  to  each  other,  yet  thought 
nearly  alike  on  the  American  bufmefs.     Lord  Mans- 
field, two  years  before  the   above  letter  was  written,., 
in  a  fpeech  againft  the  fiifpending  and  difpenfmg  pre- 
rogative, reminded  the  Houfe  of  what  had  been  told  > 
them  the  year  before,   **  that  they  ijoouLh  import  re-  - 
hellion  from  Amsriea,'''' 

t  Grenville  Adminiftration.  . 

X  Rockingham  Adminiflration. 

^  The  tea  duty  laid  by  the  Chatham  and  GrAffon* 
Adminiflration, 

B  6  feafon> 
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feafon,  to  govern  America.  The  choice  at 
leaft  annouaqed  to  us  a  man  of  fuperior,  ca- 
pacity and  knowledge.  Whether  he  be  fo  or 
not,  let  his  difpatches  as  far  as  they  have  ap- 
peared, let  his  meafures  as  far  as  they  have 
operated,  determine  for  him.  In  the  former 
we  have  ken  R-rong  aflertions  w^ithout  proof, 
declamation  without  argument,  and  vialent 
cenfures  without  dignity  or  moderation ;  but 
neither  corre^lnefs  in  the  compofition,  nor 
judgment  in  the  defign.  As  for  his  mea- 
fures, let  it  be  remembered,  that  he.  was  called 
upon  to  conciliate  and  unite ;  ajid  that,,  when 
he  entered  into  office,  the  moft  refracSlory  of 
the  colonies  were  ftill  difpo fed  to  proceed.,  by 
the  conftitutional  methods  of  petition  ajid 
remonilrance.  Since  that  period  they  have 
been  driven  into  excefles  little  {hort.  of  re- 
bellion. Petitions  have,  been  hindered  frora 
reaching  the  throne  j  and  the  continuance  of 
one  of  the  principal  afiemblies  reftcil  upon. an 
arbitrary  condition§,  v^'hich,  confidcring  the 
temper  they  were  in,  tt  was  impofiible  they 
fnould  comply  with,  and  which  would  have 
availed  nothing  as  to  the  general. queftion,  if 
it  had  been  complied  with.  So  violent,  and 
I  believe  I  may  call  it  fo  unconftitutional  an 
exertion  of  the  prerogative,   to  fay  nothing  of 

§  That  they  fhould  rctrafl  ope  of  their  rcfolations^ 
and  erafe  t)ie  entry  of  it. 

the 
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•the  weak,  injudicious  terms  in  which  it  was 
conveyed,  gives  us  as  humble  an  opinion  of 
his  lordfliip's  capacity,  as  it  does  of  his  temper 
and  moderation.  While  we  are  at  peace  with 
other  nations,,  our  military  force  may  perhaps 
be  fparcd  to  fupport  the  EarJ  of  Hillfbo- 
rough's  meafures  in  America.  Whenever 
that  force  fliall  be  necellarily  withdrawn  oj 
diminifhed,  the  difmiilion  of  fuch  a  miniiter 
will  neither  confole  us  for  his  imprudence, 
nor  remove  the  fettled  refentment  of  a  peo- 
ple, who,  complaining  of  an  a6l  of  the  legif- 
iature,  are  outraged  by  an  unwarrantable 
llretch  of  prerogative,  and,  fupporting  their 
claims  by  argument,  ve  infulted  with  decla- 
mation.. 

Drawing  lots  would'  be  a  prudent  and, 
realbnable.  method  of  appointing  the  officers 
of  (late,  compared  to  a  late  difpofition  of  the 
fecretary's  office..  Lord  Rochford  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  affairs  and.  temper  of  the 
fouthern  courts  :  Lord  Weymouth  was  equal- 
ly qualified  for  either  department*.  By  what 
unaccountable  caprice  has  it  happened,  that 
the  latter,  whp  pretends  to  no  experience  what- 

*  It  wasfaid,  that  this  remove  was  made  out  of  com- 
pliment to  the  Duke  or  Choifeuil,  the  French  Ml^iifter, 
as  Lord  Rochford,  when  Ambaflador.  in  France^,  had 
cffcnded  his  Grace  by  fome  fpirited  reprefentations. 

foever 
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foever,  is  removed  to  the  moft  important  of 
the  two  departments.,  and  the  former  by  pre- 
ference placed  in  an  office,  where  his  expe- 
rience can  be  of  no  ufe  to  him  ?  Lord  Wey- 
mouth had  diftingulfhed  himfelf  in  his  firil 
employment  by  a  fpirited  if  not  judicious 
condudt.     He  had  animated  the   civil  mao-i- 

o 

ftrate  beyond  the  tone  of  civil  authority,  and 
had  direcSled  the  operations  of  the  army  to 
more  than  military  execution.  Recovered 
from  the  errors  of  his  youth,  from  the 
diftradion  of  play,  and  the  bewitching,  fmiles 
of  Burgundy,  behold  him  exerting  the  whole 
ftrength  of  his  clear,  unclouded  faculties,  in 
the  fervice  of  the  crown.  It  was  not  the  heat 
of  midnight  excefTes,.  nor  ignorance  of  the 
laws,  nor  furious  fpirit  of  the  houfe  of  Bed- 
ford ;  No,  Sir,  when  this  refpedlable  miniftcr 
interpofed  his  authority  between  the  magi- 
ftrate,  and  the  people,  and  figned  the  man- 
date, on  which,  for  aught  he  knew,  the  lives 
of  thoufands  depended,  he  did  it  from  the. 
deliberate  motion  of  his  heart,  fupported  by 
the  beft  of  his  judgment. 

It  has  lately  been  a  fafliion  to  pay  a  com- 
pliment to  the  bravery  and  generofity  of  the 
commander  in  chief*,  at  the  expence  of  his 
underftanding.  They  who  love  him  "  leaft 
make  no  queftion  of  his  courage,  while  hl5 
•  The  late  Marquis  of  Granby. 

friends 
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friends  dwell  chiefly  on  the  facility  of  his 
difpofition.  Admitting  him  to  be  as  brave 
as  a  total  abfence  of  all  feeling  and  refledion 
can  make  him,  let  us  fee  what  fort  of  merit  he 
derives  from  the  remainder  of  his  chara61er^ 
If  it  be  generofity  to  accumulate  in  his  own 
perfon  and  family  a  number  of  lucrative  em* 
ployments;  to  provide,  at  the  public  ex- 
pence,  for  every  creature  that  bears  the  name 
of  Manners  ;  and,  neglecting  the  merit  and 
fcrvices  of  the  reft  of  the  army,  to  heap  pro- 
motions upon  his  favourites  and  dependants, 
the  prefent  commander  in  chief  is  the  moft 
generous  man  alive.  Nature  has  been  fpa- 
rlng  of  her  gifts  to  this  noble  lord ;  but 
where  birth  and  fortune  are  united,  we  expe6t 
the  noble  pride  and  independence  of  a  man 
of  fpirit,  not  the  fervlle,  humiliating  com- 
plalfance  of  a  courtier.  As  to  the  goodnefs 
of  his  heart,  if  a  proof  of  it  be  taken  from 
the  facility  of  never  refufing,  what  conclu- 
fion  fhall  we  draw  from  the  indecency  of 
never  performing  ?  And  if  the  difcipline  of 
the  army  be  in  any  degree  preferved,  what 
thanks  are  due  to-  a  man,  whofe  cares,  noto- 
rioufly  confined  to  filling  up  vacancies,  have 
degraded  the  office  of  commander  in  chief 
into  a  broker  of  commIlfions*J 

*  Thefe  animadverfions  brought  foi-ward  Sir  WiU 
liam  Draper,  who  though  pofleffed  of  great  literary  ta- 
lents, could  not  cope  with  Junius, 

With 
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With-  refpea:  to  the  navy,  I  fhall  oiily 
fay,  that  this  country  is  fo  highly  indebted  to 
Sir  Edward  Hawke,  that  no  expence  fhould 
be  fpared  to  fecure  to  him  an  honourable  and 

aiHuent.  re  treat.. 

r 

The  pui-e  and  impartial  admin iftratlon  of 
juftice  is  perhaps  the  firmefl:  bond  to  fecure  a> 
chearful  fubmiflion  of  the  people,  ajid  to  enr 
gage  their  afiedlions  to  government.  It  is  not. 
fuiBcient  that  qucftions  of  private  right  or 
wrong  are  juftly  decided,  nor  that  judges  are 
fuperior  to  the  vilenefs  of  pecuniary  corrup-r 
tion.  JefFcries  himfelf,  vi'hen  the  court  had 
no  intereft,  was  an  upright  judge.  A  court 
of  juftice  may  be  fubjc6t  to  another  fort  of 
bias,  more,  important  and  perniciaus,  as  it 
rerxhes  beyond  the-  intereft  of  individuals, 
and  affecls  the  whole  community.  A  judge 
uiider  the  influence  of  government,  may  be 
honeft  enough  in  the  decifion  of  private 
caufcs,  yet  a  traitor  to  the  public.  When 
a  victim  is  marked  out  by  the  miniflry,  this 
judge  w:ill  offer,  himfelf  to  perform  the.fa* 
criiice..  He  will  not  fcVuple,  to  proilitute  hi$ 
dignity,  and  betray  the  fancSlity  of  his  office, 
whenever  an  arbitrary,  point  is  to  be  carried 
for  govern  meat,,  or  the  refcutmcnt  of  a  court 
to  be  gratified. 

Tp2"SE 
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These  principles  and  proceedings,  odi- 
ous and  contemptible  as  they  are,  in  efte<Sl 
are  no  lefs  injudicious.  A  wife  and  gene- 
rotis  people  are  roufed  by  every  appearance 
of  opprel]ive^«  unconftitutional  meafures, 
whethei"  thofe  meafiires  are  fupported  only 
by  the  power  of  government,  or  mafked 
mider  the  forms  of  a  court  of  jufticc.  Pru- 
dence and  felf-prefervation  v/ill  oblige  the 
mofl  moderate  difpofitions  to  make  it  a  com- 
mon caufe,  even  with  a  man  whofe  conduiSt 
they  cenfure,  if  they  fee  him  perfecuted  in  a 
way,  which  the  real  fpirit  of  the  laws  will 
not  juftify.  The  fa6ls,  on  which  thefe  re- 
marks are  founded,  are  too  notorious  to  re-^ 
quire  an.  application. 

This,  Sir,  is  the  detalK  la^ one  view  be- 
hold a  nation  overwhelmed  with  debt  j  her 
revenues  wafted ;  her  trade  declining ;  the 
aiTecHons  of  her  colonies  alienated  j  the  duty 
of  the  magiftrate  transferred  to  the  foldiery ; 
a  gallant  army,  which  never  fought  unwil- 
lingly but  againft  their  fellow.  fubje61:s5, 
mouldering  away  for  want  of  the  dire6lion  of 
a  man  of  common  abilities  and  fpirit ;  and, 
ia  the  laft  inftance,  the  adminiilration  of 
juftice  become  odious  and  fufpe(Stcd  to  the 
whole  body  of  the  people.  This  deplorable 
fcene  admits  of  but  one  addition—- that  we. 
are  governed  by  counfcls,   from  which  a  rea-. 

fonable 
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fonable  man  can  expe£l  no  remedy  but  poi^ 
ioriy  no  relief  but  death. 

If,  by  the  Immediate  interpofition  of  Pro- 
"vidence,  it  were  poiTible  for  as  to  efcape  a 
crifis  fo  full  of  terror  and  defpair,  pofterity 
will  not  believe  the  hiftory  of  the  prefent 
times.  They  will  either  conclude  that  our 
diilrefles  were  imaginary,  or  that  -we  had 
the  good  fortune  to  be  governed  by  men  of  ac- 
knowledged integrity  and  wifdom :  they  will 
not  believe  it  poffible  that*  their  anceftors 
Gould  have  furvived,  or  recovered  from  fo  def- 
perate  a  condition,  while  a  Duke  of  Grafton 
was  Prime  Minifter,  a  Lord  North  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  a  Weymouth  and  a 
Hillfborough  Secretaries  of  State,  a  Granby 
Commander  in  Chief,  and  a  Mansfield  chief 
criminal  Judge  of  the  kingdom. 

JUNIUS. 
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TO    THE    PRINTER    OF     THE     PUBLIC    AD- 
VERTISER. 

S  I  R,  26  January^  1769. 

TH  E  kingdom  fwarms  with  fuch  num- 
bers of  felonious  robbers  of  private 
character  and  virtue,  that  no  honeft  or 
good  man  is  fafe ;  efpecially  as  thefe  cow- 
ardly bafe  afTaflins  ftab  in  the  dark,  without 
having  the  courage  to  fign  their  real  names 
to  their  malevolent  and  wicked  produdtions. 
A  writer,  who  figns  himfelf  Junius,  in  the 
Public  Advertifer  of  the  21  ft  inftant,  opens 
the  deplorable  fituation  of  his  country  in 
a  very  afFe£ling  manner  ;  with  a  pompous 
parade  of  his  candour  and  decency,  he  tells 
us,  that  we  fee  diflentions  in  all  parts  of  the 
empire,  an  univerfal  fpirit  of  diftruft  and  dif^ 
fatisfa6tion,  and  a  total  lofs  of  refpedl  towards 
us  in  the  eyes  of  foreign  powers.  But  this 
writer,  with  all  his  boafted  candour,  has  not 
told  us  the  real  caufe  of  the  evils  he  fo  pa- 
thetically enumerates.  I  fhall  take  the  liberty 
to  explain  the  caufe  for  him.  Junius,  and 
fuch  writers  as  himfelf,  occafion  all  the  mif- 
chief  complained   of,  by    falfely  and  malici- 

oufly 
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oufly  traducing  the  beft  chara<5lers  in  thc- 
Iftngdom.  P'or  when  our  deluded  people  at 
home,  and  foreigners  abroad,  read  the  poiibn- 
0U5  and  inflammatory  libels  that  are  daily  pub- 
lifhed  with  impunity,  to  v-ilify  thofe  who  are 
any  ^way  diflinguiflied  by  their  good  qualities 
and  eminent  virtues  :  when  they  find  no  no- 
tice taken  of,  or  reply  given  to  thefe  (lan- 
dtrous  tongues  and  pens,  their^  conclufion  is, 
that  both  the  miniflers  and  the  nation  have 
been  fai-rly  defcribed;  and  they  ad  accord- 
ingly. I  think  it  therefore  the  duty  of  every 
good  citizen  to  fi:and  forth,  and  endeavour 
to  undeceive  the  public,,  when  the  vileft  arts- 
are  made  ufe  of  to  defame  and  blacken  the 
brighteft  characters  among  us..  An  eminent 
jiuthor  affirms  it  to  be  almoft  as  criminal  to 
hear  a  worthy  man  trad"uced,  without  at- 
tempting his  juftification,  as  to  be  the  au- 
thor of  the  calumny  againft  him.  For  my 
own  part,  I  think  it  a  fort  of  mifprifion  of 
treafon  againft  fociety.  No  man  therefore 
who  knows  Lord  Granby,  can  poflibly  hear 
fo  good  and  great  a  chara6ier  raoft  vilely, 
abufed,  without  a  warm  and  juft  indignatioa 
againft  this  Junius,  this  high-prieft  of  envy, 
malice,  and  all  unchari tablenc fs,  who  has 
endeavoured  to  facrifice  our  beloved  com- 
mander in  chief  at  the  altars  of  his  horrid  dei- 
ties. Nor  is  the  injury  done  to  his  lordlhip 
abne,  bwt  to  the  whole,  nation,  which  may 

too 
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too  foon  feel  the  contempt,  and  confequently 
the  attacks  of  our  late  enemies,  if  they  can 
be  induced  to  believe   that    the    perfon,    on 
whom  the  fafety  of  thefe  kingdoms  Co  much 
depends,  is   unequal   to  his  high  ftation,  and 
deftitute  of  thofe  qualities  which  form  a  good 
general.     One  would  have  thought  that  his 
lordfhip's  fervices  in  the  caufe  of  his  coun- 
try, from  the  battle  of  Culloden  to  his  moft 
glorious   cohclufion  of  the   late    war,    might 
have  entitled  him  to  common  refpecl:  and   de- 
cency   at    leaft ;   but  this  uncandid  indecent 
writer  has  gone  fo  far  as  to  turn  one  of  the 
mod  amiable  men  of  the   age  into   a  flupid, 
unfeeling,    and   fenfelefs   being ;   poflefTed  in- 
deed of  a  perfonal  courage,  but  void  of  thofe 
cfTential  qualities  which  diftinguifh  the  com- 
mander from  the  common  foldier. 

A  VERY  long,  uninterrupted,  impartial,  I 
will  add,  a  moft  difmterefted  friendfhip 
with  Lord  Granby,  gives  me  the  right  to 
affirm,  that  all  Junius's  ailertions  are  falfe 
and  fcandalous.  Lord  Granby's  courage, 
though  of  the  brighteft  and  moft  ardent  kind, 
is  among  the  loweft  of  his  numerous  good 
qualities ;  he  was  formed  to  excel  in  war  by 
.nature's  liberality  to  his  mind  as  well  as  per- 
fon. Educated  and  inftrudied  by  his  moft 
iioble  father,  and  a  moft  fpirited  as  well  as 
excellent  fcholar,  the  prefent  Bifhop  of  Ban- 
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gor,  he  was  trained  to  the  niceft  fenfe  of  ho- 
nour, and  to  the  trueft  and  nobleft  fort  of 
pride,  that  of  never  doing  or  fuffering  a 
mean  action,  A  fmcere  love  and  attachment 
to  his  king  and  couittry,  and  to  their  glory, 
firft  impelled  him  to  the  field,  where  he  never 
gained  aught  but  honour.  He  impaired, 
through  his  bounty,  his  own  fortune  j  for 
his  bounty,  which  this  writer  would  in  vain 
depreciate,  is  founded  upon  the  nobleft  of  the 
human  afFe61:ions,  it  flow^s  from  a  heart  melt* 
ing  to  goodnefs  from  the  moft  refined  huma- 
nity. Can  a  man,  who  is  defcribed  as  un- 
feeling, and  void  of  refledlion,  be  conftantly 
employed  in  feeking  proper  objedls  on  whom 
to  exercife  thofe  glorious  virtues  of  compaf- 
fion  and  generofity  ?  The  diftre/Ted  officer, 
the  foldier,  the  widow,  the  orphan,  and  a 
long  lift  befides,  know  that  vanity  has  na 
{hare  in  his  frequent  donations ;  he  gives, 
becaufe  he  feels  their  diftreffes.  Nor  has  he 
ever  been  rapacious  with  one  hand  to  be 
bountiful  with  the  other  j  yet  this  uncandid 
Junius  would  infinuate,  that  the  dignity  of 
the  commander  in  chief  is  depraved  into  the 
bafe  office  of  a  commiffion  broker;  that  is^ 
Lord  Granby  bargains  for  the  fale  of  com- 
miffions ;  for  it  muft  have  this  meaning,  if 
it  has  any  at  all.  But  where  is  the  man  liv- 
ing who  can  juftly  charge  his  lordfhip  with 
fuch  mean  practices  ?  Why  does  not  Junius 
'    -  produce 
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produce  him  ?  Junius  knows  that  he  has  no 
other  means  of  wounding  this  hero,  than 
from  fome  miflile  weapon,  fhot  from  an  ob- 
fcure  corner  :  He  feeks,  as  all  fuch  defama- 
tory writers  do, 

fpargere  voces 
In  Fulgum  ambiguas^ 

to  raife  fufpicion  in  the  minds  of  the  people. 
But  I  hope  that  my  countrymen  will  be  no 
longer  impofed  upon  by  artful  and  defigning 
men,  or  by  wretches,  who,  bankrupts  in  bu* 
fmefs,  in  fame,  and  in  fortune,  mean  nothing 
more  than  to  involve  this  country  in  the  fame 
common  ruin  with  themfelves.  Hence  it  is, 
that  they  are  conftantly  aiming  their  dark 
and  too  often  fatal  weapons  againft  thofe 
who  ftand  forth  as  the  bulwark  of  our  na- 
tional fafety.  Lord  Granby  was  too  confpi* 
cuous  a  mark  not  to  be  their  obje6l.  He  is 
next  attacked  for  being  unfaithful  to  his  pro-* 
mifes  and  engagements  :  Where  are  Junius's 
proofs  ?  Although  I  could  give  fome  in- 
llances,  where  a  breach  of  promife  would  be  a  • 
virtue,  efpecially  in  the  cafe  of  thofe  who 
would  pervert  the  open,  unfufpetSting  mo- 
ments of  convivial  mirth,  into  fly,  infidious 
applications  for  preferment,  or  party  fyftems, 
and  would  endeavour  to  furprife  a  good  man, 
who  cannot  bear  to  fee  any  one  leave  him 

diffatisfiedj 
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>diflatisfied,  into  unguarded  promifes.  Lord 
Granby*s  attention  to  his  own  family  and  re- 
lations is  called  felftfh.  Had  he  not  attended 
to  them,  when  fair  and  jufl  opportunities  pre- 
fented  themfelves,  I  fhould  have  thought 
him  unfeeling,  and  void  of  refle6lion  indeed. 
How  are  any  man's  friends  or  relations  to  be 
provided  for,  but  firom  the  influence  and  pro- 
tection of  the  patron  ?  It  is  unfair  to  fup- 
pofe  that  Lord  Granby's  friends  have  not  as 
rauch  merit  as  the  friends  of  any  other 
great  man  :  If  he  is  generous  at  the  public 
expence,  as  Junius  invidioufly  calls  it,  the 
public  is  at  no  more  expence  for  his  lord- 
ihip*s  friends,  than  it  would  be  if  any  other 
fet  of  men  pofl'elled  thofe  oiEces.  The  charge 
is  ridiculous  i 

The  laft  charge  aga.inft  Lord  Granby  is  of 
a  moft  ferious  and  alarming  nature  indeed* 
Junius  aflerts,  that  the  army  is  mouldering 
away  for  want  of  the  diredtion  of  a  man  of 
common  abilities  and  fpirit,  The  prefent  con- 
dition of  the  army  gives  the  direcleft  lie  to 
his  affertions.  It  was  never  upon  a  more  re- 
fpe(SI:able  footing  with  regard  to  difcipline, 
and  all  the  eflentials  that  can  form  good  Ibl- 
diers.  Lord  Ligonier  delivered  a  firm  and 
noble  palladium  of  our  fafeties  into  Lord 
Granby'-s  hands,  who  has  kept  it  in  the  fame 
good  order  in  which  he  received  it.     The 

flriaeft 
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ltri£l:efl:  care  has  been  taken  to  fill  up  the  va- 
cant commifiions,  with  fuch  gentlemen  as 
have  the  glory  of  their  anceftors  to  fupport, 
as  well  as  their  own,  and  are  doubly  bound 
to  the  caufe  of  their  king  and  country,  from 
motives  of  private  property,  as  well  as  pub- 
lic fpirit.  The  adjutant-general,  who  has- 
the  immediate  care  of  the  troops  after  Lord 
Granby,  is  an  officer  that  would  do  great  ho- 
nour In  any  fervice  in  Europe,  for  his  correal: 
arrangements,  good  knk  and  difcerhmcnt 
upon  all  occafions,  and  for  a  pun6luality 
and  precifion  which  give  the  moft  entire  fa- 
tisfadlion  to  all  who  are  obliged  to  confult 
him.  The  reviewing  generals,  who  inrpe6l 
the  army  twice  a  year,  have  been  feledled 
with  the  greateft  care,  and  have  anAvered 
the  important  truft  repofed  in  them  in  the 
moft  laudable  manner.  Their  reports  of 
the  condition  of  the  army  are  much  more 
to  be  credited  than  thofe  of  Junius,  whom 
I  -do  advife,  to  atone  for  his  ftiameful  af- 
perfions,  by  afking  pardon  of  Lord  Gran- 
by and  the  whole  kingdom,  whom  he  has 
offended  by  his  abominable  fcandals.  In 
fhort,  to  turn  Junius's  own  battery  agaiuft 
him,  I  muft  affert,  in  his  own  words,  "  that 
he  has  given  flrong  affertions  without 
proof,  declamation  without  arg;ument,  ai\d 
Vol.  I.  -C  violent 
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violent  cenfures    without  dignity   or  mode- 
ration." 

WILLIAM  DRAPER*. 

LETTER 

•  Sir  William  Draper  diftinguifhed  himfelf  lad 
•war,  in  the  Eall  ladies,  during  the  fiege  of  Madras  by 
the  French  j  and  he  commanded  in  chief  ac  the  taking  of 
Manilla.  When  he  was  made  a  Knight  of  the  Bath, 
he  was  fo  enamoured  with  the  honour,  that  he  had 
the  ftar  embroidered  even  on  his  night-gown.  After 
his  literary  warfare  with  Junius,  he  \rent  abroad  on  a 
tour  through  the  Englifh  Colonies  on  the  Continent 
of  America.  On  t^ie  commencement  of  the  prefent 
war,  he  was  appointed  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Mi- 
norca, and  ferved  during  the  late  fiege  of  St.  Philips 
under  Lieutenant  General  Murray,  the  Governor  of  the 
Ifland.  He  has  ftiil  an  unfettled  diipute  with  that 
officer. 


A  FEW  days  after  his  firil  letter  to  Junius,  Sir  Wil- 
liam publiflied  the  following-curious,  but  well  meant 
addrefs  to  the  public  : 

Cliftcfiy   Feb.  6,  1769. 

If  the  voice  of  a  well  meaning  individual  could  be 
heard  amid  the  clamour,  fury,  and  madnefs  of  the 
times,  would  it  appear,  too  rafli  and  prefumptuous  to 
propofe  to  the  public,  than  an  aft  of  indemnity  and 
oblivion  may  be  made  for  all  paft  tranfa61ions  and  of- 
fences, as  well  with  refpcfl  to  Mr.  Wilkes  as  to  our 
colonies  ?  Such  falutary  expedients  have  been  cm- 
braced  by  the  wifell  nations  5  fuch  expedients  have 
been  made  ufe  of  by  our  own,  when  the  public  confu- 
fions  had  arrived  to  fome  very  dangerous  and  alarming 
crifis }  aiid  I  believe  it  needs  not  the  gift  of  prophecy  to 

foretel 
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TO     SIR    WitlLIAM    DRAPER,     KNIGHT     OF 
THE    BATH. 

SIR,  7  Fehruaryy'l^dc), 

YOUR   defence   of  Lord   Granby  does 
honour  to  the  goodnefs  of  your  heart. 
You  feei  as  you  ought  to  do,  for  the  reputation 
of  your  friend,  and  you  exprefs  yourfelf  in  the 
C   2  warmeft 

foretel,  thatfome  fuch  ciifis  Is  now  approaching.  Per- 
haps it  will  be  more  wife  and  praiie-worthy  to  make  fuch 
an  2idi  immediately,  in  order  to  prevent  the  poflTibllity, 
not  to  fay  the  probability  of  an  infurre6tion  at  home, 
and  in  our  dependencies  abroad,  than  it  will  be  to  be 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  one  after  the  mifchief  has 
been  done,  and  the  kingdom  has  groaned  under  ull  the 
miferies  that  avarice,  ambition,  hypocrify,  and  madnefs 
could  inflift  upon  it.  An  ail  of  grace,  indemnity,  and 
oblivion,  was  paffed  upon  the  reflo ration  of  king  Charles 
II.  but  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  had  fuch  an  aft  been 
feafonably  paffed  in  the  reign  of  his  unhappy  father,  the 
civil  war  had  been  prevented,  and  no  reftpration  had 
been  neceffary.  It  is  too  late  to  recal-  the  melTengers 
and  edifts  of  wrath !  Cannot  the  money  that  is  now 
wafted  inendlefs  and  mutual  pi  ofecations,  and  in  flop- 
ping the  mouth  of  one  man,  and  in  opening  that  of  an- 
other, be  better  employed  in  ere6ling  a  temple  to  con- 
cord ?  Let  Mr,  Wilkes  lay  tlie  iirlt  ilone,  and  fuch  a 

ftone 
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wanneft  language  of  your  pa/Ron^.  In  any 
other  caufe,  I  doubt  not,  you  would  have 
cautioufly  weighed  the  coiifequences  of  com- 
mitting your  name  to  the  licentious  difcourfes 
and  malignant  opinions  of  the.» world.  But 
here,  I  prefume,  you  thought  it  would  be  a 
breach  of  friendfliip  to  lofe  one  moment  in 
confulting  your  undcrftanding ;  as  if  an  ap- 
peal to  the  public  were  no  more  than  a  mili- 
tary coup  de  mairiy  where  a  brave  man  has  no 
rules'  to'  follow,  but  the  di(51:ates  of  his  cou- 
ra]^.  Touched  with  your  generofity,  I  frecjy 
forgive  the  exceiler.  into  which  ft  has  led  you  j 
and,  far  from  refenting  thofe  terms  of  re- 
proach, which,  confidering  that  you  are  an 
advocate  for  decorum,  you  have  heaped  upon . 
me  rather  too  liberally,  I  place  them  to  the 
account  of  an  honeft  unreflecting  indignation, 
in  which  your  cooler  judgment  and  natural 
politenefs  had  no  concern.  I  approve  of  the 
fpirit,   with  which  you  have  given  your  name 

flone  as  I  bcpe  the  builders  will  not  refufc.  May  this 
Parliament,  to  ule  Lord  Clarendon's  expreflion,  be  cal- 
led The  Healing  Varliament !  May  our  fotil  wounds 
be  cleanfcd  and  then  clofed !  The  EngliOi  have  been 
as  famous  for  good-nature  as  for  valour  ;  let  it  not  be 
fald  that  fuch  qualities  are  degenerated  into  favage  fero- 
city. If  any  of  my  friends  in  either  houle  of  legiflature 
(hall  condefcend  toliften  to,  and  improve  thefe  hints,  I 
fiiall  think  that  1  have  not  lived  i^n  vain. 

WILLIAM    DRAPER. 


to 
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to  the  public;  and,  if  it  were  a  proof  of  any 
thing  but  fpirit,  I  fhould  have  thought  my- 
felf  bound  to  follow  your  example.  I  fhouM 
have  hoped  that  even  my  name  might  carry 
fome  authority  with  it,  if  I  had  not  feen 
how  very  little  weight  or  confidcration  a 
printed  paper  receives  even  from  the  r^fpe^l- 
able  fignatum  of  Sir  William  Draper. 

You  begin  with  a  general  rifTertion,  that 
writers,  fuch  as  I  am,  are  the  real  caufe  of 
all  the  public  evils  we  complain  of.  And.d# 
you^  really  think,  Sir  William,  that  the  li- 
centious pen  of  a  political  writer  is  able  to 
produce  fuch  important  efFe6i:s  ?^  A  little 
calm  reflection  might  have  fliewn  you,  that 
national  calamities  do  not  arife  from  the  de- 
fcription,  but  from  the  real  chara«fter  ani 
conduct  of  minifters.  To  have  fupported 
your  afTertion,  you  fhould  have  proved  that 
the  p.refent.  miniftry  are  unqueftionably  the 
be/i  and  bright eji  chara£ters  of  the  kingdom  ; 
and  that,  if  the  afFe£lions  of  the  colonies  have 
been  alienated,  if  Corfica-  has  been  fhame- 
fully  abandoned,  if  commerce  languifhes,  if 
public  credit  is  threatened  with  a  new  debt^i 
and  your  own  Manilla  ranfom  moft  diflro- 
nourably  given  up,  it  has  all  been  owing  ta 
the  malice  of  political  writers,  who  will  not 
fufFer  the  beft  and  brighteft  of  charadeis 
(peaning  ftill  the  prefent  miniftry)  to  take  a 
C  3  ^mg\Q 
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fingle  right  ftep  for  the  honour  or  intereft  of 
the  nation.  But  it  feems  you  were  a  little 
tender  of  coming  to  particulars.  Your  con- 
fcience  infinuated  to  you  that  it  would  be 
prudent  to  leaye  .the  characters  of  Grafton, 
North,  Hillfborough,  WeymGuth,  and  Manf- 
field,  to  fhift  for  themfelves ',  and,  truly,  Sir 
William,  the  part  you  have  undertaken  is  at 
leaft  as  much  as  you  are  equal  to. 

.  Without  difputing  Lord  Granby*s  cou- 
rage, we  are  yet  to  learn  in  what  articles  of 
military  knowledge  nature  has  been  fo  very 
liberal  to  his  mind.  If  you  have  ferved  with 
him,  you  ought  to  have  pointed  out  fome  in- 
ii:ances  of  able  difpofition  and  well-concerted 
enterprize,  which  might  fairly  be  attributed 
to  his  capacity  as  a  general.  It  is  you,  Sir 
William,  who  make  your  friend  appear  auk- 
ward  and  ridiculous,  by  giving  him  a  laced 
fuit  of  tawdry  qualiiicationSj  which  nature 
never  intended  him  to  wear. 

You  fay,  he  has  acquired  nothing  but  ho- 
nour in  the  field.  Is  the  Ordnance  nothing  ? 
Are  the  Blues  nothing  ?  Is  the  command  of 
the  army,  with  all  the  patronage  annexed  to 
it,  nothing  ?  Where  he  got  thefe  nothings 
I  know  not ;  hut  you  at  leaft  ought  to  have 
told  us  where  he  defcrved  them. 
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As  to  his  bounty,  compaflion.  Sec.  It  would 
have  been  but  little  to  the  purpofe,  though 
you  had  proved  all  that  you  have  afierted.  I 
meddle  with  nothing  but  his  chara61:er  as 
commander  in  chief;  and,  though  I  acquit 
him  of  the  bafenefs  of  felling  commllTions, 
I  ftill  affert  that  his  military  cares  have  never 
extended  beyond  the  difpofal  of  vacancies ; 
and  I  am  juflified  by  the  complaints  of  the 
whole  army,  when  I  fay  that,  in  this  diftri- 
bution,  he  confults  nothing  but  parliament 
tary  interefts,  or  the  gratification  of  his  im- 
mediate dependants.  As  to  his  fervile  fub- 
miffion  to  the  reigning  miniftry,  let  me  allc, 
whether  he  did  not  defert  the  caufe  of  the 
whole  army,  when  he  fufFered  Sir  JefFery 
Amherft  to  be  facrificed,  and  what  ihdre  he 
had  in  recalling  that  officer  to  the  iervice? 
Did  he  not  betray  the  juft  intereft  of  the 
army,  in  permitting  Lord  Percy  to  have  a 
regiment  ?  And  does  he  not  at  this  moment 
give  up  all  charadler  and  dignity  as  a  gen- 
tleman, in  receding  from  his  own  repeated 
declarations  in  favour  of  Mr.  Wilkes  ? 

In  the  two  next  articles  I  think  we  are 
agreed.  You  candidly  admit,  that  he  often 
makes  fuch  promlfes  as  it  is  a  virtue  in  him 
to  violate,  and  that  no  man  is  more  affiduous 
to  provide  for  his  relations  at  the  public  ex- 
pence.  I  did  not  urge  the  lafl:  as  an  abfolute 
C  4.  '  vice 
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vice  in  his  difporition,  but  to  prove  that  a 
carelcfs  dif.ntcrefted  fpirit  is  no  part  of  his  cha- 
radlerj  and  as  to  the  other,  I  defire  i.t  may 
be  remembered,  that  /  ne\rer  dcfccnded  to 
the  indecency  of  enquiring  into  his  convivial 
hours.  It  is  you,.  Sir  William  Draper,  who 
'  have  taken  pains  to  reprefent  your  friend  in 
'the  characfler  of  a  drunken  landlord,  who 
deals  out  his  promifes  as  liberally  as  his  li- 
quor, arid  v^ill  fuft'er  no  man  to  leave  hi5J 
table  either  forrovvful  or  fober.  None  b»4t 
an  intimate  friend,  who  muft  frequently  have 
fecn  him  in  thefe  unhappy,  difgraceful  mo- 
ments could  have  dcfcribed  him  fo  well. 

The  lafl  charge,  of  the  negle(Sl:  of  the 
army,  is  indeed  the  moft  material  of  all.  I 
am  forry  to  tell  you,  Sir  "William,  that,  in 
this  article,  your  firft  fa(5t  is  falfe,  and  as  there 
is  nothing  more  painful  to  me  than  to  give  a 
dire£t  contradliSlion  to  a  gentleman  of  yoiu:  - 
appearance,  I  could  wifti  that,  in  your  future 
publications,  you  would  pay  a  greater  at- 
tention, to  the  truth  of  your  premifes,  be^fpre 
you  fuffer  your  genius  to  hurry  you  to  a  con- 
clufion.  Lord  Ligonler  did  not  deliver  the 
irmy  (which  you,  in  chffical  language,  are 
pleafed  to  call  a  palladium)  into  Lord 
Granby's  hands.  It  was  taken  from  him 
much  agalnft  his  inclination,  fome  two  or 
three    years  before  Lord  Granby  was  com- 

mandce 


JUNIUS,    &c.  33 

mandcr  In   chief.     As  to  the  ftate  of  the  ar- 
my,  I   fhould   be   gkd   to   know  where  you 
h'ave  repeived  your  intelligence.     Was  it  in 
the  rooms  at  Bath,  or  at  your  retreat  at  Clif- 
ton ?    The    reports     of    reviewing     generals, 
comprehend   only   a  few   regiments    in- Eng- 
land, which,  as   they  are    immediately  undei^ 
the  royal  infpe61:ion,  are  perhaps  in  fome  to- 
lerable order.-     But  do  you  know  any  thing 
of  the  troops  in   the  Weft  Indies,  the  Medi- 
terranean,  and   North    America,   to  fay  no- 
thing of  a  whole  army  abfolutely  ruined  in- 
Ireland?    Inquire^    a    little-    into     fadis,    Sir 
William,  before  you  publifh  your  next  pane- 
gyric   upon    Lord   Granby,    and   believe   me 
you  will  find  there  is  a   fault  at  head-quar- 
ters, which  even  the  acknowledged  care  and-: 
abilities  of  the  adjutant  general  cannot  cor- 
rects 

PfeRMiT  me  now.  Sir  William,  to  adHrefs 
myfelf  perfonally  to  you,  by  way  of  thanks 
for  the  honour  of  your  correfpondence.  You 
are  by  no  means  vmdeferving  of  notice  ;  and 
'  it  may  be  of  confequence  even  to  Lord  Gran- 
by to  have  it  determined^  whether  or  nc  the 
man,  v/ho  has  praifed  him-fo  lavifhiv,  he  him- 
felf  dcfen-ing  of  praife.  When  you  return- 
ed to  Europe,  you  zealoufly  undertook  the 
eaufe  of  that  gallant  army,  by  wliofe  bravery 
at  Manilla  your  own  fortune  had  been  efla- 
C  s.  blinicd 
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blifhed.  You  complained,  you  threatened, 
you  even  appealed  to  the  public  in  print. 
By  what  accident  did  it  happen,  that  in  the 
midft  of  all  this  buftle,  and  all  thefe  clamours 
for  juftice  to  your  injured  troops,  the  name 
of  the  Manilla  ranfom  was  fuddenly  buried 
in  a  profound,  and,  fmce  that  time,  an  unin- 
terrupted filence  ?  Did  the  Miniftry  fuggeft 
any  motives  to  you  ftrong  enough  to  tempt 
a  mnn  of  honour  to  defert  and  betray  the  caufe 
of  his  fellow-foldiers  ?  Was  it  that  blufhing 
ribband,  which  is  now  the  perpetual  orna- 
ment of  your  perfon?  Or  was  it  that  regi- 
ment, which  you  afterwards  (a  thing  unpre- 
cedented among  foldiers)  fold  to  colonel  Gif- 
borne  ?  Or  was  it  that  government,  the  full 
pay  of  which  you  are  contented  to  hold,  with 
the  half-pay  of  an  Irifh  colonel  ?  And  do 
you  now,  after  a  retreat  not  very  like  that 
of  Scipio,  prefume  to  intrude  yourfelf,  un- 
thought-of,  uncalled  for,  upon  the  patience 
of  the  public  ?  Are  your  flatteries  of  the 
commander  in  chief  directed  to  another  re- 
giment, which  you  may  again  difpofe  of  on 
the  fame  honourable  terms  ?  We  know  your 
prudance.  Sir  William,  and  I  fhould  be  forry 
to  flop  your  preferment. 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER    IV. 

TO     JUNIUS. 

SIR,  17  February  Ij6g. 

I  RECEIVED  Junlus's  favour  laft  night ; 
he  Is  determined  to  keep  his  advantage  by 
the  help  of  his  ma(k  ;  It  Is  an  excellent  pro- 
te(Slion,  it  has  faved  many  a  man  from  an 
untimely  end.  But  whenever  he  will  be 
honeft  enough  to  lay  It  afide,  avow  hrmfelf, 
and  produce  the  face  which  has  fo  lon^  lurked 
behind  It,  the  world  will  be  able  to  judge  of 
his  motives  for  writing  fuch  Infamous  Invec- 
tives. His  real  name  will  difcover  his  free- 
dom and  independency,  or  his  fervility  to  a 
fa(Slion.  Difappointed  ambition,  refentment 
for  defeated  hopes,  and  defi're  of  revenge, 
alTume  but  too  often  the  appearance  of  public 
fpirit ;  but  be  his  defigns  wicked  or  charita- 
ble, Junius  fhould  learn  that  it  is  pollible  to 
condemn  meafures,  without  a  barbarous  and 
criminal  outrage  againft  men.  Junius  de- 
lights to  mangle  carcafes  with  a  hatchet ;  his 
language  and  inftrument  have  a  great  con- 
nexion with  Clare  Market^  and,  to  do  him 
juftice,  he  handles  his  weapon  moft  admira- 
bly. One  would  imagine  he  had  been  taught 
C  6  ^  to 
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to  throw  It  by  the  favages  of  America.  It 
is  therefore  high  time  for  me  to  ftep  in  once 
more  to  fhield  my  friend  from  this  mercilefs 
weapon,  although  I  may  be  wounded  in  the 
attempt.  But  I  muft  firft  afk  Junius  by 
what  forced  analogy  and  conftru(Slion  the 
moments  of  convivial  mirth  are  made  to  fig- 
nify  indecency^  a- violation  of  engagements, 
a' drunken  landlord,  and  a  dofire  that  every 
one  in  company  fhould  be' drunk  likewife  ? 
He  muft  have  culled  all  the  flowers  of  St. 
Giles's  and  Billingfgate  to  ■  have  produced 
fuch  a  piece  of  oratory.  Here  the  hatchet, 
defcends  with  tenfold  vengeance  ;  but,  alas  ! 
it  hurts  no  one  but  its  mafter  !  For 
Junius  muft  not  think  to  put  words  into, 
my  mouth,  that  feem  too  foul  even  for  his= 
own,  • 

My  friend's  political  engagements  I  know- 
not,   fo  cannot  pretend  to  explain  them,   or 
afTert  their  confiftency.     I  know  not  whether 
Junius  be  confiderable  enough  to  belong  tO\ 
any  party ;  if  he  fhould .  be  fo,  can  he   affirm 
that  he  has  always  adhered  to  one  fet  of  men. 
and  meafures  ?   Is  he  fure  that  he.  ha»  never 
Tided  with  thofe  whom  he  was  firft  hired  to. 
abufe  ?    Has   he   never,  abufed   thofe  he   was 
hired  to  praife  ?   To  fay  the  truth,  moft  men's . 
politics   iit   much   too    ioofely    about    them. 
But  as   my    friend's   military  chara6ter  was 
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the  chief  obje£t  that  engaged  me  in  this  con- 
troverfy,  to  that  I  fhall  return. 

Junius  afks  what  inftances  my  friend  has. 
given  of  his  military  fkill  and.  capacity  as  a- 
general  ?  When  and  where  he  gained  his  ho- 
nour ?  When  he  deferved  his  emoluments  ? 
The  united  voice  of  the  army  which  ferved 
under  him,  the  glorious  teftimony  of  prince 
Ferdinand,  and  of  vanquifhed  enemies,  all 
Germany  will  tell  him.  Junius  repeats  the 
complaints  of  the  army  againft  parliamentary 
influencCi  I  love  the  army  too  well,  not  to 
wifh  that  fuck  influence  were  lefs.  Let  Ju- 
nius point  out  the  time  when  it  has  not  pre- 
vailed. It  was  of  the  lead  force  in  the  time- 
of  that  great  man,  the  late  duke  of  Cumber- 
land, who,  as  a  prince  of  the  blood,  was^ 
able  as  well  as  willing  to  ft  em  a-  torrent  which' 
would  have  overborne  any  private  lubje^ft;  In 
time  of  war  this  influence  is  fmall.  In  peace, 
when  difcontent  and  fadion  have  the  fureft 
means  to  operate,  efpecially  in  this  country, 
and  when,  from  a  fcarcity  of  public  fpirlt,  the 
wheels  of  government  are  rarely  moved,  but 
by  the  power  and  force  of  obligations,  its 
weight  is  always  too  great.  Yet,  if  this  in- 
iluence  at  prefent  has  done,  no  greater  harm 
than  the  placing  Earl  Percy  at  the  head  of  a 
regiment,  I  do  not  think  that  either  the  rights 
or  beft  interells  of  the  army  are  facrificed  and 
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betrayed,  or  the  nation  undone.     Let  me  alk 
Junius,  if  he  knows  any  one  nobleman  in  the 
army,  who  has  had  a  regiment  by  fcniority  ? 
I   feel  myfelf  happy  in   feeing  young  noble- 
men of  illuftrious   name   and   great   proper- 
ty come  among  us.     They  are  an  additional 
fecurity  to  the  kingdom  from  foreign  or  do- 
meftic  flavery.     Junius  needs  not  be  told,  that 
fhould  the  time  ever  come,  when  this  nation 
is  to   be   defended   only  by  thofe,  who  have 
nothing    more  to   lofe   than  their   arms   and 
their  pay,  its  danger  will  be  great  indeed.     A 
happy  mixture   of  men  of  quality  with  fol- 
diers  of  fortune  is  always   to  be  wifhed  for. 
But  the  main  point  is  ftill  to   be  contended 
for,  I  mean  the   difcipline   and  condition   of 
the  army,  and  I  muft  ftill  maintain,  though 
contradi6i:ed   by    Junius,    that    it  was   never 
upon  a  more  refpe6l:able  footing,  as  to  all  the 
eflentials  that  can  form  good  foldiers,  than  it 
is  at  prefent.     Junius  is  forced  to  allow  that 
our  army  at  home  may  be  in  fome  tolerable 
order  ;  yet  how  kindly  does  he  invite  our  late 
enemies  to  the  invafion  of  Ireland,  by  afluring 
them  that  the  army  in  that  kingdom  is  totally- 
ruined  !     (The    colonels    of  that   army    are 
much  obliged  to  him)   I  have   too  great  an 
opinion  of  the    military  talents   of  the  lord 
lieutenant,  and  of  all  their  diligence  and  ca- 
pacity,  to  believe  it.     If  from  fome  ftrange, 
unaccountable    fatality,    the    people   of   that 
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kingdom  cannot  be  induced  to  confult  their 
own  fecurity,  by  fuch  an  efFeilual  augmenta- 
tion, as  may  enable  the  troops  there  to  a6t 
with  power  and  energy,  is  the  commander  in 
cjiief  here  to  blame  ?  Or  is  he  to  bJame,  be- 
caufe  the  troops  in  the  Mediterranean,  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  in  America,  labour  under 
great  difficulties  from  the  fcarcity  of  men, 
which  is  but  too  vifible  all  over  thefe  king- 
doms !  Many  of  our  forces  are  in  climates 
unfavourable  to  Britifti  conftitutions  :  their 
lofs  is  in  proportion.  Britain  muft  recruit 
all  thefe  regiments  from  her  own  emaciated 
bofom,  or  more  precariouHy,  by  catholicks 
from  Ireland.  We  are  likewife  fubje£l:  to  the 
fatal  drains  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  to  Senegal, 
and  the  alarming  emigrations  of  our  people 
to  other  countries :  Such  depopulation  can 
only  be  repaired  by  a  long  peace,  or  by  fome 
fenfible  bill  of  naturalization. 

I  MUST  now  take  the  liberty  to  talk  to 
Junius  on  my  own  account.  He  is  pleafed 
to  tell  me  that  he  addrefles  himfelf  to  me 
perfonally^  I  fhall  be  glad  to  fee  him.  It  is 
his  imperfonaUty  that  I  complain  of,  and  his 
invifible  attacks ;  for  his  dagger  in  the  air  is 
only  to  be  regarded,  becaufe  one  cannot  fee 
the  hand  which  holds  it  ;  but  had  it  not 
wounded  other  people  more  deeply  than  my- 
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felf,  I  ihould"  not  have  obtruded  myfelf  at  all* 
CMi  the  patience  of  the  public. 

Marx  how  a  pkin  tale  fhall  put  hiiri' 
down,  and  transfufe  the  blulh  of  my  ribband 
into  his  own  checks.  Junius  tells  me,  that 
at  my  return,  I  zealoufly  undertook  the  caufc 
of  the  gallant  army,  by  whofe  bravery  at  Ma* 
nilla  my  own  fortunes  were  eftabliihed  ;  that" 
I  complained,  that  I  even  appealed  to  the 
public.  1  did  fo;  I  glory  in  having  done  (oy 
as  I  had  an  undoubted  right  to  vindicate  my 
own  charatSler,  attacked  by  a  Spanifh  memo- 
rial, and  to  alTert  tlie  rights  of  my  brave  com- 
panians,  I  glory  likewife,  that  I  have  never 
taken  up  my  pen,  but  to  vindfcate  the  in- 
jured. Junius  afks  by  what  accident  did  it 
happen,  that. in  thernidft  of  all  this  buftle, 
and  all  the  clamours  for  juflice  to  the  iiijured 
troops,  the  Manilla  ranfom  was  fuddenly  bu- 
ried in  a  profound,  and,  fmce  that  time,  an 
uninterrupted  filence  ?'  I  ■  will  explain-  the 
caufe  to  the  public.  The  feveral  miniflers 
who  have  been  employed  fmce  that  time  have 
been  very  defirous  to  do  juftice  from  two  . 
moft  laudable  motives,  a  ftrong  inclination ' 
to  aflift  injured  bravery,  and  to  acquire  a  well 
deferved  popularity  to  themfelves.  Their  ef- 
forts have  been  in  vain.  Some  were  ingenu- 
ous enough  to  own,-  that  they  could* not" 
think  of  involving  this  diilrefled  nation  into 
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another  war  for  our  prh^ate  concerns.  In 
fliort,  our  rights  for  the  prefent  are  facrificed 
to  national  convenience  ;  and  I  muft  confefs', 
that  although  I  may  lofe  five-and-twenty 
thoufand  pounds  by  their  acquiefcence  to  thig 
breach  of  faith  in  the  Spaniards,  I  think  they 
are  in  the  right  to  temporize,  confidering 
the  critical  fituation  of  this  country,  con- 
vulfed  in  every  part  by  poifon  infufed  by  ano- 
nymous, wicked,  and  incendiary  writers. 
Lord  Shelburne  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  ©wn, 
thatj  in  September  laft,  I  waited  upon  him 
with  a  joint  memorial  from  the  admiral  Sir 
S.  Cornifli  and  myfelf,  in  behalf  of  our  in- 
jured companions.  His  lordfhip  was  as  frank 
upon  the  occafion  as  other  fecretaries  had 
been  before  him.  He  did  not  deceive  us  by 
giving  any  immediate  hopes  of  relief. 

Junius   would  bafery  lufmuate,    that  my- 
filence   may  have  been  purchafed  by  my  go- 
vernment,   by    my    blujhing  ribband,  by   my 
regiment,  by   the   fale  of  that  regiment,  and 
by  half-pay  as  an  Irifli  colonel. 

His  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  give  me  my 
government,  for  my  fervice  at  Madras.  I 
had  my  firfl:  regiment  in  1757.  Upon  my 
jeturn  from  Manilla,  his  Majefty,  by  Lord 
Egremont,  informed  me,  that  I  fhould  have 
the  iirfi;  vacant  red  ribband,  as  a  reward  for 

many 
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many  fervices  in  an  enterprize,  which  I  had 
planned  as  well  as  executed.  The  Duke  of 
Bedford  and  Mr.  Grenville  confirmed  thofe 
afiurances  many  months  before  the  Spaniards 
had  protefted  the  ranfom  bills.  To  accom- 
modate Lord  Clive,  then  going  upon  a  moft 
important  fervice  to  Bengal,  I  waved  my 
claim  to  the  vacancy  which  then  happened. 
As  there  was  no  other  vacancy  until  the  Duke 
of  Grafton  and  Lord  Rockingham  were  joint 
'minifters,  I  was  then  honoured  with  the  or- 
der, and  It  Is  furely  no  fmall  honour  to  me,- 
that  in  fuch  a  fucceflion  of  minifters,  they 
were  all  pleafed  to  think  that  I  had  deferved 
it ;  in  my  favour  they  Were  all  united.  Up^ 
on  the  redu6l:ion  of  the  79th  regiment,  which 
laad  ferved  fo  glorioofly  in  the'Eaft-Indies,  his 
Maj efly,  unfolicited  by  me,  gave  me  the 
1 6th  of  foot  as  an  equivalent.  My  motives 
for  retiring  afterwards  are  foreign  to  the 
purpofe  ;  let  it  fuffice,  that  his  Majefty 
was  pleafed  to  approve  of  them  ;  they  are 
fuch  as  no  man  can  think  indecent,  who 
knows  the  fhocks  that  repeated  viciflitudes  of 
heat  and  cold,  of  dangerous  and  fickly  cli- 
mates, will  give  to  the  beft  conftitutions  in  a 
pretty  long  courfe  of  fervice.  I  refigned  my 
regiment  to  colonel  Gifborne,  a  very  good 
officer,  for  his  half-pay,  1200I.  Irifh  an- 
nuity; fo  that,  according  to  Junius,  I  have 
been  bribcLd  to  fay  nothing  more  of  the  Ma- 
nilla 
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nilla  ranfom,  and  facrifice  thofe  brave  men 
by  the  ftrange  avarice  of  accepting  three 
hundred  and  eighty  pounds  per  ann.  and  giv- 
ing up  eight  hundred  !  If  this  be  bribery,  it 
is  not  the  bribery  of  thefe  times.  As  to  my 
flattery,  thofe  who  know  me  will  judge  of  it* 
By  the  afperity  of  Junius's  ftile,  I  cannot  in- 
deed call  him  a  flatterer,  unlefs  he  be  as  a 
cynick  or  a  maflifl^:  if  he  wags  his  tail,  he 
will  ftill  growl,  and  long  to  bite.  The  pub- 
lic will  now  judge  of  the  credit  that  ought  to 
be  given  to  Junius's  writings,  from  the  falfi- 
ties  that  he  has  infmuated  with  refpedt  to 
myfelf. 

WILLIAM  DRAPER. 


L  E  T  T  E  R    V. 

TO    SIR    WILLIAM    DRAPER,     KNIGHT 
OF    THE    BATH. 

SIR,  21  February^  ^7^9* 

I  SHOULD  ju%  be  fufpeaed  of  aftlng 
upon  motives  of  more  than  common 
enmity  to  Lord  Granby,  if  I  continued  to 
give  you  frefh  materials  or  occafion  for 
writing  in  his  defence.  Individuals  who 
hate,  and  the  public  who  defpife,  have  read 
your  letters,  Sir  William,  with  infinitely 
more  fatisfa^lion  than  mine.     Unfortunately 

for 
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for  him,  his  reputation,  like,  that  unhappy- 
country  to  which  you  refer  me  for  his  laft 
military  atchievcmcnts,  has  fufFered  more  by 
his  friends  than  his  enemies^.  In  mercy  to 
him,  let  us  drop^the  fubjeit.  For  my  ov:n 
part,  T  willingly  leave  it  to  the  public  to  de-^ 
termine  whether  your  vindication  of  your 
friend  has  been  as  able  and  judicious,  as  it 
was  certainly  well  intended  ;  and  you,  I 
think,  may  be  fatisfied  with  the  warm  ac- 
knowledgements he  al,ready  owes  you  ,  for 
making  him  the  principal  figure  in  a.  piece, 
in  which,  but  for  your  amicable  ailiftance, 
he  might  have  pafTed, without  particular  np-r 
tke  or  diflindlion. 

In  juftice  to  your  friends.  Jet  your  future- 
hbours  be  confined  to  the  care  of  your  own 
reputation.  Your  declaration,  that  you  are 
happy  in  feeing  young  noWemen-  come  among 
U5y  is  liable  to  two  obje6tions.  With  refpe(5t 
to  Lord  Percy,  it  means  nothing,  for  he  was 
already  in  the  army.  He  was  aid  de  camp  to 
the  King,  and  had  the  rank  of  colonel.  A 
regiment  therefore  could  not  make  him  a 
more  military  man,  though  it  madq  hinx 
richer,  and  probably  at  the  exp^nce  of  fpme 
brave,  deferving,  friendlefs  ofRcer. — The 
other  concerns  yourfelf.  After  felling  the 
companions  of  your  vi<£tory  in  one  inflance, 
5Lnd  after  felling  your  profeflion  in  the  otlier, 

by. 
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"by  what  authority  do  you  prefume  to  call  your- 
felf  a  foldier  ?  The  plain  evidence  of  facts  is 
fuperior  to  all  declarations.  Before  you  were 
appointed  to  the  i6th  regiment,  your  com- 
plaints were  a  diftrefs  to  government ; — from 
that  moment  you  were  filent.  The  conclu- 
Hon  is  inevitable.  You  infmuate  to  us  that 
your  ill  ftate  of  health  obliged  you  to  quit  the 
fervice.  The  retirement  neceiTary  to  repair  a 
broken  conftitution  would  have  been  as  g-ood 
a  rcafon  for  not  accepting,  as  for  refigning' 
the  command  of  a  regiment.  There  is  cer- 
tainly an  error  of  the  prefs,  or  an  afFecSled' 
obfcurity  in  that  paragraph,  where  you  fpeak 
of  your  bargain  with  colonel  Gifborne.  In- 
ftead  of  attempting  to  anfwer  what  I  do  not 
really  underftand,  permit  me  to  explain  to 
the  public  what  I  really  know.  In  exchange 
for  your  regiment,  you  accepted  of  a  colonel's 
half-pay  (at  leafl  220I.  a  year)  and  an  an- 
nuity of  200I.  for  your  own  and  lady  Dra- 
per's life  jointly. — And  is  this  the  lofmg 
bargain,  which  you  would  reprefent  to  us,  as 
if  you  had  given  up  an  income  of  800] .  a 
year  for  380I.  ?  Was  it  decent,  was  it  ho- 
nourable, in  a  man,  who  pretends  to  love  the 
army,  and  calls  himfelf  a  foldier,  to  make  a 
traffic  of  the  royal  favour,  and  turn  the  high- 
eft  honour  of  an  a6live  profeifion  into  a 
fordid  provifion  for  himfelf  and  his  family  ? 
It  were  unworthy  of  me  to  prefs  you  farther. 

The 
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The  contempt  with  which  the  whole  arm/ 
heard  of  the  manner  of  your  retreat,  aflures 
me,  that  as  your  condu6l  was  not  juftified  by 
precedent,  it  will  never  be  thought  an  ex- 
ample for  imitation. 

The  lafl  and  moft  important  queft ion  re- 
mains. When  you  receive  your  half-pay,  do 
you,  or  do  you  not,  take  a  folemn  oath,  or 
%n  a  declaration  upon  your  honour,  to  the 
following  efFe6l  ?  T}?at  you  do  not  aSfuaUy  hold 
any  place  of  profit,  civil  or  military^  under  his 
Majejly,  The  charge  which  the  queftioa 
plainly  conveys  againft  you,  is  of  fo  fhock- 
ing  a  completion,  that  I  fmcerely  wifh  you 
may  be  able  to  anfwer  it  well,  hot  merely  for 
the  colour  of  your  reputation,  but  for  your 
own  inward  peace  of  mind. 

JUNIUS. 
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TO      JUNIUS. 

SIR,  517  February^  1769. 

I  HAVE  a  very  fhort  anfwer  for  Ju- 
nius*s  important  queftion:  I  do  not  ei- 
ther take  an  oath,  or  declare  upon  honour, 
that  I  have  noplace  of  profit,  civil  or  military^ 

when 
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when  I  receive  the  half-pay  as  an  Irlfh  colo- 
nel. My  moft  gracious  Sovereign  gives  it 
me  as  a  penfion  ;  he  vi^as  pleafed  to  think  I 
deferved  it.  The  annuity  of  20ol.  Irilh, 
and  the  equivalent  for  the  half-pay  together, 
produces  no  more  than  380I.  per  annum, 
clear  of  fees  and  perquifites  of  office.  I  re- 
ceive 167I.  from  my  government  of  Yar- 
mouth. Total  547I.  per  annum.  My  con- 
fcience  is  much  at  eafe  in  thefe  particulars.^ 
my  friends  need  not  blufli  for  me. 

Junius  makes  much  and  frequent  ufe  of 
interrogations  :  they  are  arms  that  may  be 
eafdy  turned  againft  himfelf.  I  could,  by 
malicious  interrogation,  difturb  the  peace  of 
the  moft  tirtuous  man  in  the  kingdom ;  I 
could  take  the  decalogue,  and  fay  to  one 
•iTian,  Did  you  never  fteal  ?  To  the  next. 
Did  you  never  commit  \murder  ?  And  to  Ju- 
nius himfelf,  who  is  putting  my  life  and 
conduiSl  to  the  rack,  Did  you  never  bear  falfe 
witnefs  againft  thy  neighbour?  Junius  muft 
eafily  fee,  that  unlefs  he  affirms  to  the  con- 
trary In  his  real  name,  fome  people  who  may 
be  as  ignorant  of  him  as  I  am,  will  be  apt  to 
fufpe£t  him  of  having  deviated  a  little  from 
the  truth :  therefore  let  Junius  afk  no  more 
queftions.  You  bite  againft  a  file :  ceafe 
viper, 

LET- 
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LETTER    VII. 


TO    SIR     WILLIAM     DRAPER,     KNIGHT     Ot 
THE    BATH. 

SIR,  3  March,  1769. 

AN  academical  education  has  given  you 
an  unlimited  command  over  the  moft 
beautiful  figures  of  fpeech.  Mafks,  hatchets, 
racks,  and  vipers  dance  through  your  let^ 
tefs  in  ill  the  mazes  of  metaphorical  con- 
fufion.  Thefe  are  the  gloomy  companions 
of  a  difturbed  imagination  ;  the  melancholy 
madnefs  of  poetry,  without  the  infpiration* 
I  will  not  contend  vi^ith  you  in  point  of 
compofition.  You  are  a  fcholar.  Sir  Wil- 
liam, and  if  I  am  truly  informed,  you  write 
Latin  with  almofl:  as  much  purity  as  Englifhi 
Suffer  me  then,  for  I  am  a  plain  unlettered 
man,  to  continue  that  ftile  of  interrogatlonj 
which  fults  my  capacity,  and  to  which,  con- 
fidering  the  readinefs  of  your  anfwers,  you 
ought  to  have  no  objection.      Even  *  Mr. 

♦  Bin  G  LEY  was  committed  by  the  King's  Bench  for  a 
contempt  of  court,  on  which  he  made  a  voJurrtary  oath, 
that  he  would  not  anfwer  interrogatories,  unlefs  h«  was 
put  to  die  torture. 

Bingley 
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Bingley   promifes   to   anfwer,   if  put    to    the 
torture. 

Do  you  then  really  think  that,  if  I  were 
to  aflc  a  mojl  vWtuous  man  whether  he  ever 
committed  theft,  or  murder,  it  would  difturb 
his  peace  of  mind  ?  Such  a  quefllon  might 
perhaps  difcompofe  the  gravity  of  his  mufcles, 
but  I  believe  it  would  little  afre6t  the  tran- 
quility of  his  confcience.  Examine  your 
own  breaft.  Sir  William,  and  you  will  dif- 
cover,  that  reproaches  and  enquiries  have 
no  power  to  affliil  either  the  man  of  un- 
blemifhed  integrity,  or  the  abandoned  profli- 
gate. It  is  the  middle  compound  chara6ler 
which  alone  is  vulnerable :  the  man,  who, 
without  firmnefs  enough  to  avoid  a  difho- 
nourable  a6lion,  has  feeling  enough  to  be 
afliamed  of  it. 

I  THANK  you  for  the  hint  of  the  decalogue, 
and  fhall  take  an  opportunity  of  applying  it 
to  fome  of  your  moft  virtuous  friends  in  both 
houfes  of  parliament. 

You  feem  to  have  dropped  the  affair  of 
your  regiment ;  fo  let  it  reft.  When  you 
are  appointed  to  another,  I  dare  fay  you  will 
not  fell  it  either  for  a  grofs  fum  or  for  an 
annuity  upon  livss. 

Vol.  L  D  I  am 
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I  AM  truly  glad  (for  really,  Sir  William, 
I  am  not  your  enemy,  nor  did  I  begin  this 
conteft  with  you)  that  you  have  been  able  to 
clear  yourfelf  of  a  crime,  though  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  higheft  indifcretion*  You  fay 
that  your  half-pay  was  given  you  by  way  of 
penfion.  I  will  not  dwell  upon  the  fingula- 
rity  of  uniting  in  your  own  perfon  two  forts 
of  provifion,  which  in  their  own  nature, 
and  in  all  military  and  parliamentary  viewSy 
are  incompatible;  but  I  call  upon  you  to 
juftify  that  declaration,  wherein  you  charge 
your  Sovereign  with  having  done  an  adl  in 
your  favour  notorloufly  againft  law.  The 
half-pay,  both  in  Ireland  and  England,  is 
appropriated  by  parliament  ;  and  if  it  be  gi- 
ven  to  perfons,  who,  like  you,  are  legally 
incapable  of  holding  it,  it  is  a  breach  of  law. 
It  would  have  been  more  decent  in  you  to 
have  called  this  difhonourable  tranfadlion  by 
its  true  name  ;  a  job  to  accommodate  two 
perfons,  by  particular  intereft  and  manage- 
ment at  the  caftle.  What  fenfe  muft  govern- 
ment have  had  of  your  fervices,  when  the  re- 
wards they  have  given  you  are  only  a  dif- 
grace  to  you  ! 

And  now,  Sir  William,  I  fhall  take  my 
leave  ,of  you  for  ever.  Motives  very  diffe- 
rent from  any  apprehenfion  of  your  rcfent- 
ment,    make    it  impolTible    you    fliould    ever 

know 
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know  me.  In  truth,  you  have  fome  reafon 
to  hold  )'ourfelf  indebted  to  me.  F'rom  the 
leUbns  I  have  given  you,  you  may  collecft  a 
profitable  inftrudlion  for  your  future  life. 
They  will  either  teach  you  fo  to  regulate 
your  conduiS!:,  as  to  be  able  to  fet  the  mofi: 
malicious  inquiries  at  defiance ;  iw,  if  tha^t  be 
a  loft  hope,  they  will  teach  you  prudence 
e^iough  not  to  atti"a6l  the  public  attention  to 
a  character,  which  will  only  pafs  without 
cenfure,  when  it  palTes  without  obferva- 
tion*. 

*  Sir  William  Draper's  Interference  occafioned 
the  Marquis  of  Granby's  charafter  to  be  more  chlargt-d 
upon  than  was  at  firft  intended.  The  contefl-,  for  the 
prefent,  clofed  with  this  letter,  the  Marquis  having- 
fignlfied  to  Sir  William  to  defill  writing  in  his  de- 
fence. On  Wednefday  the  17th  of  January  1770,  the 
Marquis  refigned  all  his  places,  except  the  BJues,  artd 
condemned  openly  ;n  the  lioufe  of  Commons  that 
political  fyftem,  which  had  drawn  on  him  the  notici.. 
of  Junius.  He  died  in  0(5lober,  the  fame  year,  univer- 
(V.lly  lamented. 
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LETTER    VIIL 


TO    THE    DU?CE    OF    GRAFTON. 

M  Y    L  6  R  D,  1 8  March,  1769. 

BEFORE  you  were  placed  at  the  head  of 
affairs,  it  had  been  a  maxim  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  government,  not  unwillingly  admitted 
by  the  people,  that  every  ungracious  or  fe- 
vcre  exertion  of  the  prerogative  fhould  be 
placed  to  the  account  of  the  Minifter ;  but  that, 
whenever  an  acSl  of  grace  or  benevolence  was 
to  be  performed,  the  whole  merit  of  it  fhould 
be  attributed  to  the  Sovereign  himfelf.  It 
was  a  wife  do6lrine,  my  Lord,  and  equally 
advantageous  to  the  King  and  his  fubjeifts  ; 
for  while  it  preferved  that  fufpicious  attention 
with  which  the  people  ought  always  to  exa- 
mine the  condu6t  of  miniflers,  it  tended  at 
the  fame  time  rather  to  increafe  than  dimi- 
nifh  their  attachment  to  the  perfon  of  their 
Sovereign.  If  there  be  not  a  fatality  attend- 
ing every  meafure  you  are  concerned  in,  by 
what  treachery,  or  by  what  excefs  of  folly 
has  it  happened,  that  thofe  ungracious  a6ls, 
which  have  diftinguifhed  your  adminiflra- 
tion,  and  v/hich  I  doubt  not  were  entirely 
your  own,  fliould  carry  with  them  a  ftrong 

appear- 
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appearance  of  perfonal  intereft,  and  even  of 
perfonal  enmity  in  a  quarter,  where  no  fuch 
intereft  or  enmity  can  be  flippofed  to  cxifl-, 
without  the  highefl  injuftice  and  the  higheft 
difhonour  ?  On  the  other  hand,  by  what 
judicious  management  have  you  contrived 
it,  that  the  only  a6b  of  mercy,  to  which 
you  ever  advlfed  your  Sovereign,  far  from 
adding  to  the  juflre  of  a  character,  truly 
gracious  and  benevolent,  fhould  be  received 
with  univerfal  difapprobation  and  difguft? 
I  fnall  conficler  it  as  a  minifterial  meafure, 
bccaufe  it  is  an  odious  one,  and  as  your  mea- 
fure, my  Lord  Duke,  becaufe  you  are  the 
minifler. 

As  long  as  the  trial  of  this  chairman  was 
depending,  it  Vr'as  natural  enough  that  go- 
vernment fhould  give  him  every  poilible  en- 
couragement and  fupport.  The  honourable 
fervice  for  which  he  was  hired,  and  the  fpirit 
with  which  he  performed  it,  made  common 
caufe  between  your  grace  and  him.  The 
minifler,  who  by  fecret  corruption  invades 
the  freedom  of  ele6lions,  and  the  ruffian, 
who  by  open  violence  deftroys  that  freedom, 
are  embarked  in  the  fame  bottom.  1'hey 
have  the  fame  interefts,  and  mutually  feel 
for  each  other.  To  do  juftice  to  your 
Grace's  humanity,  you  felt  for  IVlacQuirk. 
as  you  ought,  to,  do,  and  if  you  had  been 
D  ^  con- 
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contented  to  alTiil  hlin  ijullre6lly,  without  a 
notorious  denial  of  jufticc,  or  openly  infult- 
ing  the  fenfe  of  the  nation,  you  might  have 
fatisned  every  duty  of  political  friendfliip, 
without  committing  the-  honour  of  your  So- 
vereign, or  hazarding  the  reputation  of  his 
government.  But  when  this  unhappy  man 
had  been  f(>lemnly  tried,  convided  and  con- 
demned i  —  when  it  appeared  that  he  had 
been  frequently  employed  in  the  fame  fer- 
vices,  and  that  no  excufe  for  him  could  be 
drawn  either  from  the  innocence  of  his  former 
life,  or  the  fimplicity  of  his  character,  was  ic 
not  hazarding  too  much  to  interpofe  the 
ftrength  of  the  prerogative  between  this  felon 
and  the  juftice  of  his  country*  ?     You  ought 

to 

♦  ff^bltehallf  March  ii,  1769.  His  Majefty  has  been 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  extend  liis  royal  mercy  to  Edward 
M'Quirk,  found  guilty  of  the  murderof  George  Clarice, 
a&  appears  by  his  royal  warrant  to  the  tenor  following. 

GEORGE     R. 

Whereas  a  doubt  had  arifen  in  Our  Royal  bread 
concciTiing  the  evidence  of  the  death  of  George  Clarke, 
from  the  reprefentations  of  Wiilia!:i  Bromfield,  Efq;  Sur- 
geon, and  Solomon  Starling,  Apothecary  j  bothof  whorr>, 
as  has  been  reprefented  to  Us,  attended  the  deccafed  be- 
fore his  death,  and  exprefled  their  opinions  that  he  did 
jTct  die  of  the  blow  he  received  at  Brentford  :  And 
whereas  it  appears  to  Us,  that  neither  of  the  faid  perfons 
were  produced  as  witnefles  upon  the  trial,  though  the 

laid 
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to  have  known  that  an  example  of  this  Ibrt 
v/as  never  (o  neceilary  as  at  prefent ;  and 
certainly  you  muft  have  know^n  that  the  lot 
could  not  have  fallen  upon  a  more  guilty 
D  4  obje(Sl. 

laid  Solomon  Starling  had  been  examined  before  the 
Coroner,  and  the  only  perfon  called  to  prove  that  the 
death  of  the  faid  George  Clarke  was  occafioned  by  the 
faid  blow,  was  John  Foot,  Surgeon,  who  never  faw  the 
decealed  till  after  his  death  j  We  thought  fit  thereupon 
to  refer  the  faid  reprelentations,  together  with  the  report 
of  the  Recorder  of  Our  city  of  London,  of  the  evidence 
given  by  Richai-d  and  William  Beale,  and  the  fiiid  John 
Foot,  on  the  trial  of  Edward  Quirk,  otherwife  called 
Edward  Kirk,  otherwife  called  Edward  M'Quirk,  for  the 
murder  of  the  faid  Clark,  to  the  mailer,  wa/dens,  and  the 
reft  of  the  court  of  examiners  of  the  Surgeons  company, 
commanding  them  liLewife  to  take  fuch  further  exami- 
nation of  the  faid  perfons  fo  reprefenting,  and  of  faid 
John  Foot,  as  they  might  think  neceffary,  together  with 
the  premifes  abovementioned,  to  form  and  report  to  Us 
their  opinion,  "  Whether  it  did  or  did  not  appear  to 
'*  them,  that  the  faid  George  Clarke  (lied  in  confequence 
*' of  the  blow  he  received  in  the  riot  at  Brentford  on 
"  the  8th  of  December  laft."  And  the  faid  court  of 
examiners  of  the  Surgeons  company  having  thereupon 
reported  to  Us  their  opinion,  "  That  it  did  not  appear  to 
*'  them  that  he  tlid  ;''  We  have  thought  proper  to  extend 
Our  royal  mercy  to  him  the  faid  Edward  Qu^irk,  otherwife 
cr.lled  Eiiward  Kirk,  otherwife  called  Edward  M'Qviirk, 
and  to  grant  him  our  free  pardon  for  the  Murder  of  the 
i'aid  George  Clarke,  of  which  he  has  been  found  guilty  : 
Our  will  and  pleafure  therefore  is.  That  he  the  faid 
Edward  Quirk,  otherwife  called  Edward  Kii  k,  otherwii'e 
called  Edward  M'Quirk,  be  inferted,  for  the  faid  Mur- 
der 
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obje£l.  What  fyllem  of  government  is  this  ?  • 
You  arc  perpetually  complaining  of  the  riot- 
ous difpofitloji  of  the  lower  clafs  of  people, 
yet  when  the  lav/s  have  given  you  the  means  ' 
of  making  an  example,  in  every  fenfe  unex- 
ceptionable, and  by  far  the  mofi:  likely  to 
a^vve  thq  multitude,  you  pardon  the  offence, 
and  are  not  afhanied  to  give  the  fancftion  of 
government  to  the  riots  you  complain  of,  and 
even  to  future  murders.  You  are  pnrtial 
perhaps  ta  the  military  mode  of  execution, 
^nd  had  rather  fee  a  fcore  of  thefe  wretchci? 
butchered  by  the  guards,  than  one  of  them 
fufler  death  by  rsguhir  courfe  of  law.  How 
does  it  happen,  my  Lord,  that  in  your  hands, 
even  the  mercy  of  the  prerogative  is  cruelty 
and  opprefTion  to  the  fubjedt  ? 

<Jcr,  in  Our  faft  and  aext  general  pardon  that  (hall  come 
out  for  the  poor  convicts  of  Newgate,  without  any  con- 
dition whatfoever  j  and  that  jn  the  m^an  time  you  take 
bai;I  for  his  appearance,  in  o:  der  to  plead  Our  faid  par- 
don.    And  for  lb  doing  this  fliall  be  your  warrant. 

Given  at  Our  court  at  St.  James's  the  roth  dny  of 
Marchj  1769,  in  the  ninth  year  of  Our  reign^ 
By  his  Majefty's  command, 

ROCHFORD. 

To  our  trufty  and  well  beloved  James 
P2yre,  Kfqj  Recorder  of  Our  city  of 
London,  the  Sheriffs  of  Our  fai(^ 
city  and  county  of  Middlelex,  and 
all  others  whom  it  may  concern, 

The 


^ 


J-U  N  1  US,    ^iC,  57 

The  meafure  it  feems  was  fo  extraordina- 
ry, that  you  thought  it  neceffary  to  give  fome 
reafons  for  it  to  the  pubhc.  I^et  them  be 
fairly  examined. 

I..  Yow  hy  thatMeJfrs,  Bromfield  and  Star- 
ling were  not  examined  at  AlacS-^'.irk's  trial, 
I  will  tell  your  Grace  why  they  were  not. 
They  muft  have  been  examined  upon  oath; 
and  it  v/as  forefaen,  that  their  evidence  would 
either  not  benefit,  or  might  be  prejudicial  to 
the  prifoner.  Otherwife,  is  it  conceivable, 
that  his  counfel  fhould  ncglecl  to  call  in  Inch 
material  evidence..    - 

You  fay  that  Afr.  Foot  did  not  fee  the  de- 
ceased until  after  his  death.  A  furgeon,  my 
Lord,  muft  knov/  very  little  of  his  profeffion, 
\'^^  upon  examining  a  wound,  or  a  contufion, 
he  cannot  determine  whether  it  was  mortal 
or  not. — ^While  the  party  is  alive,  a  fur- 
geon will  be  cautious  of  pronouncins; ; 
whereas  by  th?^  death  of  the  patient,  he  is 
enabled  to  confider  both  caufe  and  effeit  in 
one  view,  and  to  fpeak  with  a  certainty  con- 
firmed by  experience. 

Yet  we  are  tQ  thank  your  Grace  for  the 

eftiblifhment   of  a    new  tribunal.     Your  in- 

quifttio  pajl  ?nortetii  is  unknown  to  the  laws  of 

England,  and  does  honour  to  your  invention. 

D  5  I'hc 
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The  only  material  objection  to  it  is,  that  if 
Mr.  Foot's  evidence  was  infufficient,  becaufe 
be  did  not  examine  the  wound  till  after  the 
death  of  the  party,  much  lefs  can  a  negative 
opinion,  given  by  gentlemen  who  never  faw 
the  body  of  Mr.  Ckirke,  either  before  or  af- 
ter his  deceafe,  authorife  you  to  fuperfcde 
the  verdict  of  a  jury,  and  the  fentence  of  the 
law. 


Now,  my  Lord,  let  me  afk  you.  Has  it 
-never  occurred  to  your  Grace,  while  you 
were  withdrawing  this  defperate  wretch  from 
that  jufticc  which  the  laws  had  awarded, 
and  which  the  whole  people  of  England  de- 
manded againft  him,  that  there  is  another 
man,  who  is  the  favourite  of  his  country, 
whofe  pardon  would  have  been  accepted  with 
gratitude,  whofe  pardon  would  have  healed 
all  our  divifions  ?  Have  you  quite  forgotten 
that  this  man  was  once  your  Grace's  friend? 
Or  is  it  to  murderers  only  that  you  will  ex- 
tend the  mercy  of  the  crown. 

These  are  queftions  you  will  not  anfwer. 
Nor  is  it  neceflary.  The  character  of  your 
private  life,  and  the  uniform  tenour  of  your 
public  conduct,  is  an  anfwer  to  them  all. 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER    IX. 

A  VINDICATION  OF  THE  DUKE  OF 
GRAFTON,  IN  ANSWER  TO  A  LETTER 
SIGNED   JUNIUS. 

THE  foregoing  letter  of  Junius  addrefled 
to  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  produced  a 
vindication  of  his  Grace  in  a  pamphlet  of 
forty-feven  pages,  by  one  who  calls  himfelf, 
A  Volunteer  in  the  Service  of  Government^  and 
takes  God  to  witnefs  that  neither  his  Grace, 
nor  any  other  fervant  of  the  crown  has  the 
leafl  intimation  or  knowledge  of  it.  This 
gentleman  has  entered  fully  into  the  merits 
of  the  complaint ;  and  has,  he  thinks,  ex- 
pofed  the  wit,  fophiftry,  and  malice  of  Ju- 
nius, with  common  {^\\{q^  truth,  and  good 
nature. 

The  maxim,  he  fays,  of  Englifli  govern- 
ment, (that  the  king  can  do  no  v/rong)  of 
which  Junius  endeavours  to  pervert  the  fenfe, 
owes  its  birth  to  a  cataftrophe,  and  is  adopt- 
ed as  a  bar  againft  a  like  event  on  a  like  oc- 
cafion.  But  to  fay  that  every  ungracious 
and  fevere  exertion  of  the  prerogative  is  to  be 
placed  to  the  account  of  the  minifter ;  and 
every  adl  of  grace  and  benevolence  to  that  of 
D  6  the 
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the  king,  as  Junius  hath  advanced,  is  as  falfe 
as  unjuft  ;  for  it  is  as  much  the  duty  of  a  rni- 
nifter  to  advife  in  the  latter  cafe  as  in  the 
former;  and  he  is  therefore  entitled  to  fnare 
ill  the  praife  that  may  refult  from  the  one^  full 
as  much  as  in  the  blame  that  may  be  laid  on 
the  other. 

The  ungracious  z£is  of  hfs  Grace's  admi- 
nlftration,  alluded  to  by  Junius,  tlie  Volun- 
teer fuppofes  are  : 

1.  That  fole  mitigated  a£l  of  juftice 
which  the  firft  and  mofl  in  fole  nt  of  all  of- 
fenders of  his  chfs  has  drawn  upon  himfelf, 
and, 

2.  That  z^  of  mercy  which  Junius  has 
made  the  fubje^l:  of  his  abufe. 

As  to  the  appearance  of  perfonal  intcreft 
and  perfonal  enmity  operating^  in  the  firft 
cafe,  from  a  quarter  where  no  fuch  intereft  or 
ermity  can  be  fuppofed  to  exift ;  ftiould  it 
be  true,  that  the  criminal  has  offended  that 
quarter  by  the  vileft  afperfions  in  the  moft 
tender  point,  a  point  too  facred  to  be  recol- 
le6led,  and  which  no  nation  on  earth,  ex- 
cept our  own,  would  have  borne  to  be  at- 
tempted ;  that  to  this  purpofe  he  had  amufed, 
'inflamed,  itid  'liiev/itched  the'  minds  of  the 
-     -      >     :    . -  -  young 
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young  and  lively,  by  the  mofl  villainous  and 
moft  infernal  inuendos,  ftri6i:ures,  and  in- 
terpretations, on  an  intercourfe  which  had 
been  folely  founded  on  the  moft  cogent  and 
moft  virtuous  motives  ;  under  fuch  unme- 
rited and  unparalleled  provocation,,  kings 
muft  either  be  fuppofed  to  be  Gods  or  Brutes 
not  to  be  fufceptible  of  the  deepeft  impref- 
fions. 

In  the  fecond  cafe,  it  muft  have  occurred 
to  his  Grace,  that  the  latter  was  an  honeft 
fellow  in  comparifon  to  the  former.  That 
he  was  a  low-bred,  ill-advifed,  unhappy 
wretch,  who,  from  being  employed  by  his 
betters,  in  feveral  contefted  elecSlions,  to  z^ 
according  to  their  occafional  commands,  with 
the  utmoft  impunity,  had  taken  it  for  grant- 
ed, that  the  licentioufnefs  of  an  ele6lion  riot 
was  beyond  the  reach  of  the  laws.  That^ 
having  been  intoxicated  with  liquor,  or  de- 
ceived by  a  filly  or  malicious  prompter,  or 
fignal,  he  fancied  himfelf  to  be  called  upon, 
to  drive  the  adverfary  from  the  field  of  conteft. 
That  he  was  but  one,  of  many,  who  had  been 
led,  or  had  fallen  into  the  fame  error  with  him- 
felf, and  who,  by  laying  about  them  like  mad- 
men, committed  more  mifchief  than  they  ever 
intended  ;  efpecially,  by  ftriking  an  unlucky 
blov/,  of  which  the  perfon  who  received  it 
was  afterted  to  have  died  j  and  whofe  death, 

by 
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by  the  coroner's  inqueft,  va;  deemed  wilful 
murder  by  a  ^  perfon  or  perfons  unknown. 
That,  notwithftanding  this  verdi£t,  the  fur- 
geon  who  had  attended  him  before  he  died, 
had  informed  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  he 
was  of  a  very  different  opinion.  That,  more- 
over, the  culprit  was  fo  little  aware  of  having 
had  any  {hare  in  that  particular  accident;  and 
was  fo  little  aprehenfive  of  refcarches  to  be 
made  after  the  individuals  of  an  •!rle61:ion  riot, 
that  he  had  not  only  returned  to  the  bufmefs 
of  his  legal  calling,  but  had  had  the  impru- 
dence to  converfe  on  what  he  had  done,  with 
his  friends  and  acquaintance.  That  having 
met  with  a  perfon,  v/ho  by  his  birth  and  ap- 
pearance was  a  gentleman,  and  whom  he 
had  faved  from  a  blow,  which  might  have 
proved  as  fatal  as  the  other ;  he  had  not 
fcrupled  to  accept  of  his  offer,  of  treating  him 
with  fome  liquor  by  way  of  gratitude,  nor  of 
relating  to  him  whatever  he  knew  of  the  riot, 
and  of  his  own  (hare  in  it.  That  he  had  been 
fhamefully  betrayed  by  this,  pretended  grate- 
ful gentleman.  That  he  had  no  fooner  been 
made  fenfible,  by  his  impending  fate,  of  the 
unlawfulnefs  and  criminality  of  this  election 
bufmefs,  but  he  had  cried  out  for  mercy,  with 
promifes  of  never  being  guilty  of  the  like 
for  the  future.  That  he  had  not  been  indi(St-r 
ed,  and  condemned  for  murder,  but  for  aid^ 
ing  and  abetting  in  it.  That  thefe  and  ma- 
ny 
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ny  other  circumftances  did  certainly  plead  in 
his  favour.  But  then,  that  his  trial  and  con- 
demnation had  been  attended  with  circuni- 
ftances  on  the  part  of  the  audience,  which  had 
fhocked  all  decency  and  humanity  5  and  had 
{liown,  at  the  fame  time,  fuch  a  fpirit  of  re- 
fentment  and  infatuation  in  thofe  who  had 
been  the  opponents  of  the  candidate,  whofe 
fuccefs  he  had  fpoiled  by  his  mifconducl,  as 
was  highly  and  criminally  refledVmg  on  go- 
vernment, as  if  the  execution  of  this  convifl 
was  to  have  been  a  mere  facrifice  to  liberty, 
falfely  pretended  to  be  injured  by  govern- 
ment itfelf.  That  this  latter  was  a  nettlino- 
occurrence.  That  it  was  as  dangerous  for 
the  miniftry  to  abandon  this  poor  fellow  to 
the  fe verity  of  the  law,  as  to  give  way  to  the 
circumftances  which  pleaded  for  his  pardon. 
That  if  he  was  hanged,  the  crafty  difturbers 
of  public  tranquility  would  not  fail  to  fay,  that 
the  miniftry  had  been  afraid  to  lay  his  cafe 
before  the  King ;  and  had  facrificed  the  poor 
fellow,  to  their  fear  of  fliewing  him  to  be 
their  own  tool,  by  recommending  him  to  the 
royal  mercy.  That  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  com.plied  with  the  duties  of  their  Na- 
tions, in  laying  before  the  King,  the  inter- 
ceffions  that  were  made  in  his  behalf,  with 
the  circumftances  upon  which  they  were 
founded ;  the  fame  revilers  of  government 
would    not  fail   to   fay,    in   cafe   his  Majefty 

fhould 
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fhould  grant  his  pardon,  that  this  royal  ac^ 
was  a  contrivance  of  their  own,  to  fave  their 
tool  from  tlie  gallows,  and  to  bind  him-  there- 
by to  fecrecy.  That,  in  good  policy,  the  hit- 
ter was,  however,  preferable  to  the  other. 
That  l^  the  man  was  hanged,  the  rafcals  could. 
make  him  a  dying  fpeech  of  their  own  in- 
vention, pretending  it  to  have  been  convey- 
ed to  them  one  way  or  other.  That,  on  the 
contrary,  if  he  was  kept  alive,  and  fet  at  li- 
berty, it  wonld  not  be  fo  eafy  for  them  to 
engage  a  man,  who  had  once  efcaped  fo  nar- 
rowly the  power  of  the  law,  to  fland  the 
chance  of  being  tried  for  perjury.  But  after 
all,  that  honefty  was  the  beft  policy,  and  that 
therefore,  the  moft  eligible  of  all  v/as,  to  pay 
no  attention  to  whatever  the  malice  of  others, 
or  one's  own  intereft  might  fuggefl,  but  to 
keep  up  to  the  rules  of  office,  as  well  as  to 
thofe  of  j^uftice  and  humanity;  to  let  the  ap- 
plications for  mercy  take  their  natural  courfe 
to  the  throne,  full  as  much  as  thofe  for  juflice 
had  done  to  the  bar;  to  let  the  circum- 
itances  alledged  be  referred  to  vv'hatever 
pcrfons,  courts,  or  ofHces,  were  entitled  to 
report  on  the  fame,  and  to  let  his  Ma]efly 
determine  from  thence,  according  to  the 
dictates  of  his  own  wifdom,  jullice^  and 
demcjbcy. 

I  SHALL 
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I  SHALL,  therefore,  fays  this  Volunteer, 
leave  it  to  the  public  to  judge,  whether  they 
ought  not  to  defpife,  and  even  to  deteft  and 
abhor  the  fafcuiating  powers  of  Junius*s  in- 
fernal pen  J  and  not  fuffer  themfelves  to  be 
attracted  by  the  deceitful  colour  and  flavour 
of  the  moft  fubtle  and  penetrating  poifon  that 
ever  was  invented,  except  by  that  arch  fiend 
of  his  king  and  country,  to  whofe  foclety,  and 
his  foclety  alone,  Junius  deferves  to  be  con- 
fined for  ever,  by  fuch  a  puniftiment  as  ill 
juflice  and  good  policy,  if  not  in  lav/,  ought 
to  be  inflidcd  on  every  man,  whofe  powerful 
talents,  of  what  nature  foever,  are  only  em- 
ployed to  the  deftruftion  of  civil  fociety,  and 
fubverfion  of  a  ftate. 

With  refpeft  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  the  Volun- 
teer acknowledges,  that  the  Duke  was  one 
of  his  betters,  that  had  once  been  his  friend; 
that  he  had  not-fcrupled  when  Secretary  of 
State  to  join  his  purfe  to  thofe  of  others  to 
maintain  the  culprit  in  his  own  expenfive 
way,  whilfi:  he  was  confidered  as  an  outlaw ; 
but  that  being  at  laft  convinced  of  the  appa- 
rent refolution  of  this  defperate  criminal,  to. 
attempt  as  far  as  he  could  the  ruin  of  his. 
country,  in  order  to  gratify  his  own  extra- 
vagant prodigality  and  Catalinjan  ambition^ 
he  had  refolved,  in  his  turn,  not  only  totally 
to  abandon  him  to  the  perverfity  of  his  na- 
ture 
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ture,  and  to  the  tremendous  confequences  of 
his  defperate  conduja,  but  to  a6t  the  part  of 
a  moft  zealous  and  moft  faithful  fervant  of 
the  crown,  of  one  of  the  guardians  of  the 
conftitution,  and  of  one  of  the  reftorers  of 
the  public  tranquility,  to  the  terror  and  de- 
ftru6tion  of  this  and  every  other  feditious 
firebrand,  who  fhould  continue  to  pervert 
and  inflame  the  minds  of  his  Majefty's  un- 
guarded fubjects. 


LETTER    X. 

TO    HIS    GRACE    THE    DUKE    OF    GRAFTON. 

MY  LORD,  10  Jprtl,  1769. 

1HAVE  fo  good  an  opinion  of  your 
Grace's  difcernment,  that  when  the  au- 
thor of  the  vindication  of  your  condu6l  af- 
fures  us,  that  he  writes  from  his  own  mere 
motion,  without  the  leaft  authority  from 
your  Grace,  I  fhould  be  ready  enough  to  be- 
lieve him,  but  for  one  fatal  mark,  which 
feems  to  be  fixed  upon  every  meafure,  in 
which  either  your  perfonal  or  your  political 
character  is  concerned. — Your  firfl  attempt 
to  fupport  Sir  William  Proilor  ended  in  the 
ele6l:ion  of  Mr.  Wilkes  ;  the  fecond  enfurcd 
fuccefs  to  Mr.  Glynn,      The  extraordinary 

ilcp 
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Hep  you  took  to  make  Sir  James  Lowther 
Lord  Paramount  of  Cumberland,  has  ruined 
fiis  intereft  in  that  county  for  ever.  The 
Houfe  Lift  of  Directors  was  curfed  with  the 
concurrence  of  government ;  and  even  the 
miferable  *  Dingley  could  not  efcape  the 
misfortune  of  your  Grace's  protedion.  With 
this  uniform  experience  before  us,  we  are 
authorifed  to  fufpe6l,  that  when  a  pretended 
vindication  of  your  principles  and  condu6t 
in  reality  contains  the  bittereft  reflexions 
upon  both,  it  could  not  have  been  written 
without  your  immediate  direction  and  ailift- 
ance.  The  author  indeed  calls  God  to  wit- 
nefs  for  him,  with  all  the  fincerity,  and  in 
the  very  terms  of  an  Irifh  evidence,  to  the  beji 
of  his  knowledge  and  belief.  My  Lord,  you 
fhould  not  encourage  thefe  appeals  to  heaven. 
The  pious  Prince,  from  whom  you  are  fup- 
pofed  to  defcend,  made  fuch  frequent  ufe  of 
them  in  his  public  declarations,  that  at  lait 
the  people  alfo  found  it  necefTary  to  appeal  to 
heaven  in  their  turn.  Your  adminiftration 
has  driven  us  into  circumftances  of  equal 
diftrefs  ; — beware  at  leaft  how  you  remind 
us  of  the  remedy. 

*  Mr.  Dingley  was  perfuadcd  by  the  Duke  to  ftand 
candidate  for  Middlefex,  but  he  could  not  prevail  on  any 
freeholder  to  put  him  in  noipination. 

You 
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You  have  already  much  to  anfwer  for. 
You  have  provoked  this  unhappy  gentleman 
to  play  the  fool  once  more  in  public  life,  in 
fplte  of  his  years  and  injfirmities,  and  to  ftiev/ 
us,  that,  as  you  yourfclf  are  a  fingular^in- 
ftance  of  youth  without  fpirit,  the  man  who 
defends  you  is  a  no  lefs  remarkable  example 
of  age  without  the  benefits  of  experience^ 
To  follow  fuch  a  writer  minutely  would, 
like  his  own  periods,  he  a  labour  without 
end.  The  fubje£l  too  has  been  already  dif- 
cufled,  and  is  fufHciently  underftood.  I  can- 
not help  obfervi  ng,  however,  that,  when  the 
pardon  of  MacQuirk  was  the  principal 
charge  againft  you,  it  would  have  been  but 
a  decent  compliment  to  your  Grace's  under- 
ftandin^,  to  have  defended  you  upon  your 
own  principles.  What  credit  does  a  man  de- 
ferve,  who  tells  us  plainly,  that  the  fa£ls  fet 
forth  in  the  King's  proclamation  were  not 
the  true  motives  on  which  the  pardon  was 
granted,  and  that  he  wiihes  that  thofe  chi- 
rurgical  reports,  which  firft  gave  occafion  to 
certain  doubts  in  the  royal  breaft,  had  not 
been  laid  before  his  Majefty.  You  fee,  my 
Lord,  that  even  your  friends  cannot  defend 
your  a6lions,  without  changing  your  prin- 
ciples, nor  juftify  a  deliberate  meafure  of 
government,  without  contradicting  the  main 
aHertion  on  which,  it  was  founded. 

The 
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The  convi£Hon  of  MacQiiirk  had  re- 
duced you  to  a  dilemma,  in  which  it  was  hard- 
ly pollible  for  you  to  reconcile  your  political 
intereft  with  your  duty.  You  were  obliged 
either  to  abandon  an  active  ufeful  partifan, 
or  to  protect  a  felon  from  public  juflice. 
With  your  ufual  fpirit,  you  preferred  '  your 
intereft  to  every  other  confideration  ;  and 
with  your  ufual  judgment,  you  founded 
your  determination  upon  the  only  motives, 
which  fhould  not  have  t%'en  given  to  the 
public. 

I  HAVE  frequently  cenfured  Mr.  Wilkes's 
conduct,  yet  your  advocate  reproaches  me 
with  having  devoted  myfelf  to  the  fervice 
of  fedition.  Your  Grace  can  bed  inform 
us,  for  which  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  good  qualities 
you  firft  honoured  him  with  your  friendlliip, 
or  how  long  it  was  before  you  difcovered 
thofe  bad  ones  in  him,  at  which,  it  feems, 
your  delicacy  was  oftendcd.  Remember,  my 
Lord,  that  you  continued  your  connexion 
with  Mr.  Wilkes  long  after  he  had  been  con- 
victed of  thofe  crimes,  which  you  have  fince 
taken  pains  to  reprefent  in  the  blacked  co- 
lours of  blafphemy  and  treafon.  How  un- 
lucky is  it,  that  the  firft  inft'ance  you  have 
given  us  of  a  fcrupulous  regard  to  decorum  is 
united  with  the  breach  of  a  moral  obligation  ! 
I'or   my  own  part,  my  Lortlj  I  am  proud  to 

aiSirm, 
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affirm,  that,  if  I  had  been  weak  enough  to 
form  fuch  a  fricndfliip,  I  would  never  have 
been  bafe  enough  to  betray  it.  But,  let 
Mr.  Wilkes's  charafter  be  what  it  may,  this 
at  leaft  is  certain,  that,  circumftanced  as 
he  is  with  regard  to  the  public,  even  his 
vices  plead  for  him.  The  people  of  Eng- 
land have  too  much  difcernment  to  fu:Ter 
your  Grace  to  take  advantage  of  the  failings 
of  a  private  character,  to  eftablifh  a  prece- 
dent by  which  the  public  liberty  is  afFecSted, 
and  which  you  may  hereafter,  with  equal 
eafe  and    fatisfadlion,    employ   to  the  ruin  of 

the  beft  men   in  the  kingdom. Content 

yourfelf,  my  Lord,  with  the  many  advan- 
tages, which  the  unfullied  purity  of  your 
own  chara6ter  has  given  you  over  your  un- 
happy deferted  friend.  Avail  yourfelf  of  all 
the  unforgiving  piety  of  the  court  you  live 
in,  and  blefs  God  that  you  "  are  not  as 
"  other  men  are  ;  extortioners,  unjuft,  adul- 
"  terers,  or  even  as  this  publican."  In  a 
heart  void  of  feeling,  the  laws  of  honour  and 
good  faith  may  be  violated  with  impunity, 
and  there  you  may  fafely  indulge  your  ge- 
nius. But  the  laws  of  England  (hall  not  be 
violated,  even  by  your  holy  zeal  to  opprefs  a 
finner ;  and  though  you  have  fucceeded  in 
making  him  a  tool,  you  fhall  not  make  him, 
the  vi(9bim  of  your  ambition. 

JUNIUS. 
LETTER 
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REPLY  TO  THE  ABOVE  LETTER  BY  THE 

VOLUNTEER. 


SHOULD   I  be  (o  unlucky,  fays  he,  not 
to  have  defended    your    Grace    on   your 
own  principles,    it  fhould   not  be   for  mine, 
but   for    your   own,  and    the    public's    fake, 
that  I  fhould   be  forry.     But  this  pretcnfion 
of  Mafter  Junius  Is  too  fallacious  to  be  dwelt 
upon  ;  and   1    (hall  truft  to  the  fleadinefs  of 
your  Grace's  public  conduct  to  give  him  the 
lie  in  this  refpe6l:.     In  the  mean  while  I  fhali 
do  fo  here,  in  vindication  of  my  own  vera- 
city, and  to  clear  myfelf  of  his  falfe  and  im- 
pudent  afTertion  of  my  having  told    plainly, 
"  that  the  fa6ls  fct  forth   in  the  king's  pro- 
clamation were  not  the  true  motives  on  which 
the  pardon  was  granted."     To  fay  that  I  have 
dire6l:ly  or  indiredily  told  this,   is  as  grofs  a 
lie   as  he  or   any  man  ever  uttered.     I  have 
indeed  told  the  public,  and  I  repeat  it  here, 
that  I  could  not  but  regret  that  the  Earl  of 
Rochford,    whether     with,     or    without    the 
concurrence    of  his   co-minlfters,   feemed  to 
have  thought  proper  to  lay  the  chlrurgical  re- 
ports before  the  king  in  preference  to  all  the 
other   fufficient   motives  that  were  alledged, 

and 
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and  were,  or  might  have  been  fuggefled  to 
his  majefty  in  behalf  of  the  pardoned  convi(51:. 
But  this  implies  in  the  fulleft  raanner,  that 
the  pardon  was  granted  by  the  king,  in  con- 
fequence  of  thofe  reports,  as  it  was  fet  forth 
in  the  proclamation.  And  as  to  the  confe- 
quence  which  Junius  draws  from  his  lie,  the 
latter  part  vanifhes  with  it,  and  the  other 
fhews  him  to  be  as  void  of  logic  as  of  truth  ; 
for  what  has  the  mode  of  an  adion  to  do 
with  its  principle.  I  fuppofe  for  a  moment 
that  your  Grace  had  a  mind,  from  a  due  re- 
gard to  juftice  and  the  public  fafety,  to  get 
this  Junius  punifhed  according  to  his  de- 
fert,  would  it  change  your  principle,  whe- 
ther you  thought  proper  to  have  it  done  by 
a  horfe-whip,  by  an  axe,  or  by  an  halter  ? 
No  more,  I  hope,  my  Lord  Duke,  could  it 
change  the  principle  of  juftice  and  huma- 
nity, on  which  you  advifed  the  pardon  of 
M'Quirk,  whether  it  was  done  with  laying 
before  the  king  any  other  circumilance  which 
pleaded  in  his  favour,  or  that  of  the  chirur- 
gical  opinions  and  reports. 


LETTER 
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TO     MR.    EDWARD    WESTON.* 

SIR,  21  Jpril,  1769. 

I  SAID  you  were  an  old  man  without 
the  benefit  of  experience.  It  leems  you 
are  alfo  a  volunteer  with  the  flipend  of 
twenty  commifTions  ;  and  at  a  period  when 
all  profpeits  are  at  an  end,  you  are  ftill  look- 
ing forward  to  rewards,  which  you  cannot 
enjoy.  No  man  is  better  acquainted  with  the 
bounty  of  government  than  you  are. 

ton  impudence^ 

Teineraire  meillard^  aura  fa  reco?npenft\ 

*  A  privy  counfellor  in  Ireland,  writer  of  the  Gazette, 
comptroller  of  the  I'ait  office,  one  of  the  chief  clerks  of 
the  fignet,  and  a  penfioner  on  the  Irifti  eftablifliment. 
A  cliarge  was  brought  againft  him  in  the  news  papers, 
that  when  he  was  under  Secretary  of  State,  the  divuion 
of  500I.  among  ten  people  was  left  to  his  difcretion, 
400I.  of  which  he  modeftly  claimed  for  his  own  ftiarc. 
Such  is  this  volunteer  l  the  volunteer,  to  this  charge, 
coufefles  that  he  knows  Mr.  Wefton,  but  declares  upon 
his  honour,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Mr. Wefton  has  never 
had  the  leaft  fhare  In,  or  knowledge  of  this  vindication 
of  the  Duke  of  Grafton  ;  and  as  to  his  claim  of  4.00I. 
out  of  500I.  he  is  fure  it  mifft  be  a  downright  lie,  or  a 
grofs  mifreprefentation. 

Vol,  I.  E  But 
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But  I  will  not  defcend  to  an  altercatioti 
either  with  the  impotence  of  your  age,  or  the 
peevilhnefs  of  your  difeafes.  Your  pamphlet, 
ingenious  as  it  is,  has  been  (o  little  read,  that 
the  public  cannot  know  how  far  you  have  a 
right  to  give  me  the  lye,  without  the  following 
citation  of  your  own  words. 


Page  6— «   I.     That  he  is  perfuaded  that 
<  the  motives,  which    he    (Mr.  Wefton)  has 
'  alledged,   muft    appear  fully   fufficient,  with| 
'  or  without  the  opinions  of  the  furgeons. 

'  That  thofe  very  motives  must  have 
*, BEEN  the  foundation,  on  which  the  Earl  of 
'  Rochford  thought  proper,  Sic, 

'  That  he  cannot  but  regret  that 
'  the  Earl  of  Rochford  feems  to  have  thought 
'  proper  to  lay  the  chirurgical  reports  before 
'  the  king,  in  preference  to  all  the  other  fuf- 
'  ficient  motives,'  Sec. 

Let  the  public  determine  whether  this  be 
defending  government  on  their  principles  or 
your  own. 

The  ftyle  and  language  you  have  adopted 
are,  I  confefs,  not  ill  fuited  to  the  elegance  of 
your  own  manners,  or  to  the  dignity  of  the 
caufe  you  have  undertaken.     Every  common 

dauber 
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dauber  writes  raical  and  viiJaiii  unJer  his 
pictures,  becaufe  the  pi6tares  thcmfelves  l^ave 
neither  chara6Ler  nor  rclemblajice.  But  the 
works  of  a  mailer  require.no  index..  His  fea- 
tures and  Colouring  are  taken  from  nature. 
The  impreilion  they  make  is  immediate  and 
uniform  j  nor  is  it  polTible  to  miliake  his  cha- 
rasters,,  whether  they  reprefent  the  treachery 
of  a  minifter,   or   the   abufcJ    fimplicity  of  a 


J  U  N  1  U  S. 
A    MONODY.     XIII. 

OR      THE      TEAR?      OF      SEDITION      ON     THE 
DEATH    OF    JUNIUS. 

^is  tlbi  Silure  furor  ? 

AND  are  thofe  periods  fill'd  with  tuneful 
care, 
Thofe  thoughts  which  gleam'd  with  Ciee^ 
ronian  ore, 
Are  they,  my  Junius,  pafs'd  like  vulgar  air, 
Droop'd  is  thy  plume,  to  rife  on  fame  no 
more  ? 

Thy  plume ! — it  was  the  harp  of  fong  in  profe  : 
Oft  have  its  numbers  footh'd  the  felon's  ear, 

•  The  word  «*  km9^^  was  left  blank  in  the  original 
publication, 

E   2  Oft 
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Oft  to  it's  tune  my  Wilkite  heroes  rofc 
With  couch'd  tobacco  pipes  in  a6t  to  ipear. 

Where  now  (hall  ftormy  Clodius  and  his  crew, 
My  dear  afiembly  to  the  midnight  hour, 

Ah  !    where  acquire  a  trumpeter  ? — fince  you 
No  more  fhall  rouze  them  with  your  claflic 
power. 

Accurs'd  *  Silerus  !  blafled  be  thy  wing  ! 

That  grey  Scotch  wing  which  led  th'  uner- 
ring dart ! 
In  virtue's  caufe  could  all  that's  fatire  ftinor 

A  bofom  with  corruption's  poifon  fraught ! 

Impoffible  ! — then  hear  me,  fiends  of  Hell, 
This  dark  event,  this  myflery  unfold  ; 

Poifon'd  was  Junius  ?  No;  "  Alas,  he  fell, 
"  'Midft  arrows  dipp'd  in  miniilerial  gold.'* 

Then  hear  me,  rioters,  of  my  command, 
Condemn  the  villain  to  a  traitor's  doom ; 

Let  none  but  faithful  knaves  adorn  my  band  j 
Go,  fink  this  chara6ter  into  his  tomb. 

Here  funk  an  eflayifi:  of  dubious  name, 
Whofe  tinfel'd  page  on  airy  cadence  run, 

Friendiefs,  with  party — noted  without  fame, 
Virtue  and  vice  difclaim'd  him  as  a  fon. 

POETICASTOS. 

•  A  writer  in  oppofition  to  Wilkes. 

This 


I 
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This  little  piece  produced  the  following  re- 
markable explanations,     « 

LETTER    XIV. 

TO     POETICASTOS. 

THE  Monody  on  the  fuppofed  death  of 
Junius  is  not  lefs  poetical  for  being 
founded  on  a  Eftion.  In  fome  parts  of  it, 
there  is  a  promife  of  genius,  which  dcfcrves 
to  be  encourri^^ed.  My  letter  of  Monday 
[April  1 0,1  will,  I  hope,  convince  the  author 
that  I  am  neither  a  partizan  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
nor  yet  bought  off  by  the  miniilry.  It  is 
true  I  have  refufed  offers,  which  a  more  pru- 
dent or  a  more  interefted  man  would  have  ac- 
cepted. Whether  it  be  fimplicity  or  virtue  in 
me,  I  can  only  affirm  that  I  am  in  earned; 
becaufe  I  am  convinced,  as  far  as  my  under- 
ftanding  is  capable  of  judging,  that  the  pre- 
fent  miniftry  Is  driving  this  country  to  dc- 
flru^lion  ;  and  you,  I  think  Sir,  may  be  fatis- 
ficd  that  my  rank  and  fortune  place  me  above 
a  common  bribe. 

JUNIUS. 


A  CARD 


A     CARD.     XV. 

T  O     J  U  N  I  U  S. 

POETICASTOS  prefents  his  compM- 
m silts  to  Junius,  and  is  glad  to  under 
Hand  from  fo  celebrated  a  judge  of  the  beau 
tiful  and  fublimc,  that  there  is  "  a  promife  of 
genius"  in  his  Monody.  He  could  v/ifli 
that  it  were  in  his  power,  either  as  a  man  of 
tafte  or  honour,  to  pay  Junius  any  return  of 
praife :  as  the  motive  and  manner  of  the  Ef- 
iayifl  deprive  Poeticaftos  of  this  power,  he  multi 
take  the  liberty  of  cautioning  him  never  td' 
expofe  himfelf  fo  far  again,  as  to  make  a  Yind: 
of  doggrel  the  fuppofed  caufe  of  annduncinffj 
his  (i(5bitious  importance  to  the  public. 

If  Junius  dares  to  be  fincere,  inftead  of 
being  in  earneil-,  let  him  point  out  the  de^ 
ftru6Hon  to  which  the  mihiflers  are  driving' 
thi^s  country,  in  ^  more  rational  and  gentler 
manlike  manner  than*  that  ill-bred  aad  cow^ 
ardly  method  in  which  he  would  ftain  th© 
perfonal  honour  of  the  minifter,  without 
being  able  to  detrait  from  the  propriety  of  his 
meafurcs. 


I.ET  him  not  hint  at  the  offers  which   he 
had    not  the    prudence   to    accept, — let   him 

publifh 
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publifn  them  particularly  and  exprefsly.  Let 
him  not  a(k  for  an  uncommon  bribe  on  ac- 
count of  a  fuppofed  rank  and  fortune,  or 
afiert,  in  childifli  terms,  that  he  is  not  a  par- 
tifan  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  but  let  the  fpirit  of  his 
writing  fnew,  that  he  is  neither  a  hungry 
traducer  of  the  merits  of  charader,  nor  the 
hireling  of  the  moil  contemptible  of  parties. 

Poetic  ASTos  will  then,  and  not  till 
then,  have  fo  favourable  an  idea  of  Juniu?, 
as  to  give  him  fome  credit — he  will  perhaps 
offer  him  fome  more  poetical  compofitions, 
and  be  defirous  of  a  perfonal  acquainuaice 
with   a  reformed  or  undeceived  imitator  of  a 

TULLY. 
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TO       JUNIUS. 

I  ALWAYS  fufpeaed  your  ho.nefty.  You 
have  now  convinced  me  of  your' 'cow- 
ardice. Unable  and  afraid  to  anfwer  a  charge 
of  difhonour  brought  publicly  againft  you 
in  the  language  of  refolution,  you  now 
begin  to  crow  over  the  infirmities  of  a  man 
confefledly  incapable  of  chafllfmg  your  info- 
lenccin  any  refpe61:.  Ls,  Sir,  the  public  to  be 
abufed  any  longer  with  your  fcandalous  im- 
E  4  poll- 
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pofi lions  ?  Or  how  dare  you  to  pretend,  after 
fwallowiiig  a  lye  like  a  fcoumirel,  to  appear 
iigain  before  the  world,  as  if  you  could  merit 
attention  ?  But  you  would  offer  the  judgment 
of  the  "nation  a  more  glaring  affront  5  you 
would  give  a  bluftering  air  of  refolution  to 
the  timid  bafenefs  of  your  heart,  by  daring 
to  fpeak  treafon  in  a  manner  that  you  are  fure 
of  efcaping.  To  day  you  conclude  your  de- 
fpicable  vindication  of  an  honour  which  you 
do  not  poffcfs,  by  afferting  "  that  you  are  a 
mafter  in  the  art  of  reprefenting  the  trea- 
chery  of  the  miniffcr,   and  the    abufed   fim- 

plicity  of  a  ."     Villain  !    of  whom  ? 

Dare  to  fill  the  blank  !  but  you  fay  it  is  unne- 
ccllkry. — Every  man  in  the  kingdom  under- 
flands  you.  If  they  do,  I  appeal  to  them 
what  puni(hment  you  merit ;  and  if  the  law 
will  not  inflict  it,  I  will,  if  you  have  the 
fhadow  of  fenfibility.  You  who  write  un^ 
der  the  name  of  Junius,  are  a  bafe  fcoun- 
drel ;  you  lye,  and  you  may  find  out  who 
•gives  you  the  ]y€.  If  you  dare  to  appear  in 
this  paper  again,  without  an  apology  for  your 
condu6t,  I  will  convince  you  I  am  not  igno- 
rant of  your  perfon  and  refidence. 

POETICASTOS. 

To  this  feveral  anfwers  appeared,   but  the 
following  bears  the  true  fpirit  of  Junius. 

LETTER 
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LETTER    XvII. 

TO     rOETICASTOS.. 


S  I  R, 

POETICASTOS  In  his  letter  to  Junius, 
is  In  fuch  a  violent  rage,  that  he  for- 
gets to  fign  his  real  name.  The  hlood  and 
thiindsr^  the  fiorming^  ranting^  and,  hluftenng 
in  his  fliort  epiftle  could  have  come  from 
none  but  Drawcanfir  himfelf.  He  grows 
raving  mad  at  the  following  extra£l  which  he 
quotes  from  Junius's  letter,  viz.  that  he  is  a 
'*•  mafter  in  the  art  of  rcprefcnting  the  trea- 
■*'  chery    of   the    miniflrer,    and    the    abufcd 

'^  fimplicity  of  a    ;"    and    then  follows 

the   word    villain,   and    in   fo    ambiguous     a 
manner,    that     many    readers    are    in'  doubt 

whether  it  Is  not  intended  .to  fill  up  the ^ 

and  to  prepare  the  challenge  that  follows. 
Now,  Sir,  whether  Drav/canfir  Intended  it 
or  not,  or  whether  Junius  will  accept  his 
challenge  or  not,  I  am  determdned  to  meet . 
him  whenever  he  choofes  it ;  and  if  he  is  a 
Scotchman,  I  will  fmother  him  in  his  own 
brimftodie ;  if  a  V/elchman,  hur  fliall  eathur 
own  leeks  ;  if  Irifh,  he  fliall  chew  potatoes 
from  the  mouth  of  my  piftol%i  and  for  this 
E  5  infa- 
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infamous  way  of  filling  up  the  blanks  in 
Junius's  letter,  he  fhall  no  longer  fill  another 
blank  in  the  creation. 

HECTOR. 


A     CARD     XVIIT. 

POETICASTOS  prefents  his  compli- 
ments to  the  redoubtable  fijpporters  of 
the  Bill  of  Right?,  and  returns  them  a  thou - 
fand  thanks  for  the  ufe  which  he  had  ventur- 
ed to  take  of  their  new  method  of  over- 
coming enemves  without  fpilling  of  blood, 
and  of  acquiring  laurels  without  moving 
from  the  tavern.  He  takes  the  liberty,  as 
they  have  given  no  name  to  that  new  engine 
v/ith  which  th^y  have  overfet  the  Coventry 
addrefliers,  to  beftow  on  it  the  title  of  the 
Patrvotic  Blunderbufs,  and  fires  it  thus  upon 
his  dreadful  adverfary,  Junius,  He6lor,  and 
Crito,  in  one  perfon. 

Bedlam^  April  7.^^  1 769. 

Poeticaftos  m  his  chair. 

Refolved,  That  the  Advifer,  Author,  and 
Publifher  of  Junius's  Letters  are  too  con- 
temptible to  merit  the  further  notice  of  his 
pen. 

By  my  own  order, 

Myfelf  Secretar)',  POETICASTOS. 

LETTER 
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LETTER     XIX. 

TO    HIS    GRACE    THE    DUKE    OF    GRAFTON". 

MY     LORD,  24  Jpril,  i-^ec^. 

rX^HE  fyftem  you  fecm  to  have  adopted, 
J_  when  Lord  Chatham  unexpedtedly  left 
you  at  the  licad  of  aftairs,  gave  us  no  promife 
of  that  uncommon  exertion  of  vigour,  which 
has  fmce  illuftrated  your  characSler,  and  dif- 
tinguifhed  your  adminiftration.  Far  from 
difcovering  a  fpirit  bold  enough  to  invade  the 
firft  rights  of  the  people,  and  the  firil  prin- 
ciples of  the  conftitution,  you  were  fcrupulous 
of  exercifmg  even  thofe  powers,  with  which 
the  executive  branch  of  the  legiflature  is  le- 
gally invefted.  We  have  not  yet  forgotten 
how  long  Mr.  Wilkes  was  fufFered  to  appear 
at  large,  nor  how  long  he  was  at  liberty  to 
canvafs  for  the  city  and  county,  with  all  the 
terrors  of  an  outlawry  hanging  over  him.  Our 
gracious  Sovereign  has  not  yet  forgotten  the 
extraordinary  care  you  took  of  his  dignity  and 
of  the  fafety  of  his  perfon,  when  at  a  crifis 
which  courtiers  affected  to  call  alarming,  you 
left  the  metropolis  expofed,  for  two  nighty 
together,  to  every  fpecies  of  riot  and  diforder. 
The  fecurity  of  the  Royal  refidence  from 
E  6  infult 
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iiifult  was  then  fufficiently  provided  for  In 
Mr.  Conway's  firmnefs,  and  Lord  Wey- 
mouth's dilcretion  j  while  the  prime  minifler 
of  Great  Britain,  in  a  rural  retirement,  and 
in  the  arms  of  faded  beauty,  had  loft  all  me- 
mory of  his  Sovereign,  his  country  and  him- 
felf.  In  thefe  inftances  you  might  have  a<Sl:ed 
with  vigour,  for  you  would  have  had  the 
fanclion  of  the  laws  to  fupport  you.  The 
ffiends  of  goi^ennment  might  have  defended 
you  without  fhame,  and  moderate  men,  who 
wifh  well  to  the  peace  and  good  order  of  fo- 
ciety,  might  have  had  a  pretence  for  applauding 
your  condu6i.  But  thefe  it  feems  were  not 
occafions  v/orlhy  of  your  Grace's  interpo- 
fttion.  You-referved  the  proofs  of  your  in- 
trepid fpirit  for  trials  of  greater  hazard  and 
importance  ;  and  now,  as  if  the  moft  dif- 
graceful  relaxation  of  the  executive  authority 
had  given  you  a  claim  of  credit  to  indulge  in 
excefies  ftill  m.ore  dangerous,  you  feem  deter- 
mined to  compenfate  amply  for  your  former 
negligence  ;  and  to  balance  the  non -exe- 
cution of  the  laws  with  a  breach  of  the  con- 
jftitution.  From  one  extreme  you  fuddeni 
ftart  to  the  other,  without  leaving,  betwei 
^  weaknefs  and  the  fury  of  the  paffions,  one 
moment's  interval  for  the  firmnefs  of  the  un- 
^erftanding. 

These 
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These  obfervations,  general  as  they  are, 
might  eafily  be  extended  into  a  faithful  hiflory 
of  your  Grace's  admlniftration,  and  perhaps 
may  be  the  employment  of  a  future  hour. 
But  the  bufinefs  of  the  prefent  moment  will 
not  fuffer  me  to  look  back  to  a  feries  of  events, 
which  ceafe  to  be  interefting  or  important,  be- 
caufe  they  are  fucceeded  by  a  meafure  fo  fin- 
gularly  daring,  that  it  excites  all  our  attention, 
and  engrofles  all  our  refentment. 

Your  patronage  of  Mr.  Luttrcll  has  been 
crowned  with  fuccefs.  With  this  precedent 
before  you,  with  the  principles  on  which  it 
was  eilabli filed,  and  with  a  future  houfe  of 
commons,  perhaps  lefs  virtuous  than  the  pre- 
fent, every  county  in  England,  under  the 
aufpices  of  the  Treafury,  may  be  reprefented 
as  completely  as  the  county  of  Middlefex. 
Pofterity  will  be  indebted  to  your  Grace  for 
not  contenting  yourfelf  with  a  temporary 
expedient,  but  entailing  upon  them  the  imme- 
diate bleflings  of  your  adminiflration.  Bo- 
roughs were  already  too  much  at  the  mercy 
of  government.  Counties  could  neither  be 
purchafed  nor  intimidated.  But  their  folemn 
determined  eleiSlIon  may  be  rejected,  and  the 
man  they  deteft  may  be  appointed,  by  another 
choice,  to  reprefent  them  in  parliament.  Yet 
it  is  admitted,  that  the  flierifFs  obeyed  the  law^ 

and 
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and  performed  their  duty*.  The  return  they 
made  muft  have  been  legal  and  vaHd,  or  un- 
doubtedly they  would  have  been  cenfured  for 
making  it.  With  every  good-natured  allow- 
ance for  your  Grace's  youth  and  inexperience, 
there  are  fome  things  which  you  cannot  but 
know.  You  cannot  but  know  that  the  right 
of  the  freeholders  to  adhere  to  their  choice 
(even  fuppofmg  it  improperly  exerted)  was 
as  clear  and  indifputable  as  that  of  the  houie 
of  commons  to  exclude  one  of  their  own 
members  ? — nor  is  it  poflible  for  you  not  to 
fee  the  wide  diftance  there  is  between  the  ne- 
gative power  of  rejecting  one  man,  and  the 
pofitive  power  of  appointing  another.  The 
right  of  expulfion,  in  the  mod  favourable 
fenfe,  is  no  more  than  the  cuftom  of  parlia- 
ment. The  right  of  cle6lion  is  the  very 
efience  of  the  conflitution.  To  violate  that 
right,  and  much  more  to  transfer  it  to  any 
(Other  fct  of  men,  is  a  ftep  leading  immediately 
to  the  difiblution  of  all  governmicnt.  So  far 
forth  as  it  operates,  it  conflitutes  a  houfe  of 
commons,  which  does  ?iot  reprefent  the  people. 
A  houfe  of  commons  fo  formed  would  involve 
a  contradiction  and.  the  groileil  confufion  of 
ideas ;  but  there  are  fome  minifters,   my  Lord, 

*  Even  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  declared  in  the  houfe 
of  Commons,  that  the  Sheriffs  in  returning  Mr.  Wilkes, 
had  done  no  more  than  theirduty. 
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whofe  views  can  only  be  anfwereJ  by  recon- 
ciling abfuidlties,  and  making  the  fame  pro- 
pofition,  which  is  falfe  and  ablurd  in  argu- 
ment,   true  in  fadl. 

This  meafure,  my  Lord,  is  however  at- 
tended with  one  confequence,  favourable  to 
the  people,  which  I  am  perfuaded  you  did  not 
foreiee.  While  the  conteft  lay  between  the 
miniflry  and  Mr.  Wilkes,  his  fituation  and 
private  chara6ler  gave  you  advantages  over 
him,  which  common  candour,  if  not  the  me- 
mory of  your  former  friendOiip,  fhould  have 
forbidden  you  to  make  ufe  of.  To  religious 
men,  you  had  an  opportunity  of  exaggerating 
the  irregularities  of  his  paft  life — to  mode- 
rate men  you  held  forth  the  pernicious  con- 
fequences  of  fa6lion.  Men,  who  with  this 
character,  looked  no  farther  than  to  the  obje6t 
before  them,  were  not  diffatisfied  at  feeing 
Mr.  Wilkes  excluded  from  parliament.  You 
have  nov/  taken  care  to  fliift  the  queftion  ;  or, 
rather,  you  have  created  a  new  one,  in  which 
Mr.  Wilkes  is  no  more  concerned  than 'any 
other  Englifli  gentleman.  You  have  united 
this  country  againft  you  on  one  grand  con- 
ftitutional  point,  on  the  decifion  of  which  our 
exiflence,  as  a  free  people,  abfolutely  depends. 
You  have  allerted,  not  "in  words  but  in  fa<5^', 
that  the  reprefentation  in  parliament  does  not 
•depend   upon  the  choice   of  the   freeholders. 

If 
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If  fuch   a  cafe  can  poffibly  happen  once,    it 
may  happen  frequently  ;    it  may   happen    al- 
ways : — and  if  three  hundred   votes,   by   any 
mode  of  reafoning   whatfoever,    can    prevail 
acrainft    twelve   hundred,    the  fame  reafonin^ 
would  equally  have   given    Mr.    Luttrell   his 
feat  with  ten  votes,  or  even  with  one.    The 
confequences  of  this  attack  upon  the  confti- 
tution  arc  too  plain  and  palpable  not  to  alarm 
the  dulleft    apprehenfion.     I    truft   you    will 
find,,  that  the   people  of  England  are  neither 
deficient  in  fpirit  nor  underftanding,  though 
you  have  treated  them,  as  if  .they  had  neither 
fenfe  to  kc]^  nor  fpirit  to  refent.     W^e  have 
reafon  to  thank  God  and  our  anceflors,  that 
there  never  yet  was  a  minifter  in  this  country, 
who  could  ftand  the  ifiue  of  fu^h  a  conflict  ; 
and  with  every   prejudice  in  favour  of  your 
intentions,  I   fee  no   fuch    abilities    in    your 
Grace,  as  fhould  entitle  you  to  fucceed  in  an 
entcrprize,   in   which    the    ableft    and    hafelt 
of   your    predecefibrs    have    found   their  de- 
ftruciion.      You    may    continue    to    deceive 
your  gracious  mafter  with  falfe  reprefentations 
of  the  temper  and  condition  of  his   fubjecSls. 
You  may  command  a  venal  vote,  becaufc  it 
is  the  common  eflablifiied  appendage  of  your 
office.     But  never  hope  that  the   freeholders 
will  make  a  tame    furrender  of  their  rights, 
or  that  an  Englifh  army  will  join  with  you 
in  overturning  the  liberties  of  their  country. 

They 
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They  know  that  their  firft  duty  as  citizens 
is  paramount  to  all  fubfequent  engagements, 
nor  will  they  prefer  the  difcipline  or  even  the 
honours,  of  their  profeffion  to  thofe  facred 
original  rights,  which  belonged  to  them  be- 
fore they  were  foldlers,  and  which  they  claim 
and  pofTefs  as  the  birth-right  of  Engiifiimen. 

Return,  my  Lord,  before  it  be  too  late, 
to  that  eafy  infipid  fyflem,  which  you  firfl  fet 
out  with.      Take  back  your   miftrcfs ,  *  — 

the 

*  Ann  Parsons.  When  the  Duke  obtained  a  di- 
vorce from  his  Wife,  he  wrote  his  Miftiefs  the  follow- 
ing letter : 

Madam, 
ON  the  final  difference  I  had  with  my  lad}',  I  con- 
nected myfelf  with  you,  as  one,  I  thought,  whole  per- 
fonal  and  mental  qualifications  were  fuch,  as  would  in  a 
great  meafure  alleviate  my  domeftic  misfortunes.  My 
expeftations,  I  muft  do  you  the  juftice  to  fay,  wereper- 
fefHy  anfwered ;  and  it  would  be  perhaps  difficult  evea 
for  ill-nature  to  point  out  a  fmgle  defcft  in  your  truth 
and  unwearied  afliduity  to  pleafe  me  j  but  as  I  often  told 
you  (particularly  at  our  firft  interview,  that  I  fhould 
have  nothing  in  future  to  charge  myfelf  with)  that  fuch. 
a  coiirfe  of  life  was  unfeemly  both  in  my  moral  and  po- 
litical chara61er,  and  that  nothing  but  the  neceflity 
could  juftify  the  meafure,  I  am  now  to  tell  you  (that 
obftacle  being  removed  by  the  laws)  that  all  our  former 
ties  are,  from  this  day,  at  an  end. 

I   HAVE 
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the  name  of  friend  may  be  fatal  to  her,  fc^r  it 
leads  to  treachery  and  perfecution.  Indulge 
the  people.  Attend  Newmarket.  Mr.  Lut- 
trell'  may   again   vacate   his   feat  ,    and    Mr. 

Wilkes 


I  HAVE  taken  care,  my  dear  friend  (for  I  will  now 
totally  throw  by  the  lover)  to  make  that  eftabliftiment 
for  you,  as  will  make  you  eafy  in  your  circumftances 
for  life,  chargeable  only  with  this  provifo,  that  your 
refidence  be  not  in  thefe  kingdoms  j  the  reft  of  Europe 
lies  at  your  choice  ;  and  you  have  only  to  fend  me 
word  on  your  arrival  where  you  are,  and  the  next  poft 
fhall  carry  you  your  firft  quarterly  payment. 

Assure  yourfelf,  that  nothing  fhculd  induce  me 
to  afl  in  this  manner,  but  the  determined  refolution 
I  have  taken,  now  that  it  is  in  my  power,  of  fpeedily 
entering  into  chafter  conncflions  ;  nnd  that  I  am,  and 
ever  fliall  be,  with  great  elleem  and  friendlhip, 

Your's,  &c. 


The  answer. 
My  VERY  DEA.p.  Lord, 
(FOR  I  wil^  not — indeed  I  cannot — retiliate  your 
coldnefs)  nothing  could  have  furprifed  me  more  than 
your  letter.  It  is  very  true  you  did  infinuate  on  our  firft 
connexion,  that  it  did  not  totally  agree  with  your  prin- 
ciples and  fituation,  as  you  was  then  married.  ladmittcd 
every  force  of  this  reifoning,  knowing  how,  in  one  cf 
your  exalted  charafter,,  appearances  (hould  be  fupport- 
ed  :  but,  my  Lord,  little  did  I  think  when  that  mar- 
riage was  diffblved,  and  the  odium  which  attended  our 
conne6lions  confequently  fo,  that  your  affe^ions  cou'd 
i'o  mechanically  abate,   as  in  an  inftant  thus  to  facrif^ce 

the 
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Wilkes,  if  not  perfecuted,  will  foon  be  for- 
gotten. To  be  weak  and  ina6live  is  fafer 
than  to  be  daring  and  criminal ;  and  wide  is 
the   diftance   between  a  riot  of  the  populace 

and 


the  lover  to  the  fordid  confideratioiis  of  Intereft  or  pub- 
lic opinion. 

I  CAN  readily  phce  your  defire  of  parting  rA'ith  me 
to  the  love  of  variety  ;  but,  my  Lord,  what  am  I  to  fiy 
to  that  part  of  your  letter,  wherein  you  infft  (as  I  (hall 
forfeit  every  future  claim  to  your  munificence)  on  my 
leaving  thefe  kingdoms  ?  Am  I  to  attribute  it  to  male- 
vclence  or  ill-nature  ?  No,  my  Loid,  the  actual  fuffcr- 
ing  of  this  fevere  fentence  (cruel  as  it  is)  fhall  not  wring 
from  me  this  cortfefiion.  I  will  call  it  the  lapfe  of  the 
heart,  the  fault  of  conftitution,  or  any  other  fofter 
name,  that  will  cover  the  perfon  T  holcj  deareft  in  the 
world,  from  the  unnatural  (yet  too  often  affociated) 
titles  of  Seducer  and  Perfecutor. 

Mistake  me  tiot,  my  dear  Lord,  that  I  want  to 
plead  a  remiiTion  of  this  fentence  from  the  cruelty 
of  being  driven  from  my  native  kingdom  (though  I 
thiiik  this  fhould  have  an  effefl  on  your  feelings)  I  urge 
it  on  a  principle  as  much  more  refined  as  it  is  diftra6l- 
ing  }  that  of  being,  for  ever,  feparated  from  the  Man, 
not  the  Lord,  of  my  choice. 

Though  my  pride  won't  permit  me  to  fue  for  the 
recovery  of  a  heart,  which,  I  find,  is  fo  obftinately  de- 
tached from  me  ;  yet,  my  Lord,  fuffer,me  this  poor  con-, 
folation,  to  live  in  the  (lime  kingdom  with  you, — ^^Givc 
me  fome  time  to  mitigate  a  pafiion  you  firft  infpired 
me  with)  and  though  I  find  I  mud  bid  adieu  to  the 

ti"anfport3 
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ruid  a  convulfion  of  the  whole  kingdom.  You 
may  live  to  make  the  experiment,  but  no 
hojicfl  man  can  wifli  you  fhould  furvive  it. 

JUNIUS, 


LETTER    XX. 


TO.    HIS    GRACE    THE    DUKE    OF    GRAFTON.** 


MY    LORD, 


30  i^%,.i769, 


IF  the  meafures  in  which  you  have  been 
moft  fuccefsful,  had  been  fupported  by 
any  tolerable  appearance  of  argument, 
/hould  have  thought  my  time  not  ill  em- 
ployed,  in  continuing  to  examine  your  conr 
duel  as  a  minifter,  and  fHiting  it  fairly  to  th( 
public.     But    when    I    fee  queftions   of   th© 

tranrports  of  love,  Jet  me  hope  for  the  cah-ner  delights  of 
friendflilpj  and  do  not,  at  once,  oveiv/helm  me  with  all 
the  agonies  of  pofitive — neglefted  reparation. 

You  inform  me,  in  the  clofe  of  your  letter,  "  of 
your  fpeedily  entering  into  chafter  connexions/* — I  am 
refigned  I — An,d  may  j'our  future  ladylove  like  me, 
but  never  meet  with  fuch  returns  ! — May  every  hour  of 
your  life  be  brightened  by  profperity ;  and  may  the 
hapj)iners  of  your  domeftic  chara^Ver  ever  keep  pace 
v/iih.your  public  one,  prays 

The  unfortunate,  &c. 
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blgheft  national  importance,  carried   as  they 
have  been,  and  the  firft  principles  of  the  con- 
ftitution.  openly  violated,   without    argument 
or  decency,  I  confefs,  I  give  up  the  caufe  in 
defpair.     The   meaneft  of  your   predeceflbrs 
had    abilities    fuiRcient    to    give  a   colour  to 
their    meafurcs.     If  they  invaded  the    rights 
of  the  people,  they  did   not  dare  to   offer  a 
direcSl    infult    to    their    underftanding  ;    and, 
in  former  times,  the  mod  venal  parliaments 
made   it  a  condition,    in  their   bargain  v/ith 
the    minifter,    that    he    fliould   furnifh   them 
with  fome  plaufible  pretences  for  felling  their 
country  and   themfelves.     You  have  had  the 
merit   of    introducing    a   more   compendious 
fyflem  of  government  and  logic.     You  nei- 
ther addrefs  yourfelf  to  the  paffions,    nor  to 
the  underftanding,  but   funply    to  the  touch. 
You  apply  yourfelf  immediately  to  the  feel- 
ings  of  your  friends,   vi^ho,   coiatrary   to    the 
forms  of  parliament,  never  enter  heartily  into 
a  debate,  until  they  have  divided. 

Relinquishing,  therefore,  all  idle  viev/s 
of  amendment  to  your  Grace,  or  of  benefit: 
to  the  public,  let  me  be  permitted  to  confi- 
der  your   chara61:er   and  conduct  merely  as  a 

fubje6i:    of   curious  fpeculation. There  is 

fomething  in  both,  which  diftinguifhes  you 
not  only  from  all  other  minifters,  but  all 
other  men.     It  is  not  that  you  do  wrong  hy 

defign. 
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defign,  but  that  you  fliould  never  do  right 
by  nviflake.  It  is  not  that  your  indolence 
and  .your  a6livity  have  been  equally  mi  Tap- 
plied,  but  that  the  firft  uniform  principle, 
or,  if  I  may  call  it  the  genius  of  your  life, 
fhould  have  carried  you  through  every  pof- 
fd)Ie  change  and  contradi6tion  of  conduit, 
without  the  momentary  imputation  or  colour 
of  a  virtue  ;  and  that  the  wildeft  fpirit  of  in- 
confiflency  (hould  never  once  have  betrayed 
you  into  a  wife  or  honourable  a6tion.  This, 
1  own,  gives  an  air  of  Angularity  to  your 
/ortune,  as  well  as  to  your  difpofition.  Let 
us  look  back  together  to  a  fcene,  in  which 
a  mind  like  yours  will  find  nothing  to  repent 
of.  Let  us  try,  my  Lord,  how  well  you 
have  fupported  the  various  relations  in  which 
you  flood,  to  your  fovercign,  your  country, 
your  friends,  and  yourfelf.  Give  us,  if  it 
be  poilible,  fome  excufe  to  pofterity,  and  to 
ourfclves,  for  fubmitting  to  your  admihiitra- 
tion.  If  not  the  abilities  of  a  great  minifter, 
if  not  the  integrity  of  a  patriot,  or  the  fide- 
lity of  a  friend,  fhew  us,  at  lead  the  firm-  ' 
nefs  of  a  man. — For  the  fake  of  your  mif- 
trefs,  the  lover  fhall  be  fpared.  I  will  not 
lead  her  into  public,  as  you  have  done,  nor 
will  I  infult  the  memory  of  departed  beauty. 
Her  fex,  which  alone  made  her  amiable  in 
your  .eyes,  makes  her  refpc6lable  in  mine. 

The 
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The  charadler  of  the  reputed  anceftors  of 
feme  men,  has  made  it  poiTible  for  their  de- 
fcendants  to  be  vicious  in  the  extreme,  ivith- 
out  being  degenerate.  Thofe  of  your  Grace, 
for  inflance,  Uft  no  diftrelTmg  examples  of 
virtue,  even  to  their  legitimate  pofl:erity,  and 
you  may  look  back  with  pleafure  to  an  il- 
luftrious  pedigree,  in  which  heraldy  has  not 
left  a  fmgle  good  quality  .upon  record  fro  in- 
fult  or  upbraid  you.  You  have  better  proofs 
of  your  defcent,  my  Lord,  than  the  regifler 
of  a  marriage,  or  any  troublefome  inheri- 
tance of  reputation.  There  are  fome  heredi- 
tary ftrokes  of  character,  by  which  a  family 
may  be  as  clearly  diftinguifhed  as  by  the 
blacked  features  of  the  human  face.  Charles 
the ,  Firft  lived  and  died  a  hypocrite.  Charles 
the  Second  was  a  hypocrite  of  another  fort, 
and  fhould  have  died  upon  the  fame  fcaf- 
fold.  At  the  diflance  of  a  century,  we  fee 
their  different  characlers  happily  revived,  and 
blended  in  your  Grace.  Sullen  and  fevefe 
without  religion,  profligate  without  gaiety, 
you  live  like  Charles  the  Second,  without 
being  an  amiable  companion,  and,  for  aught 
I  know^  may  die  as  his  father  did,  without  the 
reputation  of  a  martyr. 

You  had  already  taken  your  degrees  with 
credit  in  thofe  fchools,  in  which  the  Englifh 
nobility  are    formed    to    virtue,   when    you 

v/ere 
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were  introduced  to  Lord  Chatham's  pro- 
tcd^ion.  From  Newmarket,  White's,  and 
the  oppofition,*  he  gave  you  to  the  world 
with  an  air  of  popularity,  which  young  men 
ufually  fet  out  with,  and  feldom  preferve  : 
J— grave  and  plaufible  enough  to  be  thought 
fit  for  bufmefs ;  too  young  for  treachery ; 
and,  in  fliort,  a  patriot  of  no  unpromifing  ex- 
pectations. Lord  Chatham  was  the  earliefl 
objeft  of  your  political  wonder  and  attach- 
ment;  yet  you  deferted  him,  upon  the  firft 
hopes  that  offered  of  an  equal  fhare  of  power 
with  Lord  Rockingham.  When  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland's  firft  negociation  failed,  and 
when  the  favourite  was  pufhed  to  the  laft  ex- 
tremity, you  faved  him,  by  joining  with  an 
adminiftration,  in  which  Lord  Chatham  had 
refufed  to  engage.  Still,  however,  he  was 
your  friend,  and  you  are  yet  to  explain  to  the 


*  In  March  1763,  his  Grace  was  In  the  Oppofition 
to  Lord  Bute's  Admi nitration,  and  voted  againft  the 
Cyder  Bill.  In  November  the  fame  year  he  was  in  the 
Oppofition  to  the  Grenville  Adminiftration,  and  protefted 
againft  the  Houfe  voting  away  privilege  in  cafes  of  libel. 
In  1764  he  was  a  Member  of  the  Minority  Club  at 
Wildman's  Tavern  in  Albemarle  Street  :  this  Club^  at 
its  firft  inftitution,  confiftedof  36  Lords  and  113  Com- 
moners ;  in  all  149;  but  it  foon  dwindled  away.  In 
.1765  his  Grace  came  in  with  the  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham as  a  fupporter  of  that  nobleman's  Adminiftration. 
See  notes  to  page  5th. 

world, 
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world,  why  you  confented  to  zd:  without 
him,  or  why,  after  uniting  with  Lord  Rock- 
ingham, you  defertcd  and  betrayed  him. 
You  complained  that  no  meafures  were  takeil 
to  fatisfy  your  patron,  and  that  your  friend, 
Mr,  WiJkes,  who  had  fuffered  fo  much  for 
the  party,  had  been  abandoned  to  his  fiite. 
7'hey  have  fuice  contributed  not  a  little,  to 
your  prefent  plenitude  of  power  ;  yet,  I 
think.  Lord  Chatham  had  lefs  reafon  than 
ever  to  be  fatisfied  ;  and  as  for  Mr.  Wilkes, 
it  is,  perhaps,  the  greateft  misfortune  of  his 
life,  that  you  fhould  have  fo  many  compen- 
fatfcons  to  make  in  the  clofet  for  your  former 
friendfhip  with  him.  Your  gracious  malier 
underftands  your  chara6ler,  and  makes  you  a 
psrfecutor,  becaufe  you  have  been  a  friend. 

Lord  Chatham  formed  his  laft  admini- 
ftration  upon  principles  which  you  certainly 
concurred  in,  or  you  could  never  have  been 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  treafury.  By  de- 
ferring thofe  principles,  and  by  acting  in  di- 
re(5t  contradiction  to  them,  in  which .  he 
found  you  were  fecretly  fupported  in  the 
clofety  you  foon  forced  him  to  leave  you  to 
yourfelf,  and  to  withdraw  his  name  from  an 
adminiftration,  which  had  been  formed  on 
the  credit  of  it.  You  had  then  a  profpedt 
of  friendlhips  better  fuited  to  your  genius, 
and  more  likely  to  fix  your  difpofition.     Mar- 

VoL.  I,  F      -  riase 
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riagc  is  the  point  on  which  every  rake  is  fta- 
tionary  at  laft ;  and  truly,  my  Lord,  you 
may  well  be  weary  of  the  circuit  you  have 
:taken,  for  you  have  now  fairly  travelled 
through  every  fign  in  the  political  zodiac, 
from  the  Scorpion,  in  which  you  flung  Lord 
Chatham,  to  the  hopes  of  a  Virgin  *  in  the 
Houfe  of  Bloomfbury.  One  would  think 
that  you  had  had  fufficient  experience  of  the 
frailty  of  nuptial  engagements,  or,  at  Icaft, 
that  fuch  a  friendfhip  as  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford's might  have  been  fecurcd  to  you  by 
the  aufpicious  marriage  of  your  late  Duchefs 
with  t  his  nephew.  But  ties  of  this  tender 
natture  cannot  be  drawn  too  clofe  ;  and  it 
may  polTibly  be  a  part  of  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford's ambition,  after  making  her  an  honeil 
woman,  to  work  a  miracle  of  the  fame  fort 
upon  your  Grace.  This  worthy  Nobleman 
has  long  dealt  in  virtue.  There  has  been  a 
large  confumption  of  it  in  his  own  family; 
and,  in  the  way  of  traffic,  I  dare  fay,  he 
has  bought  and  fold  more  than  half  the  re- 
prefentative  integrity  of  the  nation. 

•  His  Grace  had  lately  married  Mifs  Wrotteilcy, 
niece  of  the  Duchefs  of  Bedford. 

f  Miss  Liddell  after  being  divorced  from  the 
Duke,  married  the  Earl  of  Upper  OfTory. 


Is 
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In  Q  political  view,  this  union  is  not  im- 
prudent. The  favour  ot  princes  is  a  periil^i- 
ablc  commodity.  You  have  now  a  llrength 
fufncient  to  command  the  clolet ;  and,  if  it 
be  neceflary  to  betray  one  friendlhip  mor^, 
vou  may  fet  even  Lord  Bute  at  defiance.  Mr. 
Stuart  Mackenzie  may  pdffibly  remember 
what  ufe  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ufually  makes 
of -his  power;  and  oiir  gracious  Sovereign, 
I  doubt  not,  rejoices  at  this  firft  appearance 
of  union  among  his  fervants.  His  late  Ma- 
jefty,  under  the  happy  influence  of  a  family 
conne<Slion  between  his  minifters,  was  re- 
lieved from  the  cares  of  the  governmenti  A 
more  active  prince  may  perhaps  obferve, 
with  fufpicion,  by  what  degrees  an  artful 
fervant  grows  upon  his  mafter,  from  the  firll 
unlimited  profeilions  of  duty  and  attachment, 
to  the  painful  reprefentation  of  the  necefiity 
of  the  royal  fervice,  and  foon,  in  [regular 
progrefiion,  to  the  humble  infolence  of  dic- 
tating in  all  the  obfequious  forms  of  pe- 
remptory fubmiflion.  The  interval  is  care- 
fully employed  in  forming  connections,  cre- 
ating interefts,  colle6ling  a  party,  and  laying 
the  foundation  of  double  marriages  ;  until  the 
deluded  prince,  who  thought  he  had  found 
a  creature  prollituted  to  his  fervice,  and  in- 
fii-^niPicant  enough  to'  be  "always  dependent  up- 
on his  plcaliirc,  fiuds  him  at  lall  too  flrong 
F   2  to 
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to  be  commanded,  and  too  formidable  to   be 
removed. 

Your  Grace's  public  conduil,  as  a  mini- 
ftcr,  is  but  thecounter  part  of  your  private  hif- 
tory  ; — the  fame  inconfiftency,  the  fame  con- 
tradiclions.  In  America  we  trace  you,  from 
the  firft  oppofition  to  the  Stamp  A61,  on 
principles  of  convenience,  to  Mr.  Pitt's  fur- 
render  of  the  right ;  then  forward  to  Lord 
Rockingham's  furrender  of  the  fadt  ;  then 
back  again  to  Lord  Rockingham's  declara- 
tion of  the  right;  then  forward  to  taxation 
with  Mr.  Townfhend ;  and  in  the  laft  in- 
ftance,  from  the  gentle  Conway's  undeter- 
mined difcretion,  to  blood  and  compulfion 
with  the  Duke  of  Bedford  :  Yet  if  we  may 
believe  the  fimplicity  of  Lord  North's  elo- 
quence, at  the  opening  of  next  feffions  you 
are  once  more  to  be  the  patron  of  America. 
Is  this  the  wifdom  of  a  great  minifter  ?  or  is 
it  the  ominous  vibration  of  a  pendulum  ? 
Had  you  no  opinion  of  your  own,  my  Lord  ? 
or  was  it  the  gratification  of  betraying  every 
party  with  which  you  have  been  united,  and 
of  deferting  every  political  principle,  in  which 
you  had  concurred  ? 

Your  enemies  may  turn  their  eyes  without 
regret  from  this  admirable  fyftem  of  provin- 
cial  government.     They  will  find  gratifica- 
tion 
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tion  enough    in  the  furvey  of  your  domeftic 
and  foreign  policy. 

If,  inftead   of  difowning   Lord  Shelburne, 
the  Britifli  court  had  interpofed  withdignit?)' 
and  firmnefs,  you  know,  my  Lord,  that  Cor- 
fica  would  never   have   been   invaded.     The 
French  faw  the  weaknefs  of  a  diftraiSled   mi- 
niftry,     and   were-  juftified    in    treating    you- 
w-ith  contempt.     They  v/ould  probably  have 
yielded  in  the  firfl  inflance,  rather  than  ha- 
zard a  rupture  with  this  country  ;  b\it,  being 
once  engaged,   they    cannot    retreat    without 
difhonour;      Common    {en(Q    forefees    conie- 
quences,    which    have   efcaped   your   Grace's 
penetration.     Either  we  fufter  the  French  to 
make  an  acquifition^  the  importance  of  whicli 
you.  have  probably  no  conception  of,,  or  we 
oppofe  them  by  an  underhand  management, 
which  only  difgraces  us   in  the  eyes  of  Eu- 
rope, without  anfwering  any  purpofe  of  po- 
licy   or    prudence.      From    fecret,     indirect 
affiftance,    a    tranfition    to  fome   more  open 
decifive  meafures  becomes    unavoidable  ;    till 
at  laft  we  find  ourfelves  principal  in  the  war^ 
and  are  obliged  to  hazard  every  thing  for   an 
obje61:,    which     might    have    originally   been 
obtained   without  expence    or  danger.     I   am 
not  verfed  in  the  politics  of  the  north ;    but 
this  I  believe  is  certain,  that  half  the  money 
you  have  diflributed  to  carry  the  expulfion  of 
F  3         •  Mr. 
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Mr.  Wilkes,  or  ^ven  your  Secretary's  ihare 
in  the  laft  fubfcription,  would  have  kept 
the  Turks  at  your  devotion.  Was  it  ceco- 
nomy,  my  Lord  ?  or  did  the  coy  refiftaiice 
you  have  conftantly  met  with  in  the  Eritifh 
fonate,  make  you  defpr.ir  of  corrupting  the 
Divan  ?  Your  friends  indeed  have  the  firft 
claim  upon  your  bounty,  but  if  five  hundred 
pounds  a  year  can  be  fj^ared  in  a  penfion  to 
Sir  John  Moore,  it  would  not  have  difgraced 
you  to  have  allovv^d  foniething  to  the  fecret 
fervlcc  of  the  public » 

You  will  (zy  perhaps  that  the  fituation  of 
affairs  at  home  demanded  and  engrofied  the 
whole  of  your  attention.  ^.Herc,  I  confefs, 
you  have  been  a  Stive.  An  amiable,  accom- 
plifhed  prince  afcends  the  throne  under  the 
happieft  of  all  aufpicos,  the  acclamations  and 
united  afie6lions  of  his  fubJ2£l;s.  The  firft 
meafures  of  his  reign,  and  even  the  odium 
of  a  favourite,  were  not  able  to  fhake  their 
attachment.  Your  fervices,  my  Lord,  have 
been  more  fuccefsful,  Sintre  you  were  per- 
mitted to  take  the  lead,  we  have  feen  the 
natural  effects  of  a  fyftem  of  government,  at 
once  both  odious  and  contemptible.  We 
have  ken.  the  laws  fometimes  fcandaloufly  re- 
laxed, fometimes  violently  ftretched  beyond 
their  tone.  We  have  iten  the  perfon  of  the 
Sovereign    infujted;  and   in   profound  peace, 

and 
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and  with  an  undlfputed  title,  the  fidelity  of 
his  fubjeds  brought  by  his  own  fervants  int<j> 
public  queftion.  Without  abilities,  refo- 
lution,  or  intereft,  you  have  done  more  than 
Lord  Bute  could  accomplifh  with  all  Scot- 
land at  his  heels. 

Your  Grace,  little  anxious  perhaps  either 
for  prefent  or  future  reputation,  will  not  de- 
fire  to  be  handed  down  in  thefe  colours  to 
poflerity.  You  have  reafon  to  flatter  your- 
felf  that  the  memory  of  your  adminiftratioa 
will  furvlve  even  the  forms  of  a  conftitution, 
which  our  anceflors  vainly  hoped  would  be 
immortal  ;  and  as  for  your  perfonal  cha- 
ratSler,  I  will  not,  for  the  honour  of  human 
nature,  fuppofe.  that  you  can  wifh  to  have  it 
remembered.  The  conditioji  of  the  prefent, 
times  is  defperatc  indeed  ;  but  there  is  a  debt 
due  to  thofe  who  come  after  us,  and  it  is  the 
hiftorian's  office  to  punifh,  though  he  cannot 
correal.  I  do  not  give  you  to  poilerity  as  Ji 
pattern  to  imitate,  but  as  an  example  to  deter ; 
and  as  your  conduct  comprehends  every  thing 
that  a  wife  or  honeft  minifter  fhould  avoid, 
1  mean  to  make  you  a  negative  inftru6lion  to 
j'our  fucceflbrs  for  ever. 

JUNIUS, 
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LETTER    XXI. 

TO     THE     PRINTER    OF     THE     PUBLIC     AD- 
VERTISER. 

SIR,  12  June,  1769, 

TH  E  Duke  of  Grafton'^  friends,  not 
finding  it  convenient  to  enter  into  a 
eontefl  with  Junius,  are  now  reduced  to  the 
laft  melancholy  refource  of  defeated  argu- 
ment, the  flat  general  charge  of  fcurrility  and 
falfehood.  As  for  his  ftile,  I  (hall  leave  it 
to  the  critics.  The  truth  of  his  fads  is  of 
more  Importance  to  the  public.  They  are  of 
fuch  a  nature,  thai  I  think  a  bare  contra- 
di(flion  will  have  no  weight  with  any  man, 
who  judges  for  himfelf-  Let  us  take  them 
in  the  order  in  which  they  appear  in  his  laft 
letttr. 

1.  Have  not  the  firft  rights  of  the  people^ 

and  the  firft  principles  of  the  conftitutlon 
been  openly  invaded,  and  the  very  name  of 
an  eledlion  made  ridiculous  by  the  arbitrary 
appointment  of  Mr.  Luttrell  ? 

2.  Did    not   the   Duke    of    Grafton  fre- 
quently lead  his  miftreis  into  public,  and  even 

place 
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phce  her  at  the  head  of  his  table,  as  \{  he  had 
pulled  down  an  ancient  temple  of  Venus,  and 
eould  bury  all  decency  and  fhame  under  the 
ruins  ? — Is  this  the  man  who  dares  to  talk  of 
Mr.  Wilkes's  morals  ? 

3.  Is  not  the  characSler  of  his  prefurriptivQj 
anceftors  as  ftrongly  marked  in  him,  as  if  he 
had  defcendcd  from  them  in  a  direct  legitimate 
line  ?  The  idea  of  his  death  is  only  pro- 
phetic ;  and  what  is  prophecy  but  a  narrative 
preceding  the  facSt  ? 

4.  Was  not  Lord  Chatham  the  firil  who 
ralfed  him  to  the  rank  and  poft  of  aminifter, 
and  the  firfl  whom  he  abandoned  ? 

5.  Did  he  not  join  with  Lord  Rocking- 
ham, and  betray  him  ? 

6.  Was  he  not  the  bofom  friends  of  Mr. 
Wilkes,  whom  he  now  purfues  to  deftruc- 
tion  ? 

7.  Did  he  not  take  his  degrees  w^ith  credit. 
Sit  Newinarket,. White's,  and.theoppofition  ? 

8.  After  deferting  Lord  Chatham's  prin- 
ciples, and  facrificing  his  friendfhip^  is  he  not 
now  clofely  united  with  a  fet  of  men,  who,  tho' 
they  have  occafionally  joined  with  all  parties,, 

F  5  have 
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have  In  every  different  fituatlon,   and  at  all 
times,   been    equally  and   conftantly  detefted  ' 
by  this  country  ? 

9.  Has  not  Sir  John  Moore  a  penfion  of 
five  hundred  pounds  a  year  ? — This  may  pro- 
bably be  an  acquittance  of  favours  upon  the 
^urf .;  but  is  it  poffible  for  a  minifter  to  offer 
a  grofler  outrage  to  a  nation,  which  has  fo 
very  lately  cleared  aw^ay  the  beggary  of  the 
civil  lift,  at  the  expence  of  more  than  half  a 
million  ? 

10.  Is  there  any  one  mode  of  thinking  or 
acSting  vi^ith  refpc^l  to  America,  which  the 
Duke  of  Grafton  has  not  fuccelEvely  adopted 
and  abandoned  ? 

11.  Is  there  not  a  fingular  mark  of  fhame 
fet  upon  this  man,  who  has  fo  little  delicacy 
and  feeling  as  to  fubmit  to  the  opprobrium  of 
marrying  a  near  relation  of  one  who  had  de- 
bauched his  wife  ? — In  the  name  of  decency, 
how  are  thefc  amiable  coufins  to  meet  at  their 
uncle's  table  ?— It  will  be  a  fccne  in  CEdipus, 
without  the  diftrefs. — Is  it  wealth,  or  wrt,  or* 
beauty, — or  is  the  amorous  youth  in  love  ? 

•  The  reft  is  notorious.  That  Corfica  has 
been  facrificed  to  the  French :  that  in  fome 
in^anccs^  the-  laws  have  been  fcamJaloufly  re- 
-''  ■-  laxed, 


taxed,  and  in  others  daringly  violated  ;  and 
that  the  king's  fubjedls  have  been  called  upon 
to  affure  him  of  their  fidelity,  in  fpite  of  the 
meafures  of  his  fervants. 

A  WRITER  vi?ho  builds  his  arguments  upon 
fa6bs  fuch  as  thefe,  is  not  ealily  to  be  confuted. 
He  is  not  to  be  anfwered  by  general  aflcrtions, 
or  general  reproaches.  He  may  want  elo- 
quence to  amufe  and  perfuade,  but,  fpeaking 
truth,  he  muft  always  convince. 

P  HI  LO     JUNIUS. 


LETTER    XXII. 

REPLY       TO        LETTER       XX.  SIGNED 

JUNIUS. 

THE  author  of  the  letter  figncd  Junius 
has  comprehended  all  the  charges  that 
a  diiiippointed  fadlion,  or  the  malice  of  his 
inveterate  enemies  could  invent,  againft  the 
private  characSter  and  family  of  the  Duke  of 
Grafton. 

Those  charges  I  will  anfwer  briefly,    and 
for  ever  after  drop  the  fubje(n:. 

I.  The  ri,^hts  of  the  people   were  fo   far 

from  being  invaded  i'n  the   aflair  of  the  clec- 

F  6  tion 
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tion  for  the  county  of  Middlefex,  that  not 
only  two  thirds  of  the  nation  have  in  the 
moft  pubHc  and  folemn  manner  approved  of 
that  meafure,  but  alfo  the  moil  eminent  law- 
yers in  England,  with  the  Chancellor  at  their 
head,  declared  that  the  accepting  of  Mr.  Lut- 
trell  for  member  was  perfe6lly  legal  and  con- 
ftitutional. 

2.  Whether  the  Duke  of  Grafton  led 
his  miflrefs  into  public  is  a  fa6t  to  which  I 
am  an  utter  ftranger  j  and  if  he  had,  there  is 
fcarcely  a  gentleman  in  England  but  has  been 
at  one  time  or  other,  feen  at  a  public  place 
with  his  female  friend, 

3.  Every  difpafllonate  man  in  the  king- 
dom muft  own  that  the  weaknefles  of  the  un- 
happy family,  who  loft  by  their  folly  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  have  been  too  much, 
exaggerated,  and  that  their  crimes  proceeded 
more  from  error  in  judgment,  than  from  any 
malignity  of  mind.  They  were  certainly 
mote  unfortunate  than  criminal. 

4.  Lord  Chatham,  it  is  true,  was  the 
capital  figure  in  the  adminiftration  in  1766 ; 
but  fo  far  was  the  Duke  of  Grafton  from  de- 
fertinghim,  that  of  his  own  accord  in  1768, 
he  begged  that  his  name  might  be  taken  from 
councils,    at  which  the   weak    ftate  of   his 

body 
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body    and     mind     made    him    incapable    to 
affift. 

5.  The  Duke  of  Grafton  during  the  courfe 
of  Lord  Rockingham's  adminiftration,  faw 
that  the  Marquis  was  altogether  unfit  for  pub- 
lic bufmefs.  He  did  not  defert  the  Marqaisy 
Uut  the  Marquis  deferted  thofe  firm  principles 
upon  which  the  Duke  wifhed  to  carry  on  the 
bufinefs  of  the  nation. 

6.  If  the  Duke  of  Grafton  was  ever  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  Wilkes,  it  was  at  a  time 
when  the  infamy  of  his  chara6i:er  was  un- 
known to  the  world.  To  dcfert  the  ac- 
quaintance of  a  man  deftitute  of  virtue  is  real 
praife :  neither  can  enforcing  the  law  againft 
the  vicious  be  called  perfecution. 

7.  The  Duke  of  Grafton  was  admitted 
to  Newmarket,  White's,  and  oppofition  ;  fo 
have  almoft  all  the  men  ©f  family  and  fafhion 
in  the  nation. 

8*  That  the  Duke  of  Bedford  has  -ever 
been  detefted  by  his  country,  is  an  abfolute 
falfehood;  fome  of  his  followers  have,  indeed, 
been  covered  with  abufe ;  but  their  abilities 
are  univerfally  allowed,  and  their  honour 
and  patriotifm  remain  unimpeached, 

9.  The 
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9.  The  penfion  given  to  Sir  John 
Moore,  docs  honour  to  the  humanity  of  the 
Duke  of  Grafton,  if  Sir  John  has  been  un- 
fortunate becaufe  honeft,  it  is  an  a(St  worthy 
of  praife  to  fupport  a  numerous  family,  in- 
volved in  diflrefs  more  by  the  misfortunes, 
than  by  the  crimes  of  their  parents. 

10.  Ill  underftood,  and  defignedly  Involv^- 
ed  in  obfcurity,  the  affairs  of  America  bore, 
at  different  times,  different  afpecSbs.  Tlie 
Duke  of  Grafton  has  been  invariably  fixed 
to  ftrike  the  happy  medium  betv^een  the  in- 
terefts  of  America,  and  the  prefervation  of 
the  authority  of  the  mother  country.  If,  in 
the  courfe  of  this  defign,  he  has  changed  his 
rneafures,  we  are  to  attribute  this  to  his  pru- 
dence, and  not.  to  the  verfatility  of  his  mind. 

The  laft  article  deferves  no  anfwer:  the 
fadlious  difpofition  of  the  writer  has  defeated 
the  deligned  effe6t  of  his  abufe.  In  one  part 
of  his  letter  he  blames  his  Grace  for  keeping 
a  .  miftrefs, — in  another  for  taking  a  lawful 
wife.  The  truth  is,  faction  is  determined 
not  to  be  pleafed.  They  want  to  poffefs 
themfelves  of  the  treafury,  and  until  the 
Duke  refigns  that  fwcet  morfel  to  the  devour- 
ing jaws  of  oppofition,  it  will  for  ever  fpit 
forth  venom  and  defamatioii.  But  the  Duke 
©f    Grafton    defpifes    ill    founded   abufe,   as 

much 
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much  as   he   abhors  the   commifTion   of  the 
crime  falfely  laid  to  his  charge. 

OLD    NOLL. 


LETTER    XXIIL 

TO     THE      PRINTER     OF     THE     PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER. 

SIR,  lljune^  I'jSg, 

THE  name  of  Old  Noll   is   defined   tO' 
be  the  ruin  of  tht    houfe   of   Stuart. 
There  is   an    ominous   fatality   in   it,   which 
even  the   fpurious  defcendants  of  the   family 
cannot  efcape.      Oliver   Cromwell   had    the 
merit  of  conducing  Charles  the  firfl:  to  the 
block.       Your      correfpondent      Old     Noll 
appears   to   have   the   fame  deCign   upon   the 
Duke    of  Grafton.      His   arguments    confii'^ 
better  with   the   title    he  has   aflumed,   than 
with  the  principles  he  profefles  ;    for  though 
he  pretends  to  be  an  advocate  for  the  Duke, 
he  takes  care  to  give  us  the  beft  reafons,  why 
his    patron  (hould    regularly   follow    the  fate 
of  his   prcfumptive   anceftor. — Through   the 
whole  courfe  of  the  Duke   of  Grafton's  life, 
I  fee  a  ftrangc  endeavour  to    unite    contra- 
iiicl:ions,   v/hich   cannot- be   reconciled.      He 
Tnarries  to  be  divorced  : — He  keeps  a  miftrefs 

to 
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to  remind  him  of  conjugal  endearments,  and^ 
he  choofes  fuch  friends,  as  it  is  virtue  in  him' 
to  defert.  If  it  were  pofTible  for  the  genius 
of  that  accomplifhed  prefidaiit,  who  pro- 
nounced fentence  upon  Charles  the  firi},  to 
be  revived  in  fome  .modern  fycophant  *,  his 
Grace  I  doubt  not  would  by  fympathy  dif- 
covec  him  among  the  dregs  of  mankind,  and. 
take  him  for  a  guide  in  thofe  paths,  which. 
naturally  condu(^  a  minifter  to  the  fcaffold. 

The  afTertion  that  two-thirds  of  the  nation 
approve  of  the  acceptance  of  Mr.  Luttrell  (for 
even  Old  Noll  is  too  modefl?  to  call  it  an  elec- 
tion) can  neither  be  maintained  nor  confuted 
by  argument..  It  is  a  point  of  fact,,  on  which 
every  Engliih  gentleman  will  determine  for 
himfelf.  As  to  lawyers,  their  profeffion  is 
fupported  by  the  indifcriminate  defence  of 
right  and  wrong,  and  I  confefs  I  have  not 
that  opinion  of  their  knowledge  or  integrity, 
to  think  it  necefTary  that  they  {hould  decide 
for  me  upon  a  plain  conftitutional  queftion. 
With  refpe6t  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Lut- 
trell, the  -chancellor  has  never  yet  given  any 
authentic  opinion.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  is 
Indeed  an  honeft,  a  very  honeft  man;  and 
the  Attorney  General  is  eX  officio  the  guardian 

♦  Mr.  Bradftiaw,.  then  fccretary  to  the  Treafuiy,. 
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of  liberty,  to  take  care,  I  prefume,  that  it 
fhall  never  break  out  into  a  criminal  excefs. 
Do£i:or  Blackftone  is  Solicitor  to  the  Queen. 
The  Do6lor  recolledled  that  he  had  a  place 
to  preferve,  though  he  forgot  that  he  had  a 
reputation  to  lofe.  We  have  now  the  good 
fortune  to  underftand  the  Doctor's  principles, 
as  w^ell  as  w^ritings.  For  the  defence  of  truth, 
of  law,  and  reafon,  the  DoiSlor's  book  may 
be  fafely  confulted  ;  but  whoever  wiflies  to 
cheat  a  neighbour  of  his  eftate,  or  to  rob  a 
country  of  its  rights,  need  make  no  fcruple 
of  confulting  the  Do£lor  himfelf. 

The  example  of  the  Englifh  nobility  may, 
for  aught  I  know,  fufficiently  juftify  the 
Duke  of  Grafton,  when  he  indulges  his 
genius  in  all  the  faftiionable  excefles  of  the 
age  ',  yet,  confidering  his  rank  and  ftation,  I 
think  it  would  do  him  more  honour  to  be  able 
to  deny  the  fa6i:,  than  to  defend  it  by  fuch 
authority.  But  if  vice  itfelf  could  be  excuf- 
ed,  there  is  yet  a  certain  difplay  of  it,  a  cer- 
tain outrage  to  decency,  and  violation  of 
public  decorum,  which,  for  the  benefit  of 
fociety,  fhould  never  be  f®rgiven.  It  is  not 
that  he  kept  a  miftrefs  at  home,  but  that  he 
conftantly  attended  her  abroad. — It  is  not 
the  private  indulgence,  but  the  public  infult 
gf  which  I  complain.  The  name  of  Mifs 
Parfons  would  har-dly  have  been  knowrij  if 

the 
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the  Firfl  Lord  of  the  Treafury  had  not  led 
her  in  triumph  through  the  Opera  Houfc, 
even  in  the  prefence  of  the  Queen,  When 
we  fee  a  man  adt  in  this  manner,  we  may  ad- 
mit the  fliamelefs  depravity  of  his  heart,  but 
what  are  we  to  think  of  his  underftanding. 

His  Grace  it  fecms  is  now  to  be  a  regular 
domeflic  man,  and  as  an  omen  of  the  future 
delicacy  and  corredtnefs  of  his  conduct,  he 
marries  a  firft  coufin  of  the  man,  who  had 
fixed  that  mark  and  title  of  infamy  upon  him, 
which,  at  the  fame  moment,  makes  a  hufband 
unhappy  and  ridiculous.  The  ties  of  con- 
fknguinity  may  pofTibly  preferve  him  from 
the  fame  fate  a  fecond  time,  and  as  to  the 
diftrefs  of  meeting,  I  take  it  for  granted  the 
venerable  uncle  of  thefe  common  coufms  has 
fettled  the  etiquette  in  fuch  a  manner,  that, 
if  a  miftake  fhould  happen,  it  may  reach  no 
farther  than  from  Madame  mz  femme  to  Ma- 
dame ma  coufme. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  has  always  fome 
excellent  reafon  for  deferting  his  friends. — 
The  age  and  incapacity  of  Lord  Chatham  ; 
—the  debility  of  Lord  Rockingham  -, — or  the 
infamy  of  Mr.  Wilkes.  There  was  a  time 
indeed  when  he  did  not  appear  to  be  quite  fo 
well  acquainted,  or  fo  violently  offended  with 
the  infirmities  of  his  friends.     But  now  I  con- 

fcfs 
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tefs  they  are  not  ill  exchanged  for  the  youth- 
ful, vigorous  virtue  of  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford ; — the  firmnefs  of  General  Conway  ; — 
the  blunt,  or  if  I  may  call  it,  the  aukward  in- 
tegrity of  Mr.  Rigby,  and  the  fpotlefs  mo- 
rality of  Lord  Sandwich. 

If  a  late  penfion  to  a  *  broken  gambler  be 
an  act  worthy  of  commendation,  the  Duke 
of  Grafton's  connexions  will  furnifh  him 
with  many  opportunities  of  doing  praife-wor- 
thy  a6lions ;  and  as  he  himfelf  bears  no  part 
of  the  expence,  the  generofity  of  diftributing 
the  public  money  for  the  fupport  of  virtuous 
families  in  diftrefs  will  be  an  unqueflionable 
proof  of  his  Grace's  humanity. 

As  to  public  affairs,  Old  Noll  is  a  little 
tender  of  defcending  to  particulars.  He  does 
not  deny  that  Corfica  has  been  facrificed  to 
»ance,  and  he  confeiTcs  that,  with  regard 
to  America,  bis  patron's  meafures  have  been 
fubjecl  to  fome  variation  j  but  then  he  pro- 
mifes  wonders  of  {lability  and  firmnefs  for 
the  future,  Thefe  are  myfterles,  of  which 
we  muft  not  pretend  to  judge  by  experience  ; 
and  truly,  I  fear  we  fhall  perifh  in  the  De- 
fart,  before  we  arrive  at  the  Land  of  Promife, 
In  the  regular  courfe  of  things,  the  period  of 

♦  Sir  John  Moore, 

the 
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the  Duke  of  Grafton's  minifterial  manhood; 
(hoiild  now  be  approaching.  The  imbecility 
of  his  infant  ftate  was  committed  to  Lord 
Chatham.  Charles  Townfhend  took  fome 
care- of  his  education  at  that  ambiguous  age,, 
which  lies  between  the  follies  of  political 
childhood,  and  the  vices  of  puberty.  The 
empire  of  the  paffions  foon  fucceeded.  His 
earliefl  princhples  and  connexions  were  of 
courfe  forgotten!  or  defpifed.  The  company 
he  has  lately  kept  has  been  of  no  fervice  to 
his  morals  j  and,  in  the  condu£l  of  public 
affairs,,  we-  fee  the  charadter  of  his  time  of 
life  ftrongly  diftinguifhed.  An  obftinate 
ungovernable-  felf-fiiiEciency  plainly  points 
out  to  us  that  ftate  of  imperfe6t  maturity,  at. 
which  the  graceful  levity  of  youth  is  loft,  and 
the  fblidity  of  experience  not  yet  acquired. 
It  is  poffible  the  young  man  may  in  time  grow 
wifer  and  reform.;  but,  if  I  underftand  his 
difpofition,  it  is  not  of  fuch  corrigible  ftuff, 
that  we  ftiould  hope  for  any  amendment  In 
him^.  before  he  has  accompliftied  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  this  country..  Like  other  rakes,  ha. 
may  perhaps  live  to  fee  his  error,  but  not  un- 
till'he  has  ruined  his  eftate. 

PHILO    JUNIUS, 
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LETTER    XXIV. 

TO    HIS    GRACE    THE    DUKE    OF    GRAFTON. 

MY    LORD,  8>/>',  1769. 

IF   nature  had  grven  you  an  underftandlng 
qualified  to  keep  pace  with  the  wiflies  and 
principles    of    your    heart,    fhe   would   have 
made  you,  perhaps,  the  nioft  formidable  mi- 
nifter  that   ever  was  employed,   under  a   li- 
mited monarch,  to  accomplifli  the  ruin  of  a 
free    people.      When  neither  the  feelings  of 
(hamc,  the  reproaches  of  confcience,    nor  the 
dread   of  punifhment,   form  any   bar   to   the 
defigns  of  a  minifter,  the  people  would  have 
too  much  reafon  to  lament  their  condition,  if 
they  did  not  find  fome  refource  in  the  weak- 
nefs  of  his  underftandins;.     We  owe  it  to  the 
bounty  of  providence,   that  the  completed  de- 
pravity of  the   heart   is  fometimes  ftrangely 
united  with   a  confufion  of  the  mind,  which 
counter2^s  the  moft  favourite  principles,   and 
makes  the  fame  man  treacherous  without  art, 
and  a  hypocrite  without  deceiving.    The  mea- 
fures,    for    inftance,    in  which  your   Grace's 
adivity  has  been  chiefly  exerted,  as  they  were 
adopted   without  fkill,  fhould  have  been  con- 
xlutSled   with   more   than   common  dexterity. 

But 
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But  truly,  my  Lord,  the  execution  has  been 
as  grofs  as  the  defign.  By  one  decifive  ftep, 
you  have  defeated  all  the  arts  of  writing.  You 
have  fairly  confounded  the  intrigues  of  op- 
pofition,  and  filewced  the  clamours  of  faction. 
A  dark,  ambiguous  fyftem  might  require  and 
furnifli  the  materials  of  ingenius  illuflration  ; 
and,  in  doubtful  meafures,  the  virulent  exag-* 
geration  of  party  muft  be  employed,  to  rowle 
and  engage  the  paflions  of  the  people.  You 
have  nov/  brought  the  merits  of  your  admi- 
nlftration  to  an  iillie,  on  which  every  Eng- 
-lifhman  of  the  narrowcft  capacity  may  de- 
termine for  himfelf.  It  is  not  an  alarm  to  the 
palTions,  but  a  calm  appeal  to  the  judgement 
of  the  people,  upon  their  own  moft  efiential 
interefts.  A  more  experienced  minilfer  would 
not  have  hazarded  a  direcfl:  invafion  of  the 
firft  principles  of  the  conftitution,  before  he 
had  made  fome  progrcfs  in  fubduing-  the  fpirit 
of  the  people.  With  fuch  a  caufe  as  yours, 
my  Lord,  it  is  not  fufficient  that  you  have  the 
court  at  your  devotion,  unlefs  you  can  find 
means  to,  corrupt  or  intimidate  the  jury. 
The  colledive  body  of  the  peopl^orm  that 
jury,  and  from  their  decifion  there  is  but  one 
appeal. 

Whether  you  have  talents  to  fupport 
you,  at  a  crifis  of  fuch  difficulty  and  danger, 
Ihould  long  fince  have  been  conGdered,   judg^ 
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ing  truly  of  your  difpofltlon,  you  have  perhaps 
miflaken  the  extent  of  your  capacity.  Good 
faith  and  folly  have  fo  long  been  received  as 
fynonimous  terms,  that  the  reverfe  of  the  pro- 
pofition  has  grov/n  into  credit,  and  every  vil- 
lain fancies  himfelf  a  man  of  abilities.  It  is 
the  apprehenfion  of  your  friends,  my  Lord, 
that  you  have  draw^n  fome  hafly  conclufion 
of  this  fort,  and  that  a  partial  reliance  upon 
your  moral  character  has  betrayed  you  beyond 
the  depth  of  your  underftanding.  You  have 
now  carried  things  too  far  to  retreat.  You 
have  plainly  declared  to  the  people  what  they 
are  to  expe£l  from  the  continuance  of  your 
adminiftration.  It  is  time  for  your  Grace  to 
confider  what  you  alfo  may  expetfl:  in  return 
from  their  fpirit  and  their  refentment. 

'  Since  the  acceflion  of  our  moft  gracious 
Sovereign  to  the  throne,  we  have  feen  a  fyfteni 
of  governmentj  which  may  well  be  called  a 
reign  of  experiments*  Parties  of  all  deno- 
minations have  been  employed  and  difmifled. 
The  advice  of  the  ableft  men  in  this  country 
has  been  repeatedly  called  for  and  rejected  ; 
and  when  the  Royal  difpleafure  has  been 
fignified  to  a  minifter,  the  marks  of  it  have 
ufually  been  proportioned  to  his  abilities  and 
integrity.  The  fpirit  of  the  Favourite  had 
fome  apparent  influence  upon  every  admini- 
fliation  j  and  every  fet  of  minifters  preferved 

an 


1 20  L'ETTERS       OF 

an  appearance  of  duration,  as  long  as  they 
itibmitted  to  that  influence.  But  there  were 
certain  fervices  to  be  performed  for  the  Fa- 
-vourite's  fecurity,  or  to  gratify  his  refent- 
ment?,  which  your  predeceffors  in  office  had 
the  wifdom  or  the  virtue  not  to  undertake. 
The  moment  this  refradtoiy  fpirit  was  dif- 
covcred,  their  difgrace  was  determined.  Lord 
Chatham,  Mr.  Grerrvillc,  and  Lord  Rock- 
ingham have  ,  fucceflively  had  the  honour  to 
be  difmifled  for  preferring  their  duty,  as  fer- 
vants  of  the  pu'bhc,  to  thofe  compliances 
which  were  expeded  from  their  ftation.  A 
fubmiflive  adminiftration  was  at  laft  gradually 
colle£ted  from  the  deferters  of  all  parties,  in- 
terefts,  and  connexions :  and  nothing  re- 
mained but  to  find  a  leader  for  thefe  gallant 
well-difciplined  troops.  Stand  forth,  my 
Lord,  for  thou  art  the  man.  Lord  Bute  found 
no  refourcc  of  dependence  or  fecu^rity  in  the 
proud,  impofmg  fuperiority  of  Lord  Cha- 
tham's abilities,  the  fhrewd  inflexible  judge- 
ment of  Mr.  Grenville,  nor  in  the  mild  but 
determined  integrity  of  Lord  Rockingham. 
His  views  and  fituation  required  a  creature 
void  of  all  thefe  properties  ;  and  he  was  forced 
to  go  through  every  divifion,  refolution,  com- 
pofition,  and  refinement  of  political  chemiftry, 
before  he  happily  arrived  at  the  caput  mor- 
tuum  of  vitriol  in  your  Grace.  Flat  and  in- 
fipid  in  your  retired  ftate,  but  brought  into 
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action  you  become  vitriol  again.  Such  are 
the  extremes  of  alternate  indolence  or  fury, 
which  have  governed  your  whole  admini- 
ftration.  Your  circumllances  with  regard 
to  the  people  foon  becoming  defpcrate,  like 
other  honeft  fervants,  you  determined  to  in- 
volve the  beft  of  mafters  in  the  fame  diiS- 
culties  with  yourfelf.  We  owe  it  to  your 
Grace's  well-dire^lcd  labours,  that  your  So- 
vereign has  been  perfuaded  to  doubt  of  the 
afFecSlions  of  his  fubje(5ls,  and  the  people  to 
fufpe61:  the  virtues  of  their  Sovereign,  at  a 
time  when  both  were  unqueftionablc.  You 
have  degraded  the  Royal  dignity  into  a  bafe, 
difhonourable  competition  with  Mr,  Wilkes, 
nor  had  yoia  abilities  to  carry  even  the  laft 
contemptible  triumph  over  a  private  man, 
without  the  grofTeft  violation  of  the  funda- 
mental laws  of  the  conftitution  and  rights  of 
the  people.  But  thcfe  are  rights,  my  Lord, 
which  you  can  no  more  annihilate,  than  you 
can  the  foil  to  which  they  are  annexed.  The 
■quelHon  no  longer  turns  upon  points  of  na- 
tional honour  and  fecurity  abroad,  or  on  the 
degrees  of  expedience  and  propriety  of  tnea- 
fures  at  home.  It  was  not  inconfiftent  that 
you  fhould  abandon  the  caufe  of  liberty  in 
another  country,  which  you  had  perfecuted 
in  your  own  ;  and  in  the  common  arts  of 
domeftic  corruption,  we  mifs  no  part  of  Sir 
Robert  W"alpole*s  fyitem,  except  his  abilities. 
Vol.  I.  G  la 
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In  this  humble  imitative  line,  you  might  lon^ 
have  proceeded,  fafe  and  contemptible.  You 
might  probably  never  have  rifen  to  the  di^-- 
nity  of  being  hated,  and  even  have  been 
defpifed  v;rith  moderation.  But  it  ieems  you 
meant  to  be  diftinguifhed,  and,  to  a  mind  like 
yours,  there  was  no  other  road  to  fame  but 
by  the  deftrudlion  of  a  noble  fabric,  which 
you  thought  had  been  too  long  the  admi- 
ration of  mankind.  The  ufe  you  have  made 
of  the  military  force  introduced  an  farming 
change  in  the  mode  of  executing  the  laws. 
The  arbitrary  appointment  of  Mr.  LuttreJl 
invades  the  foundation  of  the  laws  themfelves, 
as  it  manlfeftly  transfers  the  right  of  legiflation 
from  thofe  whom  the  people  have  chofen,  to 
thofe  whom  they  have  rejedled.  With  a  fuc- 
ceflion  of  fuch  appointments,  we  may  foon  fee 
a  houfe  of  commons  colle£l:ed,  in  the  choice  of 
which  the  other  towns  and  counties  of  Eng- 
land will  have  as  little  fhare  as  the  devoted 
county  of  Middlefex. 

Yet  I  truft  your  Grace  will  find  that 
the  people  of  this  country  are  neither  to 
be  intimidated  by  violent  meafures,  nor 
deceived  by  refinements.  When  they  fee 
Mr.  Luttrell  feated  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons by  mere  dint  of  power,  and  in  direcl: 
oppofition  to  the  choice  of  a  v/hole  county, 
they  will   not  liften  to   thofe    fubtleties,    by 
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which  every  arbitrary  exertion  of  authority  is 
explained  into  the  law  and  privilege  of  par- 
liament. It  requires  no  perfuafion  of  argu- 
ment, but  finiply  the  evidence  of  the  fenfes, 
to  convince  them,  that  to  transfer  the  right 
of  ele61:ion  from  the  colleflive  to  the  rcpre- 
fentative  body  of  the  people,  contradt(^s  all 
thofe  ideas  of  a  houfe  of  commons,  v/hich 
they  have  received  from  their  forefathers, 
and  which  they  had  already,  though  vainly 
perhaps,  delivered  to  their  children.  The 
principles,  on  which  this  violent  meafiire 
has  been  defended,  have  added  fcorn  to  in- 
jury, and  forced  us  to  feel,  that  we  are  not 
only  opprefTed  but  infulted. 

With  what  force,  my  Lord,  with  what 
proteition,  are  you  prepared  to  meet  the 
united  deteftation  of  the  people  of  England  ? 
The  City  of  London  has  given  a  generous  ex- 
ample to  the  kingdom,  in  what  manner  a 
king  of  this  country  ought  to  be  addre/Ted  ; 
and  I  fi^ncy,  my  Lord,  it  is  not  yet  in  yova* 
courage  to  ftand  between  your  Sovereign 
and  the  addrefTes  of  his  fubje6i:s.  The  inju- 
ries yQu  have  done  this  country  are  fuch  as 
demand  not  only  redrefs,  but  vengeance. 
In  vain  fhall  you  look  for  protedlion  to  that 
venal  vote,  which  you  have  already  paid  for 
— another  muft  be  purchafed  ;  and  to  fave  a 
minifter,  the  houfe  of  commons  mud  declare 
G  2  them- 
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themfelves  not  only  independent  of  their  con  - 
ftituents,  but  the  determined  enemies  of  the 
conftitution.  Confider,  my  Lord,  whether 
this  be  an  extremity  to  v/hich  their  fears  will 
permit  them  to  advance  ;  or.; if  their  pro- 
te^Slion  fliould  fail  you,  how  far  you  arc  au« 
thorifed  to  rely  upon  the  Inicerity  of  thofe 
fmile^,  which  a  pious  court  lavifhcs  without 
reluctance  upon  a  libertine  by  profeiHon.  It 
is  not  indeed  the  lead  of  the  thoufand  con- 
tradictions which  attend  you,  that  a  man, 
marked  to  the  world  by  the  grofleft  violation 
of  all  ceremony  and  decorum,  fliould  be  the 
firft  fervant  of  a  court,  in  which  prayers  are 
morality,  and  kneeling  is  religion.  Truft 
not  too  far  to  appearances,  by  which  your 
predeceflbrs  have  been  deceived,  though  they 
have  not  been  injured.  Even  the  beft  of 
princes  may  at  laft  difcover,  that  this  is  a 
contention,  in  which  every  thing  may  be 
loft,  but  nothing  can  be  gained ;  and  as  you 
became  minifter  by  accident,  were  adopted 
without  choice,  trufled  without  confidence, 
and  continued  without  favour,  be  afilired 
that,  whenever  an  occafion  prefTes,  you  will 
be  difcarded  without  even  the  forms  of  regret. 
You  will  then  have  reafon  to  be  thankful,  if 
you  are  permitted  to  retire  to  that  feat  of 
learning,  which,  in  contemplation  of  the 
fyftem  of  your  life,  the  comparative  purity  of 
your  manners  with  thofe  of  their  high  ftew- 
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arJ,  and  a  thoufand  other  recommending 
circumftances,  has  chofen  vou  to  encourage 
the  growing  virtue  of  their  youth,  and  to 
prefide  over  their  education.  Whenever  tlie. 
rpirit  of  diftributing  prebends  and  bifbopricks 
(hall  have  departed  from  you,  you  will  find 
that  learned  feminary  perfe£lly  recovered 
from  the  delirium  of  an  inflallation,  and, 
what  in  truth  it  ought  to  be,  once  more  a 
peaceful  fcene  of  /lumber  and  thoughtlefs 
meditation.  l"he  venerable  tutors  of  the 
univerfity  will  no  longer  diftrefs  your  mo- 
defty,  by  propofmg  you  for  a  pattern  to  their 
pupils.  The  learned  dulnefs  of  declamation 
will  be  filent  ;  and  even  the  venal  mufe, 
though  happieft  in  fidlion,  will  forget  your 
virtues.  Yet,  for  the  benefit  of  the  fucceed- 
ing  age,  I  could  v/ifh  that  your  retreat  might 
be  deferred,  until  your  morals  fhall  happily 
be  ripened  to  that  maturity  of  corruption,  at 
which  the  worft  examples  ceafe  to  be  con- 
tagious. 
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LETTER    XXV. 

10     THE     PRINTER     OF     THE     PUBLIC     AD- 
VERTISER. 

SIR,  19  July^  1769. 

AG  RE  AT  deal  of  ufelefs  argument 
might  have  been  faved,  in  the  political 
contefl:,  vi^hich  has  arifen  from  the  expulfion 
of  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  the  fubfequent  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Luttrell,  if  the  queftion 
had  been  once  ftated  with  precifion,  to  the 
fatisfaftion  of  each  party,  and  clearly  iin- 
derftood  by  them  both.  But  in  this,  as  in  al- 
moil  every  other  difpute,  it  ufually  happens 
that  much  time  is  loft  in  referring  to  a  mul- 
titude of  cafes  and  precedents,  which  prove 
nothing  to  the  purpofe,  or  in  maintaining 
propofitions,  which  are  either  not  difputed, 
or,  v/hether  they  be  admitted  or  denied,  are 
entirely  indifferent  as  to  the  matter  in  de- 
bate ;  until  at  laft  the  mind,  perplexed  and 
confounded  with  the  endlefs  fubtleties  of 
controverf}^,  lofes  fight  of  the  main  queftion, 
and  never  arrives  at  truth.  Both  parties  in 
the  difpute  are  apjt  enough  to  pra6l:ife  thefe 
difhoneit  artifices.  The  man,  who  is  con- 
fcious  of  the  weaknefs  of  his  caufe,  is  in- 
terefted  in  concealing  it:  and,  on  the  other 
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fiile,  It  is  not  uncommon  to  fee  a  good  caufe 
mangled  by  advocates,  who  do  not  know  the 
real  ilrength  of  it. 

I  SHOULD  be  glad  to  know,  for  inftance^ 
to  what  purpo  e,  In  the  prefent  cafe,  fo  many 
precedents  have  been  produced  to  prove,  that 
the  houfe  of  commons  have  a  right  to  expel 
one  of  their  own  rnembers  ;  that  it  belongs 
to  them  to  judge  of  the  validity  of  ele6lions  ; 
or  that  the  lav/  of  parliament  is  part  of  the 
law  of  the  land  ?  After  all  thefe  propo- 
fitions  are  admitted,  *  Mr.  Luttrell's  right  to 
his  feat  will  continue  to  be  juft  as  difputable 
as  it  was  before.  Not  one  of  them  is  at  pre- 
fent  in  agitation.  Let  it  be  admitted  that 
the  houfe  of  commons  were  authorlfcd  to  ex- 
pel Mr.  Wilkes  ;  that  they  are  the  proper 
court  to  judge  of  ele6):ions,  and  that  the  law 
of  parliament  is  binding  upon  the  people ; 
flill  it  remains  to  be  enquired  whether  the 
houfe,  by  their  refolution  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Luttrcll,  have  or  have  not  truly  declared  that 
law.  To  facihtate  this  enquiry,  I  would 
have  the  queftion  cleared  of  all  foreign  or  in- 
different matter,  l^he  following  ftate  of  it 
will  probably  be  thought  a  fair  one  by  both 
parties  j    and    then    I     imagine    there  is  no 

*  They  are  only  admitted,  for  the  fake  of  argument, 
and  to  bring  the  queflfon  to  iffue. 
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gentleman  in  this  country,  who  will  not  be 
capable  of  farming  a  judicious  and  true  opi- 
nion upon  it.  I  take  the  queftion  to  be 
llrictly  this  :  "  Whether  or  no  it  be  the 
"  known,  eftabliihed  law  of  parliament,  that 
'*  the  expulfion  of  a  member  of  the  houfe 
*'  of  commons  of  itfelf  creates  in;  him  f^ch 
*"^  an  incapacity  to  be  re-ele£ted,  that,  at  a 
"  fubfequent,  elecShion,  any  votes  given  to 
"  him  are  null  and  void,  and  that  any  other 
"  candidate,  v/ho,,  except  the  perfon  expel - 
'^  led,  has  the  greateft  number  of  votes,  ought 
"  to  be  the  fitting  member." 

To  prove  that  the  affirmative  is  the  law  of 
parli?.ment,  I  apprehend  it  is  not  fufficient 
for  the  prefent  houfe  of  commons  to  declare 
it  to  be  fo.  We  may  fhut  our  eyes  indeed 
to  the  dangerous  confequences  of  fuffering 
one  bi'anch  of  the  legiflature  to  declare  new 
laws,  without  argument  or  example,  and  it 
may  perhaps  be  prudent  enough  to  fubmit  to 
authority ;  but  a  mere  afiertion  will  never 
convince,  much  lefs  it  will  be  thought  rea-. 
fonable  to  prove  the  right  by  the  fa6l  itfelf. 
T'he  miniftry  have  not  yet  pretended  to  fuch 
a  tyranny  over  our  minds.  To  fupport  the 
affirmative  fairly,  it  will  either  be  neceflary 
to  produce  fome  ftatute,  in  which  that  pofi- 
tive  provifion  (hall  have  been  made,,  that  fpe- 
cific   difability   clearly  created,  and  the  con-. 
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fequences  of  it  declared  ;  or,  if  there  be  no 
fuch  ftatute,  the  cuftom  of  parliament  muft 
then  be  referred  to,  and  fome  cafe  or  cafes  *", 
ftridly  in  point,  muft  be  produced,  with 
the  decifion  of  the  court  upon  them  ;  for  I 
readily  admit  that  the  cuflom  of  parliament, 
once  clearly  proved,  is  equally  binding  with 
the  common  and  flatute  law. 

The  confideration  of  what  may  be  rea- 
fonable  or  unreafonable  makes  no  part  of  this 
queftion.  We  are  enquiring  what  the  law 
is,  not  what  it  ought  to  be.  Reafon  may 
be  applied  to  fhew  the  impropriety  or  expe- 
dience of  a  law,  but,  we  muft  have  either 
flratute  or  precedent  to  prove  the  exiftence  of 
it.  At  the  fame  time  I  do  not  mean  to  admit 
that  the  late  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons is  dcfenfible  on  gelieral  principles  of 
reafon,  any  more  than  in  law.  This  is  not 
the  hinge  on  which  the  debate  turns. 

Supposing  therefore  that  I  have  laid  down 
an  accurate  flate  of  the  queftion,  Iwill  ven- 
ture to  affirm,  ift.  That  there  is  no  ftatute 
exifting  by  which  that  fpecific  difability 
which  we  fpeak  of  is,  created.     If  there  be, 

*  Junius  thought  it  neceflaiy  to  meet  minlftry  on 
their  own  ground  ;  though  precedents  in  oppofition  to 
principle*;,   have  little  weight  with  him. 
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kt  it  be  produced.     The  argument  will  then 
be  at  an  end. 

2dly,  That  there  is  no  precedent  in  all 
the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
vvhich  comes  entirely  home  to  the  prefent 
cafe,  viz.  "  where  an  expelled  member  has 
*■'•  been  returned  again,  and  another  candi- 
''  date,  with  an  inferior  number  of  votes, 
"  has  been  declared  the  fittino-  member." 
If  there  be  fuch  a  precedent,  let  it  be 
given  to  us  plainly,  and  I  am  fure  it  will 
have  more  weight  than  all  the  cunning  ar- 
guments which  have  been  drawn  from  in- 
ferences and  probabilities. 

The  miniftry,  in  that  laborious  pamphlet 
which  I  prefume  contains  the  whole  flrength 
of  the  party,  have  declared*,  ''  That  Mr. 
"  Walpole's  was  the  firfl  and  only  inftance, 
"  in  which  the  eleitors  of  any  county  or  bo- 
"  rough  had  returned  a  perfon  expelled  to 
*'  ferve  in  the  fame  parliament."  It  is  not 
pofiible  to  conceive  a  cafe  more  exadlly  in 
point.  Mr.  Walpole  was  expelled,  and, 
having  a  majority  of  votes  at  the  next  elec- 
tion, was  returned  again.  The  friends  of 
Mr.  Taylor,  a  candidate  fet  up  by  the  mi- 
niftry,  petitioned   the    houfe   that    he    might 

'   Ccfc  of  the  Middlefcx  ekSlion  confideredy  page  38. 
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be  the  fitting  member.  Thus  far  the  cir- 
ciimftances  tally  exa6tly,  except  that  our 
houfe  of  commons  faved  Mr.  Luttrell  the 
trouble  of  petitioning.  The  point  of  law 
however  was  the  fame.  It  came  regularly 
before  the  houfe,  and  it  was  their  bufinefs 
to  determine  upon  it.  They  did  determine 
It,  for  they  declared  Mr.  Taylor  not  duly 
eleded.  If  it  be  faid  that  they  meant  this 
refolution  as  matter  of  favour  and  indul- 
gence to  the  borough,  which  had  retorted 
Mr.  Walpole  upon  them,  in  order  that  the 
burgeffes,  knowing  what  the  law  was,  might 
correct  their  error.     I  anfwer,, 

I.  That  it  is  a  flrange  way  of  arguing  to 
oppofe  a  fuppofition,  which  no  man  can 
prove,   to  a  fa6t  which  proves  itfelf. 

XL.  That  if  this  were  the  intention  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  it  muft  have  defeated  it- 
felf. The  burgefles  of  Lynn  could  never 
have  known  their  error,  much  lefs  could  they 
have  corre6led  it  by  any  inftru6i:ion  they  re- 
ceived from  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  of 
commons.  They  might  perhaps  have  fore- 
feen,  that,  if  they  returned  Mr.  Walpole 
again,  he  would  again  be  rejected ;  but  they 
never  could  infer,  from  a  refolution  by  which 
the  candidate  with  the  feweft  votes  was  de- 
clared not  duly  eleSJed^  that,  at  a  future  elec- 
G  6  tion 
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tion,  and  in  fimilar  circumftances,  the  houfe 
of  commons  would  reverfe  their  refolution, 
and  receive  the  iame  candidate  as  duly  elect- 
ed, whom  they  had  before  rejedled. 

This  indeed  would  have  been  a  moft  ex-- 
ti-aordinary  way  of  declaring  the  law  of  par-, 
liament,  and  what  I  prefume  no  man,  whofe 
undcrftanding  is  not  at  crofs  puipofes  with 
itfelf,  could  poHibly  underftand. 

If,  in  a  cafe  of  this  importance,.  I  thought. 
inyfelf  at  liberty  to  argue  from  fuppofitions 
rather  than  from  fa6ts,  I  think  the  probabi-. 
lity,  in  this  inftanco,  is  diredlly  the  reverfe 
of  what  the  miniftry  affirm;  and  that  it  is 
much  more  likely  that  tlie  houfe  of  commons 
at  that  time  v/ould  rather  have  ftrained  a.< 
point  in  favour  of  Mr.  Taylor,  than  that 
they  w^ould  have  violated  the  law  of  parlia- 
ment, and  robbed  Mr.  Taylor  of  a  right 
legally  vefted  in  him,  to  gratify  a  refractory 
borough,  which  in  defiance  of  them,  had 
returned  a  perfon  branded  with  the  ftrongeft 
mark  of  the  difpleafure  of  the  houfe. 

But  really.  Sir,  this  way  of  talking,  for 
I  cannot  call  it  argument,  is  a  mockery  of 
the  common  undcrftanding  of  the  nation,  too 
^rofs  to  be  endured.  Our  deareft  interefts 
are  at  ftake.     An  attempt  has  been  made,  not 
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merely  to  jrob  a  fingle  county  of  its  right?, 
but,  by  inevitable  confequence,  to  alter  the 
conftitution  of  the  houfe  of  commons.  This 
fatal  attempt  has  fucceeded,  and  {lands  as  a 
precedent  recorded  for  ever.  If  the  miniftry 
are  unable  to  defend  their  caufe  by  fair  ar- 
gument founded  on  fa6ls,  let  them  fpare  us 
at  leaft  the  mortification  of  being  amufed  and 
deluded  like  children.  I  believe  there  is  yet 
a  fpirit  of  refiftance  in  this  country,  which 
will  not  fubmit  to  be  opprefled ;  but  I  am 
fure  there  is  a  fund  of  good  fenfe  in  this 
coiintry,  which  cannot,  be  deceived. 

JUNIUS. 


LETTER    XXVL 

TO    THE     PRINTER     OF     THE     PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER., 

SIR,.  I  yfugu^,  1769. 

IT  will  not  be  necefTary  for  y««/«j  to  take 
the  trouble  of  anfwering  your  correfpon- 
dent  G.  A.  or  the  quotation  from  a  fpeech 
without  doors,  publiftied  in  your  paper  of  the 
2:8th  of  laft  month*  The  fpeech  appeared 
before  Junius' %  letter,  and  as  the  author  feems 
to  confider  the  great  propofition,  on  which  all 
his  argument  depends,  viz.  that  Mr,  Wilkes 

was 
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was  under  that  knoivn  legal  tncapacUy^  of  which 
'  Junius ]peaksy  as  a  point  granted,  his  fpeech 
is,  in  no  fliape,  an  anfwer  to  Junius^  for 
this  is  the  very  queftion  in  debate^ 

As  to   G.  A.   I   obferve   firff,   that  if  he 
did  not  admit  Junius's  ftate   of  the  queftion, 
he  fhould  have   fhewn  the  fallacy   of  it,    or 
given  us  a  more  exafl  one; — fecondly,  that, 
confidering  the  many  hours  and  days,  v^^hich 
the  miniftry  and  their  advocates  have  vi^afted, 
in  public  debate,  in  compiling  large  quartos, 
and   colleding   innumerable   precedents,    ex- 
prefsly   to  prove  that  the  late  proceedings  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  are  warranted  by  the 
law,    cuftom,    and   practice     of    parliament, 
it   is   rather   an  extraordinary  fuppofition,  to 
be  made  by  one  of  their  own  party  even  for 
the  fake  of  argument,  that  no  fuchjiatutcy  no 
fuch  cujlom  of  parliatJient^  no  fuch  cafe  in  point 
can  be  produced,     G.  A.   may  however  make 
the  fuppofition  with  fafety.     It  contains  no- 
thing, but  literally  the  fa6t,  except  that  there 
is  a  cafe  exa£lly  in  point,  with  a  decifion  of 
the    houfe    diametrically     oppofite     to     that 
which   the   prefent  houfe  of  commons  came 
to  in  favour  of  Mr.  Luttrell. 

The  miniftry  now  begin  to  be  afii^med  of 
the  weaknefs  of  their  caufe,  and,  as  it  ufually 
happens  with  falfehood,  are  driven  to  the  ne- 

ceffit\* 
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ceffity  of  (hifting  their  ground,  and  changing 
their  whole  defence.  At  firft  we  were  told 
that  nothing  could  be  clearer  than  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  commons  were 
juftified  by  the  known  law  and  uniform  cuf- 
tom  of  parliament.  But  now  it  feems,  if 
there  be  no  law,  the  houfe  of  commons  have 
a  right  to  make  one,  and  if  there  be  no  pre- 
cedent, they  have  a  right  to  create  the  firfl: ; 
— for  this  I  prefume  is  the  amount  of  the 
queflions  propofed  to  Junius.  If  your  cor- 
refpondent  had  been  at  all  verfed  in  the  law 
of  parliament,  or  generally  in  the  laws  of  this 
country,  he  would  have  ken  that  this  defence 
is  as  weak  and  falfe  as  the  former. 

The  privileges  of  either  houfe  of  parlia- 
ment, it  is  true,  are  indefinite,  that  is,  they 
have  not  been  defcribed  or  laid  down  in  any 
one  code  or  declaration  whatfoever ;  but 
whenever  a  q;ieftion  of  privilege  has  arifen, 
it  has  invariably  been  difputed  or  maintained 
upon  the  footing  of  precedents  alone*.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  proceedings  upon  the  Aylef- 
bury  eledlion,  the  houfe  of  lords^  refolved, 
"  That  neither  houfe  of  parliament  had  any 
"  power,    by    any    vote    or    declaration,    to 

*  This  is  again  meeting  niiniftry  upon  their  own 
ground i  but  piecc<lents  cannot  vindicate  either  natural 
injuftice,  or  violation  ofpofitive  right. 

*'  create, 
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"  create  to  themfelves  any  new  privilege  that 
'*  was  not  warranted  by  the  known  laws  and 
"  cuftoms  of  parliament."  And  to  this  rule 
the  houfe  of  commons,  though  otherwife 
they  had  acSled  in  a  very  arbitrary  manner, 
gave  their  aflent,  for  they  affirmed  that  they 
had  guided  themfelves  by  it,  in  alTcrtlng  their 
privileges.— Now,  Sir,  if  this  be  true  with 
refpe6l  to  matters  of  privilege,  in  which  the 
houfe  of  commons,  individually  and  as  a 
body,  are  principally  concerned,  how  much 
more  {Irongly  will  it  hold  againfl  any  pre- 
tended power  in  that  houfe,  to  create  or  de- 
clare a  new  law,  by  which  not  only  jKc 
rights  of  the  houfe  over  their,  own  member, 
and  thofe  of  the  member  himfelf  are  in- 
cluded, but  alfo  thofe  of  a  third  and  feparatc 
party,  I  mean  the  freeholders  of  the  king- 
dom. To  do  juftice  to  the  miniftry,  they 
have  not  yet  pretended  that  any  one  or  any 
two  of  the  three  eftates  have  power  to  make 
a  new  law,  without,  the  concurrence  of  the 
third.  They  know  that  a  man  who  main- 
tains fuch  a  do(Slrine  is  liable,  by  ftatute,  to 
the  heavieft  penalties.  They  do  not  ac- 
knowledge that  the  houfe  of  commons  have 
afl'umed  a  new  privilege,  or  declared  a  new 
law.  On  the  contrary,  they  affirm  that  their 
proceedings  have  been  ftridtly  conformable  to, 
and  founded  upon,  the  ancient  law  and  cuf- 
tom    of  parliament.       Thus    therefore    the 

qucftion 
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queftion  returns  to  the  point,  at  v/hich  ^Ju- 
nim  had  fixed  it,  viz.  Whether  or  no  this  he 
the  law  of  parliatnent.  If  it  be  not,  the 
hoiife  of  commons  had  no  logal  authority  io 
cftablifli  the  precedent;  and  the  precedent 
itfelf  is  a  mere  facSfc,  without  any  proof  of 
right  whatfoever. 

Your  correfpondent  concludes  with  a 
queftion  of  the  limpleft  nature :  Muji  a 
thing  he  wrongs  hecaufe  it  has  never  been  done 
before?  No.  But  admitting  it  were  pro- 
per to  be  done,  that  alone  does  not  convey 
an  authority  to  do  it.  As  to  the  prefent  cafe, 
I  hope  I  {hall  never  fee  the  time,  when  not 
only  a  fmgle  perfon,  but  a  whole  couTit}% 
and  in  eiFedl:  the  entire  collective  body  of  the. 
people,  may  again  be  robbed  of  their  birth- 
right by  a  vote  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 
But  if,  for  reafons  which  I  am  unable  to 
comprehend,  it  be  neceflary  to  truft  that 
houfe  with  a  power  {o  exorbitant  and  (o  un•^ 
conftitutional,  at  leaft  let  it  be  givea  to. them 
by  an  uCt  of  the  legiflature. 

PHILO  JUNIUS.. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    XXVII. 

TO     SIR     WILLIAM      BLACKSTONE      SOLICI- 
TOR   GENERAL   TO    HER   MAJESTY. 

SIR,  29  July^  1769. 

I  SHALL  make  you  no  apology  for  confi- 
fidering  a  certain  pamphlet*,  in  which 
your  late  conduct  is  defended,  as  written  by 
yourfelf,  the  perfonal  interefts,  the  perfonal 
rffentments,  and  above  all,  that  wounded 
Ipirit,  unaccuftomed  to  reproach,  and  I  hope 
not  frequently  confcious  of  deferving  it,  are 
fignals  which  betray  the  author  to  us  as 
plainly  as  if  your  name  were  in  the  title-page. 
You  appeal  to  the  public  in  defence  of 
your  reputation.  We  hold  it.  Sir,  that  an 
injury  offered  to  an  individual  is  interefting 
to  fociety.  On  this  principle  the  people  of 
England  made  common  caufe  with  Mr, 
Wilkes.  On  this  principle,  if  you  are  in- 
jured, they  will  join  in  your  refentment,  I 
fhall  not  follow  you  through  the  infipid  form 
of  a  third  perfon,  but  addrefs  myfelf  to  you 
directly. 

*  A  Letter  to  the  Author  of  the  Queftion  Stated^ 

You 
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You  feem  to  think  the  channel  of  a  pamph- 
let more  refpe6table  and  better  fuited  to  the 
dignity  of  your  caufe,  than  that  of  a  newf- 
paper.  Be  it  fo.  Yet  if  newfpapers  are 
icurrilous,  you  muft  confefs  they  are  impar- 
tial. They  give  us,  without  any  apparent 
preference,  the  wit  and  argument  of  the  mi- 
niftry,  as  well  as  the  abufive  dulnefs  of  the 
oppofition.  The  fcales  are  equally  poifed. 
It  it  not  the  printer's  fault  if  the  greater 
weight  inclines  the  balance. 

Your  pamphlet  then  is  divided  into  an 
attack  upon  Mr.  Grenville's  character,  and 
a  defence  of  your  own.  It  would  have  been 
more  confiftent  perhaps  with  your  profefled 
intention,  to  have  confined  yourfelf  to  the 
laft.  But  anger  has  fome  claim  to  indul- 
gence, and  railing  is  ufually  a  relief  to 
the  mind.  I  hope  you  have  found  benefit 
from  the  experiment.  It  is  not  my  de- 
fign  to  enter  into  a  formal  vindication  of 
Mr.  Grcnville,  upon  his  own  principles. 
I  have  neither  the  honour  of  being  perfo- 
nally  known  to  him,  nor  do  I  pretend  to  be 
completely  mafter  of  all  the  fadts.  I  need 
not  run  the  rifque  of  doing  an  injuftice  to 
his  opinions,  or  to  his  condu61:,  when  your 
pamphlet  alone  carries,  upon  the  face  of  it, 
a  full  vindication  of  both. 

Your 
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Your  firfl  refieftion  is,  that  Mr.  Gren- 
ville  *  was,  of  all  men,  the  perfon,  who 
fliould  not  have  complained  of  inconfiftence 
with  regard  to  Mr.  Wilkes.  This,  Sir,  is 
either  an  unmeaning  fneer,  a  pecvilh  ex- 
preffion  of  refentment,  or,  if  it  means  any 
thing,  you  plainly  beg  the  queflion  ;  for  whe~ 
ther  his  parliamentary  condudl  with  regard 
to  Mr.  Wilkes  has  or  has  not  been  incon^ 
fiftent,  remains  yet  to  be  proved.  But  it 
feems  he.  received  upon  the  fpot  a  fufficient 
'Chaftifement  for  exercifmg  y^  unfairly  his  ta- 
lents of  mifreprefentation.  You  are  a  lawyer, 
Sir,  and  know  better  than  I  do,  upon  what 
particular  occafions  a  talent  for  mifrepre- 
fentation may  be  fairly  exerted  j  but  to  pu- 
mih  a  man  a  fecond  time,  when  he  has  been 
once  fuificiently  chaftifed,  is  rather  too  fe- 
vere.  It  is  not  in  the  laws  of  England ;  it 
is  not  in  your  own  commentaries,  nor  is  it 
yet,  I  believe,  in  the  new  law  you  have  re- 
vealed to  the  houfe  of  commons.  I  hope  this 
doctrine  has  no  exiftence  but  in  your  own 
heart.  After  all,  Sir,  if  you  had  confulted 
that  fober  difcretion,  which  you  feem  to  op- 
pofe  with  triumph  to  the  honeft  jollity  of  a 

*  Dr.  Blackstone  while  fpeaklng  in  the  houfe 
had  not  his  own  excellent  Commentaries  in  view ;  and 
Mr.  Grenviile,  who  replied  to  him,  quoted  a  paffage 
from -them,  which  direflly  contradicted  the  do6lrine 
maintained  by  the  Doctor  in  his  fpeech. 

tavern 
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tavern,  it  might  have  occurred  to  you  that, 
although  you  could  have  fucceeded  in  fixing 
a  charge  of  inconfiftence  upon  Mr.  Grenville, 
it  would  not  have  tended  in  any  fliape  to  ex- 
culpate yourfelf. 

1 
Your   next  infinuation,  that  Sir  William 
Meredith  had  haftily  adopted  the  falfe  glofles 
^of  his  new  ally,  is  of  the  fame  fort  with  the 
firfl.     It  conveys  a  fneer  as    little  worthy  af 
the  gravity  of  your  character,  as  it  is  ufelefs 
to  your  defence.     It  is  of  little  moment  to  the 
public  to  enquire,  by  whom  the  charge  was 
conceived,  or, by  whom  it  was  adopted.     The 
only  queftion  we  a(k  is,  whether  or  no  it  be 
true.       The   remainder    of   your    reflecfions 
upon  Mr.  Grenville's  conduct  deflroy  them- 
felvcs.     He  could  not  pollibly  come  prepareid 
to  traduce  your  integrity  to  the  houfc.     He 
could  not  fcrefee  that  you  would  even  fpealc 
upon  the  queftion,   mucfi  lefs  could  he  fore- 
fee   that   you   would   maintain  a   direct  con- 
tradiction  of  that   doctrine,   which   vou    had 
foiemnly,   difintercftedly,    and    upon    fobereft 
refle6lion  delivered  to  the  public.     He  came 
armed  indeed   with    v/hat   he   thouo-ht   a   re- 
fpectable  authority,   to   fupport   what  he  was 
convinced    was    the    caufe    of  truth,    and    I 
doubt  not,  he  intended   to  give  you,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  debate,  an  honourable  and  pub- 
lic teftiinony  of  his  efteem.     Thinking  high- 
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\y  of  his  abilities,  I  cannot  however  allow 
him  the  gift  of  divination.  As  to  what  you 
are  pleafed  to  call  a  plan  coolly  formed  to 
^  impofe  upon  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  his 
producing  it  without  provocation  at  mid- 
night, I  confider  it  as  the  language  of  pique 
and  invedive,  therefore  unworthy  of  regard. 
But,  Sir,  I  am  fenfible  I  have  followed  your 
example  too  long,  and  wandered  from  the 
point. 

The  quotation  from  your  commentaries 
is  matter  of  record.  It  can  neither  be  altered 
by  your  friends,  nor  mifreprefented  by  your 
enemies  ;  and  I  am  willing  to  take  your  own 
word  for  what  you  have  faid  in  the  houfe  of 
commons.  If  there  be  a  real  difference  be- 
tween what  you  have  written  and  what  you 
have  fpoken,  you  confefs  thaf  your  book 
ought  to  be  the  ftandard.  Now,  Sir,  if 
words  mean  any  thing,  I  apprehend  that, 
when  a  long  enumeration  of  difqualifications 
(whether  by  ftatute  or  the  cuftom  of  parlia- 
ment) concludes  with  thefe  general  compre- 
henfive  words,  "  but  fubje<Sl  to  thefe  reftric- 
*'  tions  and  difqualifications,  every  fubje6l  of 
"  the  realm  is  eligible  of  common  right,"  a 
.  reader  of  plain  underftanding  mull  of  courfe 
refl  fatisfied,  that  no  fpecies  of  difqualifica- 
tion  whatfoever  had  been  omitted.  The 
known  charailer  of  the  author,  and  the  ap- 
parent 
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parent  accuracy  with  which  the  whole  work 
is  compiled,  would  confirm  him  in  his  opi- 
nion ;  nor  could  he  poflibly  form  any  other 
judgment,,  without  looking  upon  your  com- 
mentaries in  the  fame  light  in  which  you 
confider  thofe  penal  laws,  which  though  not 
repealed,  are  fallen  into  difufe,  and  are  naw 
in  efFe6l  a  snare  to  the  unwary*. 

You  tell  us  indeed  that  it  was  not  part  of 
your  plan  to  fpecify  any  temporary  incapaci- 
ty, and  that  you  could  not,  without  a  fpirit 
of  prophecy,  have  fpecified  the  difability  of  a 
private  individual,  fubfequent  to  the  period 
at  which  you  wrote.  What  your  plan  was 
I  know  not  j  but  what  it  fhould  have  been, 
in  order  to  complete  the  work  you  have  given 
us,  is  by  no  means  difficult  to  determine. 
The  incapacity,  which  you  call  temporary, 
may  continue  feven  years ;  and  though  you 
might  not  have  forefeen  the  particular  cafe 
of  Mr.  Vv^ilkes,  you  might  and  fhould  have 
forefeen  the  po/Tibility  of  fuch  a  cafe,  and  told 
us  how  far  the  houfe  of  commons  were  au- 
thorifed  lo  proceed  in  it  by  the  law  and  cuf- 
tom  of  parliament.     The  freeholders  of  Mid- 

*  If  a  Judge  in  ftating  the  law  upon  any  point,  af- 
firms that  he  has  included  every  cafe,  and  it  appears 
afterwards  that  he  had  purpofely  omitted  a  material 
cafe,  he,  in  effc6l,  lays  a  fn  are  for  the  un-zvary. 

dlefex 
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dlefex  would  then  have  known  what  they  had 
to  truft  to,  and  would  never  have  returned 
Mr.  Wilkes,  when  Colonel  LuttreJl  was  a 
candidate  againft  him.  They  would  have 
chofen  fome  indifferent  perfon,  rather  than 
fubmit  to  he  reprefented  by  the  object  of  their 
contempt  and  deteftation. 

Your  attempt  to  diftinguifh  between  dila- 
bilities,  which  affe6t  whofe  clafles  of  men,  and 
thofe  which  affe61:  individuals  only,  is  really 
unworthy  of  your  undcrffanding.  Your  com- 
mentaries had  taught  me  that,  although  the 
inftance,  in  which  a  penal  law  is  exerted, 
be  particular,  the  laws  them.felves  are  gene- 
ral. They  are. made  for  the  benefit  and  in- 
ftru£tion  of  the  public,  though  the  penalty 
falls  only  upon  an  individual.  You  cannot 
but  know.  Sir,  that  what  v/as  Mr.  Wilkes's 
cafe  yefterday  may  be  your's  or  mine  to- 
morrow, and  that  confequently,  the  com- 
mon right  of  every  fubje<5l  of  the  realm  is  in- 
vaded by  it.  Profefling  therefore  to  treat  of 
the  conftitution  of  the  l^oufe  of  commons, 
and  of  the  laws  and  cuftoms  relative  to  that 
conftitution,  you  certainly  were  guilty  of  a 
moft  unpardonable  omiflion  in  taking  no  no- 
tice of  a  right  and  privilege  of  the  houfe, 
more  extraordinary  and  more  arbitrary  than 
all  the  others  they  pofTefs  put  together.  If 
the  expulfion   of  a   member,   not  under  any 

legal 
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legal  difability,  of  itfelf  creates  In  him  an 
incapacity  to  be  elected,  I  fee  a  ready  way 
marked  out,  by  which  the  majority  may  at 
any  time  remove  the  honefteft  and  ablefl  men 
who  happen  to  be  in  oppofition  to  them. 
To  fay  that  they  will  itot  make  this  extra- 
vagant ufe  of  their  power,  would  be  a  lan- 
guage unfit  for  a  man  fo  learned  in  the  laws 
as  you  are.  *  By  your  do£trine,  Sir,  they  have 
the  power,  and  laws  you  know  are  intended 
to  guard  agalnfb  what  men  may  do,  not  to 
truil  to  what  they  will  do. 

Upon  the  v/hole,  Sir,  the  charge  againfl 
you  is  of  a  plain,  fimple  nature  :  It  appears 
even  upon  the  face  of  your  own  pamph- 
let. On  the  contrary,  your  jufiification  of 
yourfelf  is  full  of  fubtfety  and  refinement, 
and  in  fome  places  not  very  intelligible. 
U  I  were  perfonally  your  enemy,  I  fliouid 
iwell,  with  a  malignant  pleafure,  upon  thole 
great  and  ufeful  qualihcations,  which  you 
certainly  poffefs,  and  by  which  you  once  ^rc- 
quired  though  they  could  not  preferve  to  you 
the  refpect  and  efteem  of  your  country.  I 
fhould  enumerate  the  honours  you  have  loft, 
and  the  virtues  you  have  difgraced  :  but 
having  no  private  refentments  to  gratify,  I 
think  it  fufficiewt  to  have  given  my  opinion 
of   your  public  condu6l,     leaving    the     pu- 

VoL.  I.  H  nlfhment 
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niflinient  it  d'cferves   to   your  clofet    and    to 
yourfelf. 

JUNIUS. 

LETTER    XXVIII. 

TO      THE      PRINTER     OF     THE     PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER. 

SIR,  14  Jug?ift^  1769. 

ACC3RRESPONDENT  of  the  St. 
James's  Evening  Poft  fiid  wilfully 
mifunderftands  Junius,  then  ccnfures  him  for 
a  bad  reafoner.  Junius  does  not  fay  that  it 
was  incumbent  upon  Doctor  Blackflone  to 
forefee  and  ftate  the  crimes,  for  which  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  expelled.  If,  by  a  fplrit  of  pro- 
phecy, he  had  even  done  fo,  it  would  have 
been  nothing  to  the  purpofe.  The  queftion 
is,  not  for  what  particular  ofFenccs  a  perfon 
may  be  expelled,  but  generally  whether  by 
the  law  of  parliament  expulfion  alone  creates 
a  difqualification.  If  the  affirmative  be  the 
law  of  parliament,  Dodlor  Blackftone  might 
and  ihould  have  told  us  fo.  The  queftion  is 
not  confined  to  this  or  that  particular  perfon, 
but  forms  one  great  general  branch  of  difqua- 
lification, too  important  in  itfclf,  and  too  ex- 
tenfive  in  its  confequences,  to  be  omitted  in 
an  accurate  work  exprefsly  treating  of  the 
law  of  parliament. 

The 
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The  truth  of  the  matter  is  cvidcr.tiy  this, 
Doctor  Blackilone,  while  he  was  fpeaking  in 
the  hotife  of  commons,  never  once  thought 
of  his  Commentaries,  until  the  contradidlion 
was  unexpeiftedly  urged,  and  fli-'.red  him  In 
the  face.  Irrilead  of  defending  himfelf  upon 
the  fpot,  he  funk  tinder  the  chai-ge,  in  an 
agony  of  confufion  and  defpair.  It  is  well 
known  that  there  was  a  paufe  of  fome  minutes 
in  the  houfe,  from  a  general  exped'ation  that 
the  Do£lor  would  fay  fomething  in  his  own 
defence  5  but  it  feems,  his  faculties  were  too 
much  overpowered  to  think  of  thofe  fubtleties 
and  refinements,  which  have  fmce  occurred 
to  him.  It  was  then  Mr.  Grenville  received 
that  feverc  chaftifement,  which  the  Doctor 
mentions  with  fo  much  triumph.  /  tvi/b  the 
honourable  gentleman^  tnjlead of  Jhak'ing  his  head, 
would  Jhake  a  good  argument  out  of  it,  \'i  to 
the  elegance,  novelty,  and  bitternefs  of  this 
ingenious  farcafm,  we  add  the  natural  melody 
of  the  amiable  Sir  Fletcher  Norton's  pipe,  we 
fhall  not  be  furprifed  that  Mr.  Grenville  was 
unable  to  make  him  any  reply. 

As  to  the  Doctor,  I  would  recommend  it 
to  him  to  be  quiet.  If  not,  he  may  perhaps 
hear  again  from  Junius  himfelf. 

PHILO    JUNIUS. 
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TO  A  PAMPHLET  INTITLED,  '  AN  AN- 
*  SWER  TO  THE  QUESTION  STATED.' 
SUPPOSED  TO  BE  WRITTEN  BY  DR. 
BLACKSTONE,  SOLICITOR  TO  THE 
QUEEN,  IN  ANSWER  TO  JUNIUs's 
LETTER.       NO.   XXV. 

SINCE  thefe  papers  were  fent  to  the  prefs, 
a  writer  in  the  public  papers,  who  fub- 
fcribes  himfelf  Junius,  has  made  a  feint  of 
bringing  this  queftion  to  a  (hort  iflue. 
Though  the  foregoing  obfervations  contain 
in  my  opinion,  at  leaft,  a  full  refutation  of 
all  that  this  writer  has  offered,  I  fhall,  how- 
ever, beftow  a  very  few  words  upon  him.  It 
will  coft  me  very  little  trouble  to  unravel  and 
expofe  the  fophiftry  of  his  argument. 

<  I  TAKE  the  queftion,  fays  he,  to  be  flri<5Hy 

*  this  :  Whether  or  no  it  be  the  known  efla- 

*  blifhed  law  of  parliament,  that  the  expulfion 

*  of  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  commons  of 
'  itfelf  creates  in  him  fuch  an  incapacity  to  be 

*  re-el ecSled,    that,    at   a  fubfequent   ele(Stion, 

*  any  votes  given  to  him  are  null  and  void  ; 

*  and  that  any  other  candidate,  who,  except 

the 
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*  the  perfon  expelled,  has  the  greatefl  number 

<  of  votes,  ought  to  be  the  fitting  mennber.' 

Waving  for  the  prefent  any  obje6>ion  I 
may  have  to  this  (late  of  the  queilion,  I  fhall 
venture  to  meet  our  champion  upon  his  own 
ground  ;  and  attempt  to  fupport  the  afHr- 
mative  of  it,  in  one  of  the  two  ways,  by  which 
he   fays  it  can  be  alone  fairly  fupported.     '  If 

<  there  be  no  flatute,   fays  he,  in  which  the 

*  fpeci fie  difability  is  clearly  created,  kc.  (and 
^  we  acknowledge  there  is  none)  .the  cuftom 
'  of  parliament  muvi:  then  be  referred  to,  and 

*  fome  cafe   or  cafes,  flriclly  in  point,   muft, 

*  be  produced,  with  the  uecifion  of  the  court 

<  upon  them.'  Now  I  afTert,  that  this  has 
been  done.  Mr.  Waipole's  cafe  is  ilrictly 
in  point,  to  prove  that  expulfion  creates  ab- 
folute  incapacity  of  being  re-ele6led.  This 
was  the  clear  decifion  of  the  houil  upon  it;  . 
and  was  a  full  declaration,  that  incapacity  was 
the  neceflary  confequenee  of  expulfion.  The 
law  was  as  clearly  and  firmly  fixed  by  this 
refolution,  and  is  as  binding  in  every  fubfe- 
quent  cafe  of  expulfion,  as  if  it  had  been  de- 
clared by  an  exprefs  ftatute,  ''  That  a  mem-^ 
"  ber  expelled  by  a  refolution  of  the  houfe 
"  of  commons  fhall  be  deemed  incapable  of 
"  being  re-eleae<^."  Whatever  doubt  then 
there  might  have  been  of  the  law  before  Mr. 
Waipole's  cafe,  with  refped  to  the  full  ope- 

H  3  ratioa 
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ration  of  a  vote  of  expulfion,  there  can  he 
none  now.  The  decillon  of  the  houfe  upon 
this  cafe  is  ftridlly  in  point  to  prove,  that 
expulfion  creates  iibfolute  incapacity  in  law  of 
being  re-elected. 

But  incapacity  rn  law  in  this  inftance 
muft  have  the  fame  operation  and  effc6t  v/ith 
iiicapacity  in  law  in  ev^ry  other  inftance. 
Now,  incapacity  of  being  re-ele6led  implies 
in  its  very  terms,  that  any  votes  given  to  the 
incapable  |:>erfon  at  a  fubfequent  election  are 
null  and  void.  This  is  its  neceflary  ope- 
ration, or  it  has  no  operation  at  all.  It  is 
vox  et  pnetcrea  nih'iL  We  can  no  more  be 
called  upon  to  prove  this  propofition,  than 
we  can  to  prove  that,  a  dead  man  is  not 
alive,  or  that  twice  two  are  four.  When 
the  terms  are  underftood,  the  propofition  is 
fclf-evident. 

Lastly,  It  is  in  all  cafes  of  election  the 
known  and  eftabliflied  law  of  the  land, 
grounded  upon  the  clearefl  principles  of  rea- 
fon  and  common  fenfe,  that  if  the  votes  given 
to  one  candidate  are  null  and  void,  they  can- 
not be  oppofed  to  the  votes  given  to  another 
candidate.  They  cannot  affect  the  votes  of 
fuch  candidate  at  all.  As  they  have,  on  the 
one  hand,  no  pofitive  quality  to  add  or  efta- 
blifh,  fo  have  they,  on  the  otlier  hand,  no  ne- 
gative 
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gative  one  to  fubftract  or  deiiroy.  They  are, 
in  a  word,  a  mere  non-entity.  Such  Vv^as  the 
determination  of  the  houfe  of  commons  in  the 
Maiden  and  Bedford  elections ;  cafes  flriilly 
in  point  to  the  .prefent  queflion,  as  far  as  they 
are  meant  to  be  in  point.  And  to  fay,  that 
they  are  not  in  point,  in  all  circumftances,  in 
thofe  particularly  which  are  independent  of 
the  propofition  which  they  are  quoted  to 
prove,  is  to  fay  no  more  than  that  Maiden 
is- not  Middlefexj  nor  Serjeant  Comyns  Mr. 
Wilkes. 

Let  us  fee  then  how  our  proof  (lands.  Ex- 
pulfion  creates  incapacity  ;  incapacity  anni- 
hilates any  votes  given  to  the  incapable  per- 
fon.  The  votes  given  to  the  qualified  can- 
drdate  ftand  upon  their:  own  bottom,  firm, 
and  untouched,  and  can  alone  have  effe<Sl:. 
This,  one  would  think,  would  be  fafficient. 
But  we  are  flopped  fhort,  and  told,  that  none 
of  our  precedents  come  home  to  the  prefent 
cafe  ;  and  are  challenged  to  produce  "  a  prc- 
*^-  cedent  in  all  t'le  proceedings  of  the  houfe 
*'  of  commons  that  does  come  home  to  it, 
"■  viz.  wher-e  an  expelled  member  has  been  re- 
'*  turned  again,  atid  another  candidate,  with  an 
"  inferior  number  of  votes,  has  been  declared 
f-  the  fitting  member, ^^ 

H  4-  Instead 


152  LETTERS      OF 

Instead  of  2  precedent,  I  will  beg  leave 
to  put  a  caie  ;   which,  I  fancy,  will   be  quite 
as    decifivc   to    the    prefent    point.     Suppofe 
another    Sacheverel,     (and   every  party  niuft 
have  its    Sacheverel)  fhould,   at  forne   future 
e)e£lion,    take    it  in  his  head  to  ofl'er  him- 
fclf  a  caniidate  for  the  county  of  Middlefex. 
He  is  oppofed  by  a  candidate,  whofe   coat  h 
of  a  different  colour  j   but  however  of  a  very 
good  colour.     The    divine    has  an   indifpu- 
table  majority  :    nay,  the  poor  layman  is  ab- 
folutelydiilanced.     The  fheriff,  after  having 
had  his  confcience  well  informed  by  the  re- 
verend cafuift,  returns  him,  as  he  fuppofes, 
duly  ele6led.     The  whole  houfe  is  in  an  up- 
roar, at  the  apprehenfion  of  fo  ftrange  an  ap- 
pearance amongft  them.     A  motion  however 
is  at  length  made,  that    the    perfon  was  in- 
capable of  being  ele£led,  that  his  eleSkion  there- 
fore is  null  and  void,  and  that  his  competitor 
ought  to  have   been  returned.     No,    fays    a 
great  orator,  firfl,    fhew    me    your    law    for 
this  proceeding.     "  Either  produce  me  a  fta- 
"  tute,  in   which  the  fpecific  difability    of  a 
''  clergyman  is    created  ;    or,  produce  me  a 
"  precedent  where  a  clergyman   has   been  re- 
"  turnedy  and  another  eandidate^  ivlth  an  inferior 
"  number  of  voteSy  has  been  declared  the  fitting 
"  member."     No   fuch  ftatute,  no  fuch  pre- 
cedent  to  be   found.     What  anfwer  then  is 
to  be  given  to  this  demand  ?     The  very  fanie 

anfwer 
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anfwer  which  I  will  give  to  that  of  Junius : 
That  there  is  more  than  one  precedent  in  the 

proceedings  of  the  houfe "  where  an  in- 

"  capable  perfon  has  been  returned,  and  an- 
"  other  candidate,  with  an  inferior  number  of 
"  votes,  has  been  declared  the  fitting  mem- 
"  ber ;  and  that  this  is  the  known  and  efta- 
"  blifhed  law,  in  all  cafes  of  incapacity,  from 
"  whatever  caufe  it  may  arife." 

I  SHALL  now  therefore  beg  leave  to  make 
a  flight  amendment  to  Junius's  ftate  of  the 
queftion,  the  affirmative  of  which  will  then 
ftand  thus  : 

"  It  is  the  known  and  eftabliftied  law  of 
"  parliament,  that  the  expulfion  of  any  mem- 
"  ber  of  the  houfe  of  commons  creates  in 
"  him  an  incapacity  of  being  re-ele6i:ed ; 
''  that  any  votes  given  to  him  at  a  fubfe- 
"  quent  ele<^ion  are,  in  confequence  of  fuch 
"  incapacity,  null  and  void ;  and  that  any 
"  other  candidate,  who,  except  the  perfon. 
"  rendered  incapable,  has  the  greateft  number 
"  of  votes,  ought  to  be  the  fitting  member." 

But  our  bufmefs  is  not  yet  quite  finifhed.. 
Mr.  Walpole's  cafe  mufl  have  a  re-hearing.. 
"  It  is  not  poffible,  fays  this  writer,  to  con- 
"  ceive  a  cafe  more  exadlly  in  point.  Mr.. 
'*■  Walpole  was  expelled,  and  having  a  majo- 
H  5  «  rity 
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"  rity  of  votes  at  the  next  ele6lIon,  was  re- 
"  turned  again.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Taylor, 
"  a  candidate  fet  up  by  the  miniftry,  peti- 
•**  tioned  the  houfc  that  he  might  be  the  fitting 
"  member.  Thus  far  the  circumflances 
"  tally  exaiSlly,  except  that  our  houfe  of 
''  commons  faved  Mr.  Luttrell  the  trouble 
*'•  of  petitioning.  The  point  of  law,  how- 
''  ever,  was  the  fame.  It  came  regularly  be- 
"  fore  the  houfe,  and  it  was  their  bufinefs  to 
*'  determine  upon  it.  They  did  determine 
"  it ;  for  they  declared  Mr.  Taylor  not  duly 
«  ekacdr 

.  Instead  of  examining  the  jwftnefs  of  this 
reprefentation,  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  oppofe 
a2;ain{l  it  my  own  view  of  this  cafe,  in  as 
piain  a  manner  and  as  few  words  as  I  am 
able. 

It  was  the  known  and  eftablifhed  law  of 
.parliament,  when  the  charge  againft  Mr. 
Walpole  came  before  the  houfe  of  commons, 
that  they  had  power  to  expd,  to  difable,  and 
to  render  incapable  for  offences.  In  virtue  of 
this  powxr  they  expelled  him. 

Had  they,  in  the  very  vote  of  expulfion, 
adjudged  him,  in  terms,  to  be  incapable  of 
being  re-ele<5ted,  there  muft  have  been  at 
once  an  end  with  him.     But  though  the  right 

of 
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of  the  houfc,  both  to  expel,  and  adjudge  In- 
capable, was  clear  and  indubitable,  it  does 
lit) t  appear  to  me,  that  the  full  operation  and' 
effect  of  a  vote  of  expulfion  fmgly  v/as  fo. 
The  law  in  this  cafe  had  never  been  ex- 
prefsly  declared.  There  had  been  no  event 
to  call  up  fuch  a  declaration.  T  trouble  not 
myfclf  with  the  grammatical  meaning  of  the - 
word  expulfion.  I  regard  only  its  legal" 
meaning.  This  was  not,  as  I  think,  pre- 
cifely  fixed.  The  houfe  thought  proper 
to  fix  it,"  and  explicitly  to  declare  the  full 
confequences  of  their  former  vote,  before  they 
fuffered  thefe  confequences  to  take  effect. 
And  in  this  proceeding  they  adied  upon  the 
mofl  liberal  and  folid  principles  of  equity, 
juftice  and  law.  What  then  did  the  burgef- 
fes  of  Lynn  colle6l  from  this  fcconcf  vote  ? 
Their  fubfequent  conduct  will  tell  us  :  it  will 
with  certainty  tell  us,  that  they  confidered  it 
as  decifiVe  againll  iV!r.  Walnole  ;  i-t-will  alfo> 
with  equal  certainty,  tell  us,  that,  upon  fup- 
pofition  that  the  law  of  election  flood  then, 
as  it  does  now,  and  that  they  knew  it  to  ftancL' 
thus,  they  inferred,  "  that  at; a:  futttre  elec- 
"  tlon,  and  in  cafe  of  a  fimilar  return,  the 
"  houfe  would  receive  the  fame  candidate,  as 
"  duly  elected,  whom  they  had  before  rejedl- 
*'  cd.'*     They  could  infer  nothing  but  this. 

H.6  Itt 
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It  is  needlefs  to  repeat  the  circumflance 
of  diffimilarity  in  the  prefent  cafe.  It  will 
be  fufEcIent  to  obferve,  that  as  the  law  of 
parliament,  upon  which  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons grounded  every  ftep  of  their  proceed- 
ings, was  clear  beyond  the  reach  of  doubt, 
fo  neither  could  the  freeholders  of  Middle- 
fcx  be  at  a  lofs  to  forefce  what  muft  be  the 
Inevitable  confequence  of  their  proceedings 
'irt  oppofition  to  it.  For  upon  every  return 
of  PyTr.  Wilkes,  the  houfe  made  enquiry, 
whether  any  votes  were  given  to  any  other 
candidate  ? 

But  I  could  venture,  for  the  experiment's 
fake,  even  to  give  this  writer  the  utmoft  he 
afks  ;  to  allow  the  moft  perfect  fimilarity 
throughout  in  thefe  two  cafes ;  to  allow, 
that  the  law  of  expulfion  was  quite  as  clear 
to  the  burgefles  of  Lynn,  as  to  the  free- 
holders of  Middlefex.  It  will,  I  am  confi- 
dent, avail  his  caufe  but  little.  It  will  only 
prove,  that,  the  law  of  election  at  that  time 
was  different  from  the  prefent  law.  It 
will  prove,  that,  in  all  cafes  of  an  incapable 
candidate  returned,  the  law  then  was,  that 
the  whole  ele(Sl:ion  (hould  be  void.  But  now 
we  know  that  this  is  not  lav/.  The  cafes  of 
Maiden  an4  Bedford  were,  as  has  been  (e^ny 
determined  upon  other  and  more  juft  princi- 
ple?. 
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pies.     And  thefe  determinations  are,  I  ima- 
gine, admitted  on  all  fides,  to  be  law.- 

I  WOULD  willingly  draw  a  veil  over  the 
remaining  part  of  this  paper.  It  is  aftonifh- 
ing,  it  is  painful,  to  fee  men  of  parts  and  abi- 
lity, giving  into  the  moft  unworthy  artifices, 
and  delcending  fo  much  below  their  true  line 
of  charader.  But  if  they  are  not  the  dupes 
of  their  fophiftry,  (which  is  hardly  to  be  con- 
ceived) let  them  confider  that  they  are  fonie- 
thing  much  worfe. 

The  deareft  interefts  of  this  country  are 
its  laws  and  its  conftitution.  Againft  every 
attack  upon  thefe,  there  will,  I  hope,  be  al- 
ways found  amongft  us  the  firmeft  fpirit  of 
refijiance  \  fuperior  to  the  united  efforts  of 
fadlion  and  ambition.  For  ambition,  though 
it  does  not  always  take  the  lead  of  fa6lion, 
will  be  fure  in  the  end  to  make  the  moft  fa- 
tal advantage  of  it,  and  draw  it  to  its  own 
purpofes.  But,  I  truft,  our  day  of  trial  is 
yet  far  off;  and  there  is  a  fund  of  goodfenfe  in 
this  country^  which  cannot  long  he  deceived^  by 
the  arts  either  of  falfe  reafoning  or  falfe  pa- 
triotifm. 
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LETTER    XXX. 

To     TFIE     PRINTER     OF     THE     PUBLIC     AD- 
VERTISER. 

SIR,  8  Augujl,  1769. 

THE  gentleman,  'who  has  publifhed  an 
anfwer  *  to  Sir  William  Meredith's, 
pamphlet,  having  honoured  me  with  a  poft- 
fcript  of  fix  quarto  pages,  which  he  mo- 
derately calls,  bcflowing  a  very  few  words, 
upon  me,  I  cannot,  in  common  politenefs, 
refufe  him  a  reply.  The  form  and  magnitude 
of  a  quarto  impofes  upon  the  mind  ;  and  men, 
who  arc  unequal  to  the  labour  of  difcuffing 
an  intricate  argument,  or  wifh  to  avoid,  it, 
are  willing  enough  to  fuppofe,  that  much  has 
been  proved,  becaufe  much  has  been  faid. 
Mine,  I  confcfs,  are  humble  labours.  I  do 
not  prefume  to  inftru£t  the  learned,  but  {im- 
ply to  inform  the  body  of  the  people;  and  I 
prefer  that  channel  of,  conveyance,  which  is 
likely  to  fpread  fartheft  among  them.  The 
advocates  of  the  miniilry  feem  to  me  to  write 
for  fame,  and  to  flatter  themfelves,   that  the 

♦  This  pamphlet  U  entitled,  <*  An  Anpwer    to  ths 
Slufjiion  St  at  id:' 

iize 
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fize  of  their  works  will  make  them  immortal. 
They  pile  up  relu£lant  quarto  upon  folid 
folio,  as  if  their  labours,  becaufe  they  are 
gigantic,  could  contend  with  truth  and 
heaven. 

The  wnter  of  the  volume  in  queftion 
meets  me  upon  my  own  ground.  He  ac- 
knowledges there  is  no  ftatute,  by  which  the 
fpecific  difability  we  fpeak  of  is  created,  but 
he  affirms,  that  the  cuftom  of  parliament  has 
been  referred  to,  and  that  a  cafe  finally  in  point 
has  been  produced,  with  the  decifion  of  the 
court  upon  it. — I  thank  him  for  coming  fo 
fairly  to  the  point.  He  aflerts,  that  the  cafe 
of  Mr,  Walpole  is  flri6l:ly  in  point  to  prove 
that  expulfion  creates  an  abfolute  incapacity 
of  being  re -elected;  and  for  this  purpofe  he 
refers  generally  to  the  firft  vote  of  the  houfe 
upon  that  occafion,  without  venturing  to  re- 
cite the  vote  itfelf.  The  unfair,  difmgenuous 
artifice  of  adopting  that  part  of  a  precedent, 
which  feems  to  fuit  his  purpofe,  and  omitting 
the  remainder,  deferves  fome  pity,  but  cannot 
excite  my  refentment.  He  takes  advantage 
eagerly  of  the  firfl:  refolution,  by  which  Mr. 
Walpole's  incapacity  is  declared ;  but  as  to 
the  two  following,  by  which  the  candidate 
with  the  feweft  votes  was  declared  *'  not 
"  duly  ele6led,'*  and  the  ele6lion  itfelf  va- 
cated, I  dare  fay  he  would  be  well  fatisfied, 

if 
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if  they  were  for  ever  blotted  out  of  the  jour- 
nals of  the  houfe  of  commons.  In  fair  ar- 
gument, no  part  of  a  precedent  fliould  be  ad- 
mitted, unlefs  the  whole  of  it  be  given  to  us 
together.  The  aiuthor  has  divided  his  pre- 
cedent, for  he  knew,  that,  taken  together,  it 
produced  a  confequence  dire6i:ly  -  the  reverfe 
of  that,  which  he  endeavours  to  draw  from  a 
vote  of  expulfion.  But  what  will  this  honeft 
perfon  fay,  if  I  take  him  at  his  word,  and  de- 
monftrate  to  him,  that  the  houfe  of  commons 
never  meant  to  found  Mr.  Walpole's  incapa- 
city upon  his  expulfion  only  ?  What  fubter- 
fuge  will  then  remain  ? 

.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  we  are  fpeaJc- 
ing  of  the  intention  of  men,  who  lived  more 
than  half  a  century  ago,  and  that  fuch  in- 
tention can  only  be  colle6led  from  their  words 
and  adlions,  as  they  are  delivered  to  us  upon 
record.  To  prove  their  defigns  by  a  fuppo- 
fition  of  what  they  would  have  done,  oppofed 
to  what  they  adlually  did,  is  niere  trifling  and 
impertinence.  The  vote,  by  which  A4r.  Wal- 
pole's incapacity  was  declared,  is  thus  ex- 
prelTed,  "  That  Robert  Walpole,  Efq;  hav- 
"  ing  been  this  feffion  of  parliament  com- 
"  mitted  a  prifoner  to  the  Tower,  and  ex- 
**  pellcd  this  houfe  for  a  breach  of  truft  in  the 
"  execution  of  his  office,  and  notorious  cor- 
**  ruption  when  fecretary  at  war,  was  and  is 

"  in- 
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"  incapable  of  being  ele£ted  a  member  to  ferve 
"  in  this  prefent  parliament  *.''  Now,  Sir, 
to  my  underftanding,  no  proportion  of  this 
kind  can  be  more  evident,  than  that  the  houfe 
of  commons,  by  this  very  vote,  themfelves 
underftood,  and  meant  to  declare,  that  Mr. 
Walpole's  incapacity  arofe  from  the  crimes 
he  had  committed,  not  from  the  punifhment 
the  houfe  annexed  to  them.  The  high  breach 
©f  trufl-,  the  notorious  corruption  are  ftated 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms.  They  do  not  tell  us 
that  he  was  incapable  becaufe  he  was  expelled, 
but  becaufe  he  had  been  guilty  of  fuch  offences 
as  juftly  rendered  him  unworthy  of  a  feat  in 
parliament.  If  they  had  intended  to  fix  the 
difability  upon  his  expulfion  alone,  the  men- 
tion of  his  crimes  in  the  fame  vote  would 
have  been  highly  improper.  It  could  only 
perplex  the  minds  of  the  electors,  who,  if 
they  collected  any  thing  from  fo  confufed  a 

«  A  mlnifterlal  advocate  has  quoted  this  refolution  un- 
fairly, and  altered  it  to  {eive  his  purpofe.  Mr.  Dylbn, 
the  compiler  of  that  tedious  quarto,  entitled,  The  cafe  of 
the  lafi  eleSlmi  for  the  county  of  Middlefex  confidered^ 
has  the  affurance  to  recite  this  very  vote,  in  the  following 
terms,  "  Refohied^  that  Robert  Wolpole,  Efq-y  halving 
^^  been  that  fejfion  of  parliament  expelled  the  houfe  ^  ivas 
*'  and  is  incapable  of  being  eleSled  a  member  to  fer-ve  in 
**  the  prefent  parliament.''''  There  cannot  be  a  ftronger 
pofitive  proof  of  the  treachery  of  the  compiler,  nor  a 
ftrongerprefumptive  proof  that  he  was  convinced  that  the 
vote,  if  truly  recited,would  ovevturn  his  whole  argument. 

de- 
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declaration   of  the   law  of  parliament,   mufl' 
have   concluded  that  their  reprefcntative  had 
been,  declared  incapable  becaufe  he  was  highly 
guilty,   not   becaufe   he   had    been    punifhed. 
But  even  admitting  them  to  have  underftood 
it  in  the  other  fenfe,  they  muft  then,  from  tke 
very  terms  of  the  vote,  have  united   the  idea 
of  his  being  fent  to  the  Tower  with  that  of- 
his  expulfion,  and  confidered  his  incapacity  as- 
the  joint  efFedl  of  both  *. 

I  DO  not  mean  to  give  an  opinion  upon  the 
juftice  of  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  with  regard  to  Mr.  Walpole ;  but 
certainly,  if  I  admitted  their  cenfure  to  be  well 
founded,  I  could  no  way  avoid  agreeing  with 
them  in  the  confequence  they  drew  from  it. 
I  could  never  have  a  doubtj.  in  law  or  reafon, , 
that  a  man,  conviiSied  of  a  high  breach  of 
truft,  and  of  a  notorious  corruption,  in  the 
execution  of  a  public  office,  was  and  ought  to 
be  incapable  of  fitting  in  the  fame  parliament. 
Far  from  attempting  to  invalidate  that  vote, 
I  fhould  have  vviflied  that  the  incapacity  de- 
clared by  it.  could  legally  have  been  continued 
for  evcTs. 

Now  Sir,  obferve  how  forcibly  the  argu- 
ment returns.     The  houfe  of  commons,  upon 

*  See  this  matter  farther  elucidated  in  the  letter  figned 
Philo  Junius,  which  immediately  follows  this... 
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the  face  of  their  proceedings,  had  the  flrong- 
eft  motives  to  declare  A'lr.  WalpoiC  incapable 
of  being  re-elected.  They  thought  fuch  a 
man  unworthy  to  Tit  among  them  : — To  that, 
point  they  proceeded  no  farther;  for  they 
refpeCted  the  rights  of  the  people,  while  they 
aflerted  their  own.  They  did  not  infer,  from 
Mr.  Walpole's  incapacity,  that  his  opponent, 
was  duly  eledled  ;  on  the  contrary  they  de- 
clared Mr.  Taylor  «  Not  duly  eleded,"  and 
the  eledtion  itfelf  void. 

SiythH,  however,  is  the  precedent,  which 
my  honeft  friend  aflures  us  is  ftriCtly  in  point 
to  prove,  that  expulfion  of  itfelf  creates  an 
incapacity  of  being  elecSled.  If  it  had  been 
fo,  the  prefent  houfe  of  commons  fhould  at 
leaft  have  followed  flridly  the  example  before 
them,  and  fhould  have  ftated  to  us,  in  the 
fame  vote,  the  crimes  for  'which  they  ex- 
pelled Mr.  Wilkes  ;  whereas  they  refolve 
fimply,  that,  "  having  been  expelled,  he 
^^  was  and  is  incapable."  In  this  proceeding 
I  am  authorifed  to  affirm,  they  have  nei- 
ther flatute,  nor  cuftom,  nor  reafon,  nor  one 
fuigle  precedent  to  fupport  them.  On  the 
other  fide,  there  is  indeed  a  precedent  fo 
flrongly  in  point,  that  all  the  inchanted 
caftles  of  minifterial  magic  fall  before  it.  In 
the  year  1698,  (a  period  which  the  rankell 
Tory  dare  not  except  againft)  Mr.  Wollaf- 

ton 
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ton  was  expelled,  rQ-ehSiQd,  and  admitted 
to  take  his  feat  in  the  fame  parliament.  The 
miniftry  have  precluded  themfclves  from  all 
objections  drawn  from  the  caufe  of  his  ex- 
pulnon,  for  they  affirm  abfolutely,  that  ex- 
pulfion  of  itfelf  creates  the  difability.  Now, 
Sir,  let  fophiftry  evade,  let  falfehood  aflert, 
and  impudence  deny — here  ftands  the  pre- 
cedent, a  land-mark  to  direct  us  through  a 
troubled  fea  of  controverfy,  confpicuous  and 
unreraoved. 

I  HfAVE  dwelt  the  loiiger  upon  the  dflcuf- 
fion  of  this  point,  becaufe,  in  my  opinion, 
it  comprehends  the  whole  queftion.  I'he 
reft  is  unworthy  of  notice.  We  are  enquir- 
ing whether  incapacity  be  or  not  be  created 
by  expulfion.  In  the  cafes  of  Bedford  and 
Maiden,  the  incapacity  of  the  perfons  return- 
ed was  matter  of  public  notoriety,  for  it  was 
created  by  a6t  of  parliament.  But,  really. 
Sir,  my  honeft  friend's  fuppofitions  are  as 
unfavourable  to  him  as  his  fa£ts.  He  well 
knows  that  the  clergy,  befides  that  they  are 
reprefented  in  common  with  their  fellow- 
fubjeits,  have  alfo   a   feparate    parliament   of 

their  own  : that  their  incapacity  to  fit  in 

the  houfe  of  commons  has  been  confirmed  by 
repeated  decifions  of  the  houfe,  and  that  the 
law  of  parliament,  declared  by  thofe  decifi- 
ons, has  been  for  above  two  centuries  noto- 
rious 
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rious  and  undifputed.  The  author  is  cer- 
tainly at  liberty  to  fancy  cafes,  and  make 
whatever  comparifons  he  thinks  proper  ;  his 
fuppofitions  ftill  continue  as'  diftant  from 
fa61:,  as  his  wild  difcourfes  are  from  folid  ar- 
gument. 

The  conclufion  of  his  book  is  candid  to 
extreme.  He  offers  to  grant  me  all  I  defire. 
He  thinks  he  may  fafely  admit  that  the  cafe 
of  Mr.  Walpole  makes  diredly  againft  him, 
for  it  feems  he  has  one  grand  folution  in  petto 
for  all  difficulties.  If^  fays  he,  /  were  to  allow 
all  thir.^  it  will  only  prove^  that  the  law  cf  elec- 
tion was  different  in  ^een  Anne* $  time^  from 
what  it  is  at  prefent. 

This  indeed  is  more  than  I  expe6ted.  The 
principle,  1  know,  has  been  maintained  in 
fa<£l:,  but  I  never  expeded  to  fee  it  fo  formally 
declared.  What  can  he  mean  ?  Does  he  af- 
fume  this  language  to  fatisfy  the  doubts  of 
the  people,  or  does  he  mean  to  roufe  their  in- 
dignation ;  are  the  miniftry  daring  enough 
to  aiErm,  that  the  houfe  of  commons  have  a 
right  to  make  and  unmake  the  law  of  par- 
liament at  their  pleafure  ? — ^Does  the  law 
of  parliament,  which  v/e  are  fo  often  told  is 
the  law  of  the  land  j — does  the  common 
right  of  every  fubje61:  of  the  realm  depend 
upon   an   arbitrary    capricious    vote    of   one 

branch 
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branch    of  the    legiflature? — The    voice    x>f 
truth  and  realbn  muft  be  filent. 

The  muiiftry  tell  us  plainly  that  this  is  no 
longer  a  queflion  of  right,  but  of  power  and 
force  alone.  What  was  law  yellerday  is  not 
law  to-day  :  and  now  it  feems  we  have  no 
better  rule  to  live  by  than  the  temporary  dif- 
cretion  and  fluctuating  integrity  of  the  houfe 
of  commons. 

Professions  of  patriotifm  are  become 
ftale  and  ridiculous.  For  my  own  part,  I 
claim  no  merit  from  endeavouring  to  do  a 
fervice  to  my  fellow-fubjedts.  I  have  done 
it  to  the  bed  of  my  underftanding ;  and, 
without  looking  for  the  approbation  of  other 
men,  my  confcience  Is  fatisfied.  What  re- 
mains to  be  done  concerns  the  collecStive  bo- 
dy of  the  people.  They  are  now  to  deter- 
mine for  themfelves,  whether  they  will  firm- 
ly and  conftitutionally  aflert  their  rights  ;  or 
make  an  humble,  flaviih,  furrender  of  them  at 
the  feet  of  the  miniftry.  To  a  generous  mind 
there  cannot  be  a  doubt.  W^e  owe  it  to  our 
anceftors  to  preferve  entire  thefe  rights, 
which  they  have  delivered  to  our  care  :  we 
owe  it  to  our  pofterity,  not  to  fufFer  their 
deareft  inheritance  to  be  deftroyed.  But  if  it 
were  poffible  for  us  to  be  infenfible  of  thefe 
facred  claims,  there  is  yet  an  obligation  bind- 
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ing  upon  ourfelvef,  from  which  nothing  can 
acquit  us, — a  perfonal  interefl,  which  we 
cannot  furrender.  To  alienate  even  our  own 
rights,  would  be  a  crime  as  much  more  enor- 
mous than  fuicide,  as  a  life  of  civil  fecurity 
and  freedom  is  fuperior  to  a  bare  exiflence  ; 
and  if  life  be  the  bounty  of  heaven,  v;e  fcorn- 
fully  reje6l  the  nobleft  part  of  the  gift,  if  we 
confent  to  furrender  that  certain  rule  of  liv- 
ing, without  which  the  condition  of  human 
nature  is  not   only  miferabie,  but  contemp- 


tible. 
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LETTER    XXXI. 

TO    THE     PRINTER     OF      THE      PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER. 

SIR,  22  May^  1/71. 

VERY  early  in  the  debate  upon  the  de- 
cifion  of  the  Middlefex  ele6lion,  it 
was  obfervcd  by  Junius,  that  the  lioufe  of 
commons  had  not  only  exceeded  their  boaft- 
ed  precedent  of  the  expulfion  and  fubfequent 
incapacitation  of  Mr.  Walpole,  but  that  they 
had  not  even  adhered  to  it  llri(5tly  as  far  as  it 
went.  After  convidling  Mr.  Dyfon  of  giv- 
ing a  falfc  quotation  fiom  the  Journals,  and 

having 
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having  explained  the  parpofe,  which  that 
contemptible  fraud  was  intended  to  anfvvcr, 
he  proceeds  to  ftate  the  vote  itfelf,  by  which 
Mr.  Walpole's  fuppofed  incapacity  was  de- 
clared, viz. — "  RcfoJved,  That  Robert  Wal- 
"  pole,  Efq;  having  been  this  feflion  of  par- 
''  liament  committed  a  prifoner  to  the 
"  Tower,  and  expelled  this  houfe  for  a  high 
''  breach  of  truft  in  the  execution  of  his  of- 
"  fice,  and  notorious  corruption  when  fecre- 
"  tary  at  war,  was  and  is  incapable  of  being 
"  elected   a  member  to.  ferve  in   this  prefent 

"  parliament :" and    then   obferves   that, 

from  the  terms  of  the  vote,  we  have  no 
right  to  annex  the  incapacitation  to  the  expul- 
fion  only,  for  that,  as  the  propofition  fcands, 
it  muft  arife  equally  from  the  expulfion  and 
the  commitment  to  the  Tower.  I  belisve, 
Sir,  no  man,  who  knows  any  thing  of  dia- 
le6lics,  or  who  understands  Englifh,  will  dif- 
pute  the  truth  and  fairnefs  of  this  conflruc- 
tion.  But  Junius  has  a  great  authority  to 
fupport  him,  which,  to  fpeak  with  the  Duke 
of  Grafton,  I  accidentally  met  with  this 
morning  in  the  courfe  of  my  reading.  It 
contains  an  admonition,  which  cannot  be 
repeated  too  often.  Lord  Sommers,  in  his 
excellent  tra6l  upon  the  rights  of  the  people, 
after  reciting  the  votes  of  the  convention  of 
the  28th  of  January  1689,  viz. — "  that  King 
"  James  the  fecond,  having  endeavoured  to 

«  fub- 
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''  fubvert  the  conftitution  of  this  kingdom 
*'  by  breaking  the  original  c®ntra6t  between 
"  King  and  people,  and  by  the  advice  of 
"  jefuits  and  other  wicked  pcrfons  having 
''  violated  the  fundamental  lavvs,  and  having 
'^  .withdrawn    himfelf   out  of  this   kingdom, 

"  hath  abdicated  the  government,  &c." -^ 

makes  this  obfcrvation  upon  it.  "  The 
"  word  abdicated  relates  to  all  the  claufes 
«  aforegoing,  as  well  as  to  his  deferring  the 
"  kingdom,  or  elfe  they  would  have  been 
<'  wholly  in  vain.*'  And  that  there  might 
be  no  pretence  for  confining  the  abdication 
merely  to  the  withdrawing,  •  Lord  Sommers 
farther  obferves,  fht^t  King  Jamcs^  by  refufing 
to  'govern  us  according  to  that  law^  by-  tvhicb  he 
held  the  crowny  implicit^  renounced  his  title  to 
it. 


If  Junius's  cohfl:ru6!ion  of  the  Vote  agatnft 
^  Mr.  Walpole   be  now  admitted,  (and  indeed 
'  I  cannot  comprehend  how  it  Can  honeftly  be 
difputed )  the  advocate's  of  ^the  hdiiife  6f  com- 
'  mons  mii ft'  either  give  up  their  precedent  en- 
tirely, or  be  reduced  to  the  necefTity  of  main- 
taining one  of  the    grofleft   abfurdities  im.a- 
ginable,  viz.     "  That  a  commitment  to  the 
■'*  Tov/fef  i<;' a  c<3nftituent  part  of,  and  contri- 
'  "  butes  half  at  Haft  to  the  mcapacitatidh  ^df 
^ " '  the  perfon  who'fuffSrs^i^i^' '    '  '•> 

■     VoL.t.  '^^^^^-^^^  I^Ej^I, 
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I   NEED  not  make  yoa  any  exciife  for  en- 
deavoaring  to  keep  alive  the  attention  of  the 
public  to  the  decifion  cf  the  Middlefex  elec- 
tion.    The  more  I  confider  it,    the   more  I 
am    convinced  that,  as  a   facSV,    it  is    indeed 
highly  injurious  to  the   rights  of  the  people ; 
but  that,  as  a  precedent,   it  is  one  of  the  moft 
dangerous   that  ever    was    eftablifhed    ao'ainii: 
tjiofe  who  are  to  come  after  us.     Yet  I  am  fo 
far  a  moderate   man,- that  I  verily  , believe  t;he 
majority   of   the    houfe    of  commons,    wlien 
they  palled   this   dangerous   vote,   neither  un- 
derflood  the    qucftion,   nor   knew  the    confe- 
cjuence    of  what    they    were    doing. .  -Their 
motives  were    rather  defpicable,   th^in   crimi- 
nal, in  the  extreme.       One   ei^'ecl  .they  cer- 
tainly did  not  forefee.     They  are  now  reduc- 
ed to  fuch  a  fituation,  that  if  a  member  of 
the   prefent  houfe  of  commons  were  to  con- 
duit himfclf  ever,fo  improperly,  and  in  reality 
deferve  to^  be  fent  back   to   his   Qonftituents 
with  a  mark  of  difgrace^  ,they  would  notdare 
to  expel   him  j    becaufe  they  Jcnow   th^t   the 
people,  in  order  to  try  agaiji'the  great  cjuef- 
tion  of  right,  or  to  thwart  an  pdious  houfe  of 
commons,   would    probably  overlook  his  im- 
mediate  unworthinefe,    and  retut^^  the,  ikme 
perfon    to    parliament,r-^3ut^  J  i; ;  time,-  { •  the 
precedent  will  gain  flrength,     .A  future. houfe 
of  commons  will  have  no^  fuch,  appr,elxenfipog^ 
Confequently  will  not  fcruple  to  follow  a  pre- 
cedent, 
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fcedent,  which  they  did  not  eftablifh.  Tha 
Mifer  himfelf  feldom  lives  to  enjoy  the  fruit 
of  his  extortion ;  but  his  heir  fucceeds  him 
of  courfe,  and  takes  pofTeifion  w-ithout  cen- 
fure.  No  man  experts  him  to  make  reftitu- 
tion,  and,  no  matter  for  his  title,  he  lives 
quietly  upon  the  eflate. 

PHILO   JUNIUS. 


LETTER    XXXIII. 

TO     THE     PRINTER     OF     THE      PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER. 

SIR,  22  Jl^gJ^/?y    1769. 

I  MUST  beg  of  you  to  print  a  few  lines, 
in  explanation  of  fome  pafTages  in  my 
laft  letter,  which  I  fee  have  been  mifunder- 
ftood. 

I.  When  I  {aid,  that  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons never  meant  to  found  Mr.  Walpolc*s 
incapacity  on  this  expulfion  only,  I  meant  no 
more  than  to  deny  the  general  proportion, 
that  expulfion  alone  creates  the  incapacity. 
If  there  be  any  thing  ambiguous  in  the  ex- 
preflion,  I  beg  leave  to  explain  it  by  faying, 
that,  in  my  opinion,  expulfion  neither  cre- 
I  2  atef, 
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ates,  nor  in  any  part  contributes  to  create  the 
incapacity  in  queftion. 

2.  I  CAREFULLY  avoided  entering  into 
the  merits  of  Mr.  Walpole's  cafe.  I  did  not 
enquire,  whether  the  houfe  of  commons  afted 
juftly,  or  whether  they  truly  declared  the  law 
of  parliament.  My  remarks  went  only  to 
their  apparent  meaning  and  intention,  as  it 
fiands  declared  in  their  own  refolution. 

3.  I  NEVER  meant  to  affirm,  that  a  com- 
mitment to  the  Tower  created  a  difqualifica- 
tion.  On  the  contrary,  I  confidcTed  that 
idea  as  an  abfurdity,  into  which  the  miniflry 
mull:  inevitably  fall,  if  they  reafoned  right 
upon  their  own  principles. 

The  cafe  of  Mr.  Wollaflon  {peaks  for 
itfclf.  The  miniftry  alTert  that  expulfion  alone 
creates  an  abfoliitc,  complete  incapacity  to  be 
re-ele<^ed  to  fit  in  the  fame  parliament.  This 
proportion  they  have  uniformly  maintained, 
without  any  condition  or  modification  what- 
foever.  Mr.  Wollafton  was  expelled,  re- 
ielefled,  and  admitted  to  take  his  feat  in  the 
fame  parliament.— I  leave  it  to  the  public  to 
determine,  whether  this  be  a  plain  matter  of 
fa6t,  or  mere  nonfenfe  or  declamation. 

JUNIUS. 

LETTER 
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LETTER    XXXIV. 

ro     THE     PRINTER     OF     THE     PUBLIC     AD- 
VERTISER. 

4  Sept,  1769. 

Argument  agalnft  Fa  c  t  ;  or,  A  new 
fyftem  of  political  Logic,,  by  which  the 
minlftry  have  demonftrated,  to  the  fatif-' 
faction  of  their  friends,  that  expulfion 
alone  creates  a  complete  incapacity  to  be 
re-ele6ted  :  alra^y  that  a  fubje^l:  of  this  realm 
may  be  robbed  of  his  common  right,  by  a 
vote  of  the  houfe  of  ccmmons. 

First     Fact. 
7t/f^'  JVoUaftdfiy  in  1698,  vjds  expelled^  rc- 
^        eU^ed^  and  admitted  to  tak^  his  feat. 

Argument* 
As  this  cannot  conveniently  be  recon- 
ciled with  our  general  propofrtioii,  it  may  be 
necelTary  to ihift  our  ground,  aivd  look  back 
to  the  caitfe  of  Mr.  Wollafton's  expulficn. 
From  thence  it  will  appear  clearlv  that,  "  al- 
"  though  he  was  expelled,  he  had  not  ren- 
"  dered  himfelf  a  culprit  too  ignominious  to 
"  lit  in  parliament,  and  that  having  refigned 
I  3  «  his 
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"  his  employment,  he  was  no  longer  inca^ 
"  pacitated  b;^  law."  Fide  Serious  Con/jdera- 
tions^  page  2-3.  Or  thus,  «  The  houfe, 
"  fomewhat  inaccurat:€lyj,\x{Qd  the  word  EX- 
**  PELLED  J  they  {hould  have  called  it  a.mo- 
"  TIQN.'*  Vide  Mungo's  cafe  confidered^  pags 
II.  Or  in-fhQrt,  if  thefe  arguments  fhould 
be  thought  infufficient,  we  may  fairly  deny 
the  is.^.  For  example  ;  "  I  affirm  that  he 
**  was  not  re-eIe(Sled.  The  fame  Mr,  Wol- 
*'  laftonj .  who  was  expelled,  was  not  again 
*^  ele6^ed.  The  fame  individual,  if  you 
*^  pleafe,  walked  into  the  houfe,  and  took  his 
"  feat  there,  but  the  fame  perfon  in  law  was 
"  not  admitted  a  member  of  that  parliament, . 
"  from  which  he  had  been  difearded."  Vidi 
Letter  to  yunius^  page  12. 

S  E  c  o  N  D     Fa  c  t. 

lidr,  Walpole  having  been  committed  t9  the 
^owery  and  expelled  for  a  high  breach  of  truji 
and  notorious  corruption  in  a  public  offce^  was 
declared  incapabky  i5fc, 

A  R  G  U  M  E  NT. 

From  the  terms  of  this  vote,  nothing  can . 
be  more  evident  than  that  the  houfe  of  com-, 
mons  meant  to  fix  the  incapacity  upon  the 
punifhment,  and  not  upon  the  crime ;  but 
left  it  fhould  appear  in  a  different  light  to 
weak,  uninformed  perfonSj  it  may.be.  advife-. 
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able  to  gut  the  refolution,  and  give  It  to  the 
public,  with  all  poiTible  iblemnity^  in  the 
following  terms,  viz.  «  Relblved, ,  that  Ro- 
"  bert  Walpole,  Efqj  having  been  that  k{- 
"  fion  of  parliament  expelled  the  hoiife,  was 
"  and  is  incapable  of  being  eleAed  member 
"  to  ferve  in  that  prefent  parliament."  Fide 
Mango  on  the  ufe  of  quotations^  :page  II. 

N.  B.  The  author  of  the  anfwer  to  Sir 
William  Meredith  feems  to  have  made  ufe  of 
Mungo's  quotation,  for  in  page  18,  he  allures 
u«,  "That  the  declaratory  vote  of  the  17th 
"  of  February^  ^1^9-^  was  indeed  a  literal 
^  copy  of  the  refolution  of  the  lioufe  in  Mr. 
"  Walpole's  cafe.'^ 

Third  Fact. 

His  opponent^  Mr,  Taylor^  having  thefmaU- 
efi  number  of  votes  at  the  next  eleSfion^  was  de^ 
dared  not  duly  elected. 

Argument. 
This  fa£l  we  confider  as  direflly  in  point 
to  prove  that  Mr.  Luttrell  ought  to  be  the 
fitting  member,  for  the  following  reafons. 
"  The  burgefles  of  Lynn  could  draw  no 
"  other  inference  from,  this  refolution,  but 
"■  this,  that  at  a  future  eledtion,  and  in  cafe 
"  of  a  fimilar  return,  the  houfe  would  re- 
''^  ceive-the  fame;  candidate  as  duly  elected, 
1-4  "  whona 
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"  whom  tliey  had,  berqre.fcje(9:ed.'*  Vkde  .f,of^^^, 
jh'ipt  to  yimius^  p.  37*!:'iQr   thus:    «  TfhiS; 
''  their   re folutioii  leaves,  no  room  to  <]oubt, 
"  what  part  they  would  have  taken,  if,  upon 
*'  a  fubfequent  re-ele<3:ion  of  Mr.   Walpole, 
"  there  had  been  any  other  candidate  in  com- 
*\petition,  with   him.       For,   by  their,  vote, 
"  they  could  have  no  other  intention  than  to 
"  admit  fuch  other  candidate."     Vide  Mun- 
go's  cafe  confidered^  p.  39.     Or  take  it  in  this 
light. — The   burgefies    of    Lynn  having,   in 
defiance    of  the   houfe,    retorted    upon   themi, 
a  perfon,  whom  they  had  branded  witJilhe. 
moft  ignominious  marks  of  their  difpleafiire,' 
were   thereby  fo  well  intitled  to  favour  and^' 
indulgence,  that  the  houfe  could  doi  Jio.  lefs 
than  rob  Mr.  Taylor  of  a  right  legally  vefled 
in  him,  in  order  that  tlie  burgefTes  might  be 
appr-ifed  of    the   law   of   parliament;    .wMch 
la.w,, the  houfe  took  a,vej-y  direct  way  of  exr  . 
plaining  to  them,  .by  refolying  that  the  Caij-. , 
didate   with    the   feweft  votes  was   not  duly 
elected: — "  And    was   not   this   much   more 
".  equitable,   more  in  the  fpirit  of  that  equal 
"  and  fubftaiitial  juftice,  which  is  the.  end  o£, 
"  all  lav/,  than  if  they  had  violently  adhered 
".to  the  ftricSt  mapci^s  of  law  r"    VideSeriouS' 
Confideration^s^  j^.    3,3  'and  34.     "  And-if  the 
".prcfent  houfe?   of  commons   had  chofen   to- 
"Jbllow  the   fpirit  of    this   refolution, ;  they 
'^  'would  have  received  •  ai^d  ■  pftabUfhed. ,  tbe^ 
4.  I  "can- 
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«  candidate  with  the  feweft  votes.**    Fuk  An- 
fwer  to  Sir  William  Meredith^  p.  i8. 

Permit  me  naw,  Sfr*,  to  fliew  you  that 
the  worthy  Dr.  Blackftone  fometimes  con- 
tradidts  the  miniflry  as  well  as  himfelf.  The 
Speech  without  doors  aflerts,  page  9,  "  that 
"  the  legal  efFeil  of  an  incnpacity,  founded 
"  on  a  judicial  determination  of  a  complete 
"  court,  is  precifely  the  fame  as  that  of  an 
*'  incapacity  created  by  a6l  of  parliament.'* 
Now  for  the  Do6):or — The  laiu  ajid  the  opl-^ 
?iio.u  of  the  judge  are  ?iot  always  convertible  terms^ 
or  one  and  the  fame  thing  ;  ftnce  it  fo?neti?nes  juay. 
happen  that  the  judge  may  mijlake  the  law* 
Commentaries,  Vol.  I.  p.  71. 

The  anfwer  to  Sir  William  Meredith  af- 
ferts,  page  23,  "  That  the  returning  of- 
"  ficer  is  not  a  judicial,  but  a  purely  mi- 
"  nifterial  officer.  His  return  is  no  judicial 
"  act.*' — At  *em  again  Doctor.  The  Sheriffs 
in  his  judicial  capacity^  is  to  hear  and  deterynine 
cavfes  of  j\.o  fiillings  value  and  under  in  his 
county  court.  He  has  alfo  a  judicial  paver  in  di- 
vers other  civil  cafes.  He  is  Ukewife  to  decide  the 
ehuf ions  of  knights  of  the  Jhire  (fubje^t  to  the 
control  of  the  houfe  of  commons)^  to  judge  of 
the  qualification  of  vcterSy  and  toreturnfuch  as. 
/^^y7j/j// DETERMINE  to  be  duly  ele^id*  Vide 
Commentaries,,  page  33?..  Vol.  I,  ,.'  •  j 
I  5  Whax- 
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What  conclufion  fhall  we  draw  from 
fuch  fa(Sts,  and  fuch  arguments,  fuch  contra- 
di£lions  ?  I  cannot  exprefs  my  opinion  of  the 
prefent  miniftfy  more  exadlly  than  in  the 
words  of  Sir  Richard  Steele,  ''  that  we  are 
"  governed  by  a  fet  of  drivellers^  whofe  folly 
"  takes  away  all  dignity  from  dijlrefs^  and  makes 
**  even  calainity  ridiculous," 

PHILO  JUNIUS. 


The  following  curious  letter  is  omitted  In 
the  author's  own  edition.  The  double 
entendre  though  very  delicately  carried  for- 
ward, was  perhaps  thought  an  improper 
fubje£l  to  be  clafTed  with  grave  political 
matter. 


LET  T  E  R    XXXV. 

TO     THE     PRINTER     OF     THE     PUBLIC    AD« 
VERTISER. 

SIR, 

I  FIND  myfelf  unexpectedly  married  in 
the  newfpapers,  without  my  know- 
ledge or  confent.  Since  I  am  fated  to  be  a 
hufband,  I  hope  at  Icafl  the  lady  will  perform 
the  principal  duty  of  a  wife.     Marriages,  they 
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f:iy,  are  made  In  heaven,  but  they  are  con- 
fummated  upon  earth  ;  and  fmce  Junia*  has 
adopted  my  name,  fhe  cannot,  in  common 
matrimonial  decency,  refufe  to  make  me  a 
tender  of  her  perfon.  Politics  are  too  bar- 
ren a  iubje(Sl:  for  a  new-married  couple.  I 
fhAtild  be  glad.to  furnifh  her  with  one- more 
fit  for  a  lady  to  handle,  and  better  fuited  to 
the  natural  dexterity  of  her  fex.  In  Ihort,  if 
Juaia  br  yoiing  and  handfome,  (he  will  have 
no  reafon  to  complain  of  m.y  method  of  con  - 
du(Sluig  an  argument.  I  abominate  all.  ter- 
giverfetion  in  dircourfe>  andjbe  fnay  beiaffured 
that  whatever  I  adi).a7ice^  whether  it  be  weak 
or  forcible^,  fnall^.  at  at  any  rate^  he  dire 51  ly  in 
po^int.  It  is,  truci  I  am  a  flrenuous  advocate 
for  liberty**  and  property,  but  when  thefe 
rights  are  invaded  by  a  pretty  woman,  J  am. 
neither,  able.  to.  defend  my  ,  money  nor  my 
freedom.  .  The  divine  right  .of  beauty  is  the 
only  .one  an  Englifhriian  ought  to  acknow- 
ledge, and  a  pretty  woman  the  only  tyrant 
he  is  not  authorifed  to  reM.  . 

JU^NTUS. 

*  The  fignaturc  of  a  letter  in  the  papers. 
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LETTER     XXXVL 

TO  WIS    GRACE  isriHE    DCK-E    pF.. BEDFORD^  > 

M  Y    L  6  :R  D,  19  S^pi^  ijt^r 

I      I'  ::;..!i   •i'lJ'iv   i;..;.    ,  Jl-;,.;  .    •   '       .,;;(   ;.     '.■',[    i;t 

YQUflire  fo^ittle  aocijflcaiiedi  t!o  receivel: 
any  marks  f of' ' tdpd^t  or.  ^fteenii  fr<DK» 
tl\e  pub-lie,  that,  -if  in  the  following'  lines, 
a  comipliment  or  expreflion  of  applaufe 
i>iould  efcape  m«>I'fe?r:.you-  would  confider 
it  as  a  mockery  of  :yo«r  eftabliflied  chara£ier,. 
aiad  jx^rhaps  aa  infiilt  -to  your  underftanding.> 
Yoa  ha^fe  nice  feelings,  my  Lord,  if  ive  ina^ 
judge  fpcffli  your  refentments.  Cautious  t'Wers-' 
fore  of  giving  offence,  where  you  have  fo  little 
deferved  it,  I  fhall  leave  the  illuflration  ofi 
your  virtues  to  other  hands.  Your  friendsi 
have  -a  privilege  to  play  upon  the  eaiinefs-of 
your  temper,  or  pofTibly  they  are  better  ac- 
quainted with  your  good  qualities  than  I  am^. 
You  have  done  good  by  ftealth.  The  reft  is 
upon  record.  You  have  ftill  left  ample  room 
for  fpQCulation,  when  panegyric  is  exhaufted. 

You  are  indeed  a  very  confiderable  man. 
The  higheft  rank ; — a  fplendid  fortune ; 
and  a  name  glorious  till  it  was  yours,  were 
fuificient,  to>a;ve  fupporti^  you  with  meaner 

abilities 
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abilities  than  I  think  you  poflefs.     From  the . 
firfl,  you  derive  a  conftitutional  claim  to  re- 
fpe6l ;    from  the  fecgndy  jl  natural   extenfive 
authority; — the  laft  created  a  partial  expec- 
tation  of  hereditary   virtues.     The   ufe   you 
have   made  "of   thefe  uncommon   advantages 
might. have  been  more  honourable  to  yourfelf^ 
but  could  not  be   more   inflrudlive  to  man-j. 
kind.     We  may  trace  it  in  the  veneration  of' 
your  country,  the  choice  of  your  friends,  and 
in    the    accomplifliment    of  every    fan^uine 
hope,  which  the  public  might  have  conceived 
from  the  illiuftrious  name  of  RufTel. 

■^H^  eminence  of  your  ftationgave  you  a 
commanding  profpc.6t  of  your  duty..  .  The 
roafj,  ,,,vyhich^  led  to  honour,  v/zs  open  , to 
ypur  jvie,w^  ^i^c^ij^,  c(^i|ld  pqt  lofe  it  ^j  mif-, 
take,  and"  you  had  no  temptation  to  depart 
from  it  byj  defign.  -Compare  ^the  natural  dig- 
nit^^a^d  importance  of  ,the, ,  yeheft,  peer  of 
England  ; — the  noble  independence,  yv^hicli 
l;ie  might, -have  maintained  in' parliament,  and 
the  real  intereft  and  refpetSl,  vi'hich  he  might 
have,  acquired,  not  only  "in  parliament,  but 
through  the;  v^^tiole  kingdom ;  compare  thefe' 
glorious  diftlnjClionSf ,  .with  ,t|ie  ambition  ^  of 
holding  a  fliare  in  government,  the  emolu- 
ments of  a  place,  the  fale  of  a  borough,  or 
the  purchafe  of  a'  corporation  ;  and  though 
ypu  may  not  regret  the  virtues,  which  create 
M   ,  rcfpctSlj 
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r6^^y  you-'^h^y  fee  with-  an^ulfli,  4iow 
much  real'  importance  and  authority  you  have- 
loft.  Confider  the  characSler  of  an  indepen-^ 
dent  .  virtuous  \  Duke  of  Bedford  ;  imagine 
what  he  might  be  in  this  country,  then  re- 
flect one  moment  upon  v?hat  you  are.  If  it 
be  poffible  for  me  to  withdraw  my^  attention 
from  the  faft,  I  will  tell  you  in  theory  what 
fuch  a  man  might  be. 

Conscious  of  his  own  weight  and  import- 
ance, his  conduit  in  parliament  would  be 
dire6l:ed  by  nothing  but  the  conftitutional 
duty  of  a  peer.  He  would  confider  himfelf 
as  a  guardian  of  the  laws.  Willing  to  fup- 
pbrt  the'  jiift  tneafui-es  of  government,  but 
determined  to  obferve  the  conduft  of  the  mi- 
nifter  with  fufpicion,  he  would  oppofe  the, 
violence  of  faiiiion  with  as  much  firmnefs,^ 
as  the  encroachments  of  prerogative.  He* 
would  be  as  little  capable  of  bargaining  with 
the  minifter  for  places  for  himfelf,  or  his  de- 
pendants, as  of  defcending  to  mix  himfelf  in 
the  intrigues  of  oppofuion.  Whenever  an 
important  queftion  called  for  his  opinion  in 
parliament,  he  would  be  heard,  by^  the  moft 
profligate  minifter,  with  deference  and  refpeft. 
His  authority  would  either  fanflrify  or  dif- 
grace  the  meafures  ef  government. — The 
people  would  look  up  to  him  as  to  their  pro- 
testor, and  a  virtuous  prince  would  have  one 

honeflr 
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honeft  man  In  his  dominions,  in  whofe  in- 
tegrity and  judgment  he  might  fafely  con- 
fide. If  it  ftiould  be  the  will  of  providence 
to  affli£t  him  with  a  domeftic  misfortune*,  he 
would  fubmit  to  the  ftroke,  with  feeling, 
but  not  without  dignity.  He  would  confider 
the  people  as  his  children,  and  receive  a  ge- 
nerous heart-felt  confolation,  in  the  fympa* 
ihifmg  tears,  and  bleflings  of  his  country. 

Your  Grace  may  probably  dlfcover  fome- 
thing  more  intelligible  in  the  negative  part  of 
this  illuftrious  chara6ler.  The  man*  I  have 
defcribed  would  never  proftitute  his  dignity 
in  parliament  by  an  indecent  violence  either 
in  oppofmg  or  defending  a  minifter.  He 
would  not  at  one  moment  rancoroufly  perfc- 

♦  The  Duke  had  lately  loft  his  only  fon,  Francia 
Marquis  of  Taviftock.  The  hoife  of  this  amiable  young 
nobleman  fell  under  him  in  leaping  a  low  hedge  as  he 
was  returning  from  a  fox  chafe,  and  in  ftruggling  to 
rife  trampled  on  the  Marquis'^s  head,  and  fra6lured  his 
flcull.  The  Marquis  died  of  the  wound,  March  szd, 
1767,  univei'fally  lamented.  He  was  in  the  28th  year 
of  his  age.  His  excellent  confort,  Elizabeth,  the 
daughter  of  William  Anne,  Earl  of  Albemarle,  and 
filler  to  the  prefent  Admiral  Keppel,  being  inconlblable 
for  her  lofs,  languiftied  about  a  year  and  an  half,  and 
died  Nov.  2d,  1768.  At  her  death,  fhe  was  alfo  in  the 
aSth  year  of  her  age.  The  Marquis  had  two  Tons  by 
this  lady  j  the  eldeft,  Francis,  now  Duke  of  Bedford, 
was  born  Aug.  11,  1765, 

cute 
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ciitfe,  ;at  ianpther  Jbafely  cringe  to  the  favourite 
of  his  Sovereign.  After  outraging  the  royal 
dignity  with,  peremptory  conditions,  little 
fhort  of  menace  and  hoftility,  he  would  ne- 
ver dcfccnd  to  the -humility  of  foliciting  an 
interview.  *  with  the  favourite,  and  of  offer- 
ing to  rccoypr,  at  any  prjce,  the  honour  of 
his  friendlhip.  Though  deceived  perhaps  in 
his  youth,  he  would,  not, ,  through  the  courier 
of  a  long  life,  have  invariably  chofen  his 
friends  from  among  ^he  moft  profligate  of 
mankind.  His  own  honour  would  have  for■^, 
hidden  him  from  mixing  his  private ,  pleafures- 
or  converfation  with  jockeys,  gameflers,, 
blafpheniers,  gladiators,  or  buffoons.  He 
would  then  have  never  felt,  much  lefs  would 
he  have  fubmitted  to  the  diflionefl  neceifity 
of  engaging  in  the  interefls  and  Intrigues  of 
his  dependents,  of  fupplying  their  vices,  or 
relieving  their  beggary,  at  the  expence  of  his 
country.  He  would  not  have  betrayed  fuch, 
ignorance,  or  fuch  contempt  of  the  confbitu- 
tion,  as  openly  to  avow,  in  a  court  of  juflice, 
the  f  purchafe  and  fale   of  a   borough.     He 

*  It  Is  faidtheDukefoIieited  this  intervlev<r.  The  par- 
ties met  at  the  late  Earl  of  Egli/igtouns,  Kut-Lord  Biitc 
declared  to  the  Duke,  that  he  would  never  have  anymore 
connexion  with  a  man  who  had  already  betrayed  him. 

f  His  Grace,  for  a  certain  fum,  had  promiicd' to  re- 
turn a  gentleman  to  parliament  for  one  of  his  Bo- 
roughs. A  fuit  was  brought  againil  him  for  the  reco- 
very of  the  money,  and  he  was.obligedtojepay  it.  - 

would 
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Would  not  have  thought  it  confiftent  with 
his  rank  in  the  ftate,  or  even  with  his  perfo- 
nal  importance,  to  be  the  little  tyrant  of  a 
little  corporation  f.  He  would  never  have 
been  infulted  with  virtues,  which  he  had  la- 
boured to  extinguifh,  nor  fufFered  the  dif- 
grace  of  a  mortifying  defeat,  which  has  made 
him  ridiculous  and  contemptible,  even  to  the 
few  by  whom  he  was  not  detefted. — I  reve- 
rence the  afflidlions  of  a  good  man, — his  for- 
rows  are  facred.  But  how  can  we  take  part  in 
the  diftrefles  of  a  man,  whom  we  can  neither 
love  i  nor  efteem ;  or  feel  for  a  calamity,  of 
which -hehimfelf  is  infenfible  ?  Where  was 
the  fi\ther's  heart,  when  he  could  look  for, 
or  find  an  immediate  confolation  for  the  lofs 
of  an  only  fon,  in  confultations  and  bargains 
for 'a  place  at  court,  and  even  in  the  mifery 
of  balloting  at  the  India  Houfe  ! 

Admitting  then  that  you  have  miftaken 
or  deferted  thofe  honourable  principles,  which 
ought  to  have  dire6led  your  condu61: ;  admit- 
ting that  you  have  as  little  claim  to  private 
affe£):ioQ  ^s  it^  public  efl^eem,  let  us  fee  with 

f -The  Corporation  of  Bedford  ent?i:talned  fucli  a 
diiiike  to  His  afTumed  patronage,  tliat  they  admitted  a 
Tiumb,eE.of /IrangcEs  to  the  freedom  of  that  town,  and 
totally  ftiook  off  his  Grace.  The  pyblic  cannot  have 
forgot  the  excuffions  of  numbers  of  people  from  Lon- 
don, in  order  to  be  made  free  of  that  corporation, 

v_  what 
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what  abilities,  with  what  degree  of  judgment' 
you  have  carried  your  own  i'yftem  into  execu- 
tion^     A  great  man,  in  the  fuccefs  and -even 
in  the  magnitude  of  his  crimes,  finds  a  ref- 
eue  from  contempt.     Your 'Grace  is    every 
w^y  unfortunate.     Yet  I  will  not  look  back- 
to  thofe  ndiculous  fcenes,-  by  which  in  your, 
earlier  days,  you  thought  it  an  honour  to  be 
diftinguifl:ied,*  ; — the.   recorded    ftripes,     the: 
public  infamy,   your  own- fufFerings,   or   Mr. 
Rigby's  fortitude.     Thefe  events  undoubted- 
ly left  an  impreflion,  though  not  upon  your 
rnind.     To  fuch  a  mirid,  it  may  pecliaps:  be  a 
pleafure  to  reflect,  that  there  is  hardly  a  cor- 
ner  of  any  of  his   Majefty's  kingdoms,  ex- 

«  Mr.  Humphreys,  an  Attorney,  attacked  his 
Grace  with  his  horfewhip  at  Litchfield  Races  with  great 
fevcrity.  He  was  refcued  by  the  vigour  and  intrepidity 
of  Mr.  Rigby.  This  was  a  dangerous  leivice,  for  Mr. 
Humphreys  was  ftrongly  fupported.  This  ginerous  In- 
terpofition  occafioned  the  after  clofe  conne6lion  be- 
tween his  Grace  and  Mr.  Rigby.  The  following  ftrcke 
of  Lord  Chefterfield  has  greatly  afrifted  to  keep  alive 
his  Grace's  Litchfield  adventure.  Sir  Edward  Hawke, 
in  his  official  letter,  after  defeating  the  French  Fleefc  ,in 
1747,  faid,  that  the  French  Ihips  being  large  toolt  Jt 
great  deal  of  drubbing  j  hisMaje%  not  uiiderttjaJicJ' 
ing  the  word,  alked  Lord  Chefterfield,  to  expjaia  it  j 
but  his  Lordlhip  feeing  the  Duke,  of  Bedford,  at  that 
inftant,  enter  the  cloiet,  refei'red  the  King  to' his  Grace, 
as  a  nobleman  much  mor?.  able  to  doit,  from  having 
felt  it  experimentally. 

cept 
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cept  France,  in  which,  at  one  time  or  other^ 
your   valuable  life   has  not  been  in   danger. 
Amiable  man  !  we  fee  and  acknowledge  the 
protetSlion  of  Providence,  by  which  you  have: 
fo    often  efcaped   the   perfonal   deteftation  of. 
your  fellow  fubjedts,  and  are  ftiil  referved  for^ 
the  public  juftice  of  your  country. 

Your  hiftory  begins  to  be  important  at 
that  aufpicious  period,  at  which  you  were  de- 
puted to  reprefent  the  Earl  of  Bute,  at  the 
court  of  Verfailles.  It  was  an  honourable 
office,  and  executed  with  the  fame  fpirit,  with 
which  it  was  accepted.  Your  patrons  want- 
ed an  ambafTador,  who  would  fubmit  to 
make  conceflions,,  without  daring  to  infift 
upon  any  honourable  condition  for  his  So-- 
vereign.  Their  bufinefs  required  a  man, 
who  had  as  little  feeling  for  his  own  dignity 
as  for  the  welfare  of- his  country;  and  they 
found  him  in  the  firft  rank  of  the  nobility. 
Belleifle,  Goree,  Guadeloupe,  St.  Lucia, 
Martinique,  the  Fifliery,  and  the  Havannah, 
are  glorious  monuments  of  your  Grace*s  ta- 
lents for  negociation.  My  Lord,  we  are 
too  well  acquainted  with  your  pecuniary 
chara6ter,  to  think  it  poflible  that  fo  many 
public  facrifices  fliould  have  been  made,  with- 
out fome  private  compenfations.  Your  con- 
duct carries  with  it  an  internal  evidence,  be- 
yond all  the  legal  proofs  of  a  court  of  juftice. 

Even 
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JEven  the  callous  pride  of  Lord  Egremont  * 
was  alarmed.  He  faw  and  felt  his  own  diflio* 
nour  in  correfponding  with  you ;  and  there 
certainly  was  a  moment,  at  \yhich  he  meant 
to  have  refifted,  had  not  a  fatal  lethargy  pre- 
vailed over  his  faculties,  and  carried  all  fenfe 
and  memory  away  with  it. 

I  will  not  pretend  to  fpecify  the  fecret 
terms  on  which  you  were  invited  to  fupport 
an  adminiftration  f  which  Lord  Bute  pre- 
tended to  leave  in  full  pofleflion  of  their  mi- 
nrfterial  authority,  and  perfe<SHy  matters  of 
themfelves.  He  was  not  of  a  temper  to  relin- 
quifli  power,  though  he  retired  from  em-' 
ployment.  Stipuladons  were  certainly  made 
between  your  Grace  and  him,  and  certainly 
violated.  After  two  years  fubmiffion,  you' 
thought  you  had  coIle6led  a  ftrength  fuiR- 
cient  to  conti-oul  his  influence,  and  that  it  was 
your  turn  to  be  a  tyrant,  becaufe  you  had 
been  a  ilave.  When  you  found  yourfelf  mif- 
taken  in  your  opinion  of  your  gracious  Maf-  - 
ter's  firmnefs,    difappointment  got  the  better 

*  The  Earl  of  Egremont,  when  his  Grace  was^} 
negociating  tlie  Peace  of  Paris,  wrote  a  lett&r  to  him,  . 
which  gave  fuch  offence,  that  the  Puke  wrote  io.  tje . 
recalled.  It  has  been  faid,  that  it  coft  Lord  Bute  forae ' 
tioubJe  to  pacify  him. 

t  The  Grenville  Admlnillration.  ../ 

of 
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of  all  your  humble  difcretion,  and  carried 
you  to  an  excefs  of  outrage  to  his  perfon  J,  as 
diftant  from  true  fpirit,  as  from  all  decency 
and  refpedl:.  After  robbing  him  of  the 
rights  of  a  King,  you  would  not  permit  him 
to  preferve  the  honour  of  a  gentleman.  It 
was  then  Lord  Weymouth  was  nominated 
to  Ireland,  and  difpatched  (we  well  remem- 
ber with  what  indecent  hurry)  to  plunder 
the  treafury  of  the  firft  fruits  of  an  employ- 
ment which  you  wejl  knew  he  was  never  to 
execute  ||. 

This  fudden  declaration  of  war  ao-ainft 
the  favourite  might  have  given  you  a  mo- 
mentary merit  with  the  public,  if  it  had 
either  been  adopted  upon  principle,  or  main- 
tained with  refolution.  Without  looking  back 
to  all  your  former  fervility,  we  need  only  ob- 

X  When  Mr.  Grenvllle  attempted  to  exclude  the 
Piincefs  Dowager  out  of  the  Regency,,  his  difmlfnon 
was  determined  upon.  When  the  Duke  was  informed 
of  this,  he  aflced  an  audience  of  a  certain  perfon,  re- 
proached him  in  the  grofleft  manner,  and  it  was  de- 
clared, fliocked  his  fenfibility  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to 
kave  JMJP  in.convidfions. 

I]  LORp  WjE.y  MOUTH  did  not  go  to  Ireland,  but 
he  received  three  thoufand  pounds  for  plate  and  equi- 
page, which  are  always  ifTued  as  foon  as  thg  appoint- 
ment is  made* 

ferv€ 
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fervc  your  fulifequeiit  condu6t,  to  fee  upon 
what  motives  you  afted.  Apparently  united 
Avith  Mr.  Grenville,  you  waited  until  Lord 
Rockingham's  feeble  adminiftration  fhould 
difTolve  in  its  own  weaknefs. — The  moment 
iheir  difmiffion  was  fufpe6led,  the  moment 
you  perceived  that  another  fyftem  was  adopted 
'in  the  clofet,  you  thought  it  no  difgrace  to 
return  to  your  former  dependance,  and  folicit 
once  more  the  fricndfhip  of  Lord  Bute.  You 
begged  an  interview,  at  which  he  had  fpiric 
enough  to  treat  you  with  contempt. 

It  would  now  be  of  little  ufe  to  point  out, 

by  what  a  train  of  weak,  injudicious  meafures, 
it  became  necellary,  or  was  thought  fo,  to  call 
you.  back  to  a  (hare  in  the  adminiftration. 
The  friends,  whom  you  did  pot  in  the  lafl 
inftance  defert,  were  not  of  a  charad^er  to  add 
ftrength  or  credit  to  government  -,  and  at  that 
time  your  alliance  with  the  Duke  of  Grafton 
was,  I  prefume,  hardly  forefeen.  We  muft 
look  for  other  ftipulations,  to  account  for  that 
fudden  refolution  of  the  clofet,  by  which  three 
of  your  dependants  *  (whofe  chara6ters,  I 
think,  cannot  be  lefs  refpecSled  than  they  are  J 

*  Lord  Gower,  Vifcount  Weymouth,  and  Earl 
of  Saiidwich.  Lord  Gower  is  now  the  head  of  the 
"liedford  party.  Lord  Sandwich  fet  up  for  himfelf  after 
the  death  of  the  Duke.  Witnefs  Lord  Gower's  fupport 
of  Admiral  Keppel  againft  Lord  Sandwich. 

were 
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were  advanced  to  offices,  through  which  you 
might  again  controul  the  minifter,  and  pro- 
bably engrofs  the  v\  hole  dire<Slion  of  affairs. 

The  pofTeflion  of  abfolute  power  Is  now 
■once  more  within  your  reach.  The  meafures 
you  have  taken  to  obtain  and  confirm  it,  are 
too  groft  to  efcape  the -eyes  of  a  difcerning 
judicious  prince.  His  palace  Is  befieged ;  the 
lines  of  circumvallation  are  drawing  round 
him  ;  and  unlefs  he  finds  a  rclburce  in  his 
own  adlivity,  or  in  the  attachment  of  the  real 
friends  of  his  family,  the  beft  of  princes  muft 
Submit  to  the  confinement  of  a  ftate  prifoner, 
until  your  Grace's  death,  or  fome  lefs  for- 
tunate event  fhali  raife  the  fiege.  P'or  the 
prefent,  you  may  Mdy  refume  that  ftile  of 
infult  and  menace,  which  even  a  private  gen- 
tleman cannot  fubmit  to  hear  without  being 
contemptible.  Mr.  Mackenzie's  hiftory  is 
not  yet  forgotten,  and  you  may  find  precedents 
.enough  of  the  mode,  in  which  an  imperious 
fubjedl  may  fignify  his-  pleafufe  to  his  Sove- 
reign. Where  will  this  gracious  monarch 
look  for  afiiftance,  when  the  wretch'^H  Grafton 
could  forget  his  iobligations  to  his  maftor,  and 
.  defert  him  for  a  hollow  alliance  with  fuch  a 
iman  as  the  Duke  of  Bcc^ford. 
-. jiMi*.  j;....;  :  :  /-)  ili\/  :'i 

Let  us  confider  you,  then,  as  arrived  at 
the  fummit  of  worldly  greatnefs  ;  let  us  fup- 

pofe, 
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pofe,  that  ill  your  plans  of  avarice  and  am- 
bition  are  accomplifhed,  and  your  moft  fan- 
guine  wifhes  gratified  in  the  fear,  as  well  as 
the  hatred  of  the  people  :  Can  age  itfelf  for- 
get that  you  are  iiiow  in  the  laft  aft  of  life  ? 
Can  grey  hairs  rhake  folly  venerable  ?  and  is 
'  there  no  period  to  be  referved  for  meditation 
and  retirement  ?  For  fliame  I  my  Lord : 
let  it  not  be  recorded  of  you,  that  the  lateft 
moments  of  your  life  v/ere  dedicated  to  the 
fame  unworthy  purfuits,  the  fame  bufyi  agi- 
tations, in  which  your  youth  and  manhood 
were  exhaufted.  Confider,  that,  although 
you  cannot  difgrace  your  former  life,  you  are 
violating  the  character  of  age,  and  expofmg 
the  impotent  imbecility,  after  you  have  loft 
the  vigour  of  the  paflions. 

Your  friends  will  alk,  perhaps.  Whither 
fhall  this  unhappy  old  man  retire?  Can  he 
remain  in  the  metropolis,  where  his  life  has 
been  fo  often  threatened,  and  his  palace  fo 
often  attacked  ?   If  he  returns  to  Wooburn*, 

:  fcorn  and  mockery  avi^ait  him.  He  muft  create 
a  folitude  round  his  eftate,  if  he  would  avoid 

i  the  face  of  reproach  and  derifion.  At  Ply- 
mouth, his  deftruclion  would  be  -more  than 
probable;  at  Ex;eter, -inevitable.  .No  hotteft 
Englifhman  will  ever  forget  his  attachment, 


•  The  Duke's  fert  In  Bedford flvii-e. 
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nor  any  honaft  Scotchman  forgive  his  treachery 
to  Lord  Bute.  At  every  town  he  enters,  he 
muft  change  his  liveries  and  name.  Which 
ever  way  he  flies,  the  Hue  and  Cry  o^  the 
country  purfues  him. 

In  another  kingdom  indeed,  the  blefllngs 
of  his  adminiftration  have  been  more  fenfibly 
felt  J  his  virtues  better  underftood  ;  or  at 
worft,  they  will  not,  for  him  alone,  forget 
their  hofpitality. — As  well  might  Verres 
have  returned  to  Italy.  You  have  tv/ice 
efcaped,  my  Lord :  beware  of  a  third  experi- 
inent.  The  indignation  of  a  whole  people, 
plundered,  infulted,  and  opprefled  as  they  have 
been,  will  not  be  always  difappointed. 

It  Is  in  vain  therefore  to  fliift  the  fcene. 
You  can  no  more  fly  from  your  enemies  than 
from  yourfelf.  Perfecuted  abroad,  you  look 
into  your  own  heart  for  confolatlon,  and  find 
nothing  but  reproaches  and  defpair.  But, 
my  Lord,  you  may  quit  the  field  oi  buil- 
nefs,  though  not  the  field  of  danger ;  and 
though  you  cannot  be  fafe,  you  may  ceafe 
to  be  ridiculous.  I  fear  you  have  liflened 
too  long  to  the  advice  of  thofe  pernicious 
friends,  v/ith  whofe  interefls  you  have  fer- 
vidly united  your  own,  and  for  whom  you 
have  facrificed  every  thing  that  ought  t6  be 
dear  to    a   man  of  honour.      They  are  ftiii 

Vol.  L  K  bail- 
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bafe  enough  to  encourage  the  follies  of  your 
age,  as  they  once  did  the  vices  of  your 
youth.  As  little  acquainted  with  the  rules 
of  decorum,  as  with  the  laws  of  morality, 
they  will  not  fufFcr  you  to  profit  by  experi- 
ence, nor  even  to  confult  the  propriety  of 
a  bad  chara6ler.  Even  now  they  tell  you, 
that  life  is  no  more  than  a  dramatic  fcene, 
in  which  the  hero  {hould  preferve  his  con- 
fiftency  to  the  laft,  and  that  as  you  lived 
without  virtue,  you  fliould  die  *  without  re- 
pentance. 

JUNIUS 

*  His  Grace  furvlved  the  publication  of  this  letter 
about  fourteen  months.  He  died,  January  15th,  1771, 
in  the  61ft  year  of  his  age,  at  his  houfe  iiiBlooraibury 
Square. 


L  E  T  T  E  B. 
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LETTER    XXXVII. 

SIR    WILLIAM    DRAPER   *    TO  JUNIUS. 

SIR,  14  September^  1769. 

HAVING  accidentally  feen  a  republica- 
tion of  your  letters,  wherein  you  h^ve 
been  pleafed  to  afirt^  that  I  had  fold  the 
companions  of  my  fuccefs  ;  I  am-  again  ob- 
liged to  declare  the  faid  aflertion  to  be  a  moft 
infamous  and  malicious  falfehood;  and  I  again 
call  upon  you  to  ftand  forth,  avow  yourfelf, 
and  prove  the  charge.  If  you  can  make  it 
out  to  the  fatisfa6lion  of  any  one  man  in  the 
kingdom,  I  will  be  content  to  be  thought  the 
word  man  in  it ;  if  you  do  not,  what  mufi:  the 
nation  think  of  you  ?  Party  has  nothing  to 
do  in  this  affair :  you  have  made  a  perfonal 
attack  upon  my  honour,  defamed  me  by  a 
moil:  vile  calumny,  which  might  poflibly  have 
funk  into  oblivion,  had  not  fuch  uncommon 

*  Sir  William  Draper,  feavlngbeen  (lopped  in 
Ills  career  of  -writing  in  defence  of  the  Marquis  of 
Granby,  by  the  Marquis  himfelf,  in  the  above  letter^ 
opens  the  conteft  on  his  own  account.  Junius  by  tlie 
motto  to  his  reply,  fcems  to  hint,  and  vei7  juftly,  that 
his  former  animadverfions  continued  to  rankle  in  Sir 
William's  mind, 

K  2  paint 
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pains  been  taken  to  renew  and  perpetuate  this 
icandal,  chiefly  becaufe  it  has  been  told  in 
good  language  :  for  I  give  you  full  credit  for 
your  elegant  di6lion,  well  turned  periods,  and 
attic  wit ;  but  wit  is  oftentimes  falfc,  though 
it  may  appear  brilliant;  which  is  exaflly  the 
cafe  of  your  whole  performance.  But,  Sir,  I. 
am  obliged  in  the  mofi:  ferious  manner  to  ac- 
cufe  you  of  being  guilty  of  Jhl/iiies.  You  h-ive 
faid  the  thing  that  is  not.  Vo  fupport  your 
ftory,  you  have  recourfe  to  the  following  irrc- 
fyiible  argument :  "  You  fold  the  companions 
"  of  your  victory,  becaufe  when  the  i6th  regi- 
"  ment  was  given  to  you^  you  w?isftlent."  'Fhe 
conclufion  is  inevitable.  I  believe  that  fuch 
deep  and  acute  recfoning  could  only  come  from 
fuch  an  extraordinary  writer  as  Junius.  But 
unfortunately  for  you,  the  premfes  as  well  as 
the  conclufion  are  abfolutelyy^?^-.  Many  appli- 
cations have  been  made  to  the  miniftry  on  the 
fubjecl  of  the  Manilla  Ranfom  fmce  the  time 
of  my  being  colonel  of  that  regiment.  As  I 
have  for  feme  years  quitted  London,  I  was 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  honourable 
Colonel  Monfon  and  Sir  Samuel  Cornifh  to 
negotiate  for  me  ;  in  the  laft  autumn,  I  per- 
fonally  delivered  a  memorial  to  the  Earl  of 
Shelburne  at  his  feat  inWiltfhire.  As  you 
have  told  us  of  your  importance,  that  you  are 
a  perfon  of  rank  and  fortune^  and  above  a 
common  bribc^  you  may  in  all  probability  be 

not 
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not  unknown  to  his  lord'Ihip,  who  can  fatlsfy 
you  of  the  truth  of  what  1  fay.  But  I  fhrdl 
now  take  the  liberty,  Sir,  to  feize  your  bat- 
tery, and  turn  it  againft  yourfelf.  If  your 
puerile  and  tinfel  logic  could  carry  the  leafl: 
weight  or  conviiSlion  with  it,  how  muft  you 
fbnd  affected  by  the  inevitable  conchfion^  as 
you  are  pleafed  to  term  it  \  According  to 
yunius^  Silence  is  Guilt.  In  many  of  the 
public  papers,  you  have  been  called  in  the 
moft  dire£l  and  ofFenfive  terms  a  liar  and  a 
coward.  When  did  you  reply  to  thefe  foul 
accufations  ?  You  have  been  quite  fiJent  ; 
quite  chop-fallen  :  therefore  becaufe  you  was 
fils?it^  the  nation  h-as  a  right  to  pronounce  you 
to  be  both  a  liar  and  a  coward  from  your  o  a  n 
argument :  but.  Sir,  I  wiU  give  you  fair  play  ; 
will  aifford  you  an  opportunity  io  wipe  off  the 
firfl  appellation  ;  by  dcfiring  the  proofs  of 
your  charge  againil  me.  Produce  them  !  To 
wipe  off  the  lafl:,  produce  yourfelf.  People 
cannot  bear  any  longer  your  Lion's  Jkin^  and 
the  defpi cable  impojiure  of  the  old  Roman  name 
which  you  have  affef^ed.  For  the  future 
affume  the  name  of  fome  modern  *  bravo  and 
dark  affaffin  :  let  your  appellation  have  fome 
affinity  to  your  pra'flice.    But  if  I  muff  perij})^ 

*  From  the  above  exprefllon,  one  would  imagine 
t'nat  Sir  William  thought  Brutus  an  ancient  bravo  and 
diuk  affaffin. 

K   3  'Junius^ 
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yunius^  let  me  perijh  in  the  face  of  day ;  be 
for  once  a  generous  and  open  enemy.  I  allow 
that  gothic  appeals  to  cold  iron  are  no  better 
•proofs  of  a  man's  honefty  and  veracity  than 
hot  iroa  and  burning  ploughfbares  are  of 
female  chajiity :  but  a  foldier's  honour  is  as 
delicate  as  a  woman's ;  it  muft  not  be  fuf- 
pe6led  ;  you  have  dared  to  thrown  more  than 
a  fufpicion  upon  mine :  you  cannot  but  know 
the  confequences,  which  even  the  meeknefs 
of  Chriftianity  v/ould  pardon  me  for,  after 
|he  injury  you  have  done  me» 

WILLIAM  DRAPER, 
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Haret  later!  lethalis  arundo, 

TO     SIR    WILLIAM    DRAPER,     K.    E. 

SIR,  25  September^  1769. 

AFTER  fo  long  an  interval,  I  did  not 
expert  to  fee  the  debate  revived  be- 
tween us.  My  anfwer  to  your  laft  letter  fhall 
be  fhort ;  for  I  write  to  you  with  reluctance, 
and  I  hope  we  fhall  now  conclude  our  cor- 
refpondence  for  ever. . 

Had 
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Had  yow  been  originally  and  without  pro- 
vocation attacked  by  an  anonymous  writer, 
you  would  have  had  fome  right  to  demand 
his  name.  But  in  this  caufe  you  are  a  volun- 
teer. You  engaged  in  it  with  the  unpreme- 
ditated gallantry  of  a  foidier.  You  were  cour 
tent  to  fet  your  name  in  oppofition  to  a  man, 
w)io  would  probably  continue  in  concealment. 
You  underftood  the  terms  upon  which  we 
were  to  correfpond^  and  gave  at  leaft  a  tacit 
afTent  to  them.  After  voluntarily  attacking 
me  under  the  charav51:er  of  Junius,  what  pof- 
fible  right  have  you  to  know  me  under  any 
other  ?  Will  yOu  forgive  me  if  I  infmuate 
to  you,  that  you  forefaw  fome  honour  in  the 
apparent  fpirit  of  coming  forv/ard  in  perfon, 
and  that  you  were  not  quite  indifferent  to  the 
dii'pUy  of  your  literary  qualifications  ? 

You  cannot  but  know  that  the  republica- 
tion of  my  letters  was  no  more  than  a  catch- 
penny contrivance  of  a  printer,  in  v/hich  it 
was  impoffible  I  fhould  be  concerned,  and 
for  which  I  am  no  way  anfwerable.  At  the 
fame  time  I  wifh  you  to  underftand,  that  if  I 
do  not  take  the  trouble  of  reprinting  thefe  pa- 
pers, it  is  not  from  any  fear  of  giving  offence 
to  Sir  William  Draper. 

Your  remarks  upon  a  fignature,  adopted 

merely  for  diil:in6tion,  are  unworthy  of  no- 

K  4  tice  i 
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tice ;  but  when  you  tell  me  I  have  fiibmltted 
to  be  called  a  liar  and  a  coward,  I  muft  ailc 
you  in  my  turn,  whether  you  ferioufly  think  it 
any  way  incumbent  upon  me  to  take  notice 
of  the  filly  inveftives  of  every  fimpleton,  who 
writes  in  a  news-paper  j  and  what  opinion 
you  would  have  conceived  of  my  difcretion, 
if  I  had  fujfFered  myfelf  to  be  the  dupe  of  fo 
Ih allow  an  artihce  ? 

Your  appeal  to  the  fword,  tliough  con- 
fident enough  with  your  late  profeffion,  will 
neither  prove  your  innocence  nor  clear  you 

from     fufpicion. Your     complaints    with 

regard  to  the  Manilla  ranfom  were,  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  a  diftrefs  to  government.  You 
were  appointed  (greatly  out  of  your  turn)  to 
the  command  of  a  regiment,  and  during  that 
adminijlratton  we  heard  no  more  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Draper.  The  fa<5ls,  of  which  I  fpeak, 
may  indeed  be  varioufly  accounted  for,  but 
they  are  too  notorious  to  be  denied ;  and  I 
-think  you  might  have  learnt  at  the  univerfity, 
that  a  falfe  conclufion  is  an  error  in  argu- 
ment, not  a  breach  of  veracity*  Your  foli- 
citaticn^,  I  doubt  not,  were  renewed  under 
another  adminiftration.  Admitting  the  fa(5t, 
I  fear  an  indifferent  perfon  would  only  infer 
from  it,  that  experience  had  made  you  ac- 
quainted with  the  benefits  of  complaining. 
Remember,  Sir,  that  you  have  yourfelf  con- 

feffed 
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fefTed,  that,  caJi/idermg  the  critical  fttuation  of 
this  country^  the  mnijlry  are  in  the  right  to  tern- 
prife  with  Spain.-  This  eonfefTion  reduces- 
you  to  an  unfortunate  dilemma.  By  renew- 
ing your  foHcitations,  you  muft  either  mean 
to*  force  your  country  into  a  war  at  a  moft 
unfeafonable  junS^ure;  or,  having  no  view  or 
expedat'on  of  that  kind,  that  you  look  for  no- 
thing but  a  private  compenfation  to  yourfeh^. 

As  to  me,  it  rs  by  no  means  necefTary  that 
I  fliould  be  expofed  to  the  refentment  of  the- 
worft  and  the  moft  powerful  men  in  this 
country,  though  I  may  be  indifferent  about 
yours.  Though  you  would  fight,  there  are 
others  who  would  afiaflinate. 

But  after  all.  Sir,  where  is  the  injury? 
You  affure  me,  that  my  logic  is  puerile  and 
tinfel,  that  it  carries  not  the  leaft  weight  or. 
convi6lion,  that  my  premifes  are  falfe  and  my 
conclufions  abfurd.  If  this  be  a  juil  defcrip- 
tion  of  me,  how  is  it  polizble  for  fuch  a  writer. 
to  difturb  your  peace  of  mind,  or  to  injure  a 
charadler  fo  well  eftablillied  as  yours  ?  Take 
care,  Sir  William,  hov/  yoii  indulge  this  un- 
ruly temper,  left  the  v/orld  fhould  fufpe6l  that 
confcience  has  feme  fnare  in  your  refent- 
ments.  You  have  more  to  fear  from  the 
treachery  of  your  own  paffions,  than  from 
any  malevolence  of  mine. 

K    5  I  BE- 
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I  BELIEVE,  Sir,  you  will  never  know  me, 
A  confiderable  time  muft  certainly  elapfe  be- 
fore we  are  perfonally  acquainted.  You  need 
not,  however,  regret  the  delay,  or  fuffer  an 
apprehenfion  that  any  length  of  time  can  re- 
ftore  you  to  the  Chriftian  meeknefs  of  yoj^r 
temper,  and  difappoint  your  prefent  indigna- 
tion. If  I  underftand  your  charader,  there, 
is  in  your  ov/n  breafl:  a  repofitory,  in  which 
your  refentments  may  be  fafely  laid  up  for 
future  ©ccafions,  and  preferved  without  the 
hazard  of  diminution.  The  Gdia  in  longurn 
jaciens^  quce  reconderct^  au5laque  promeret^  I 
thought  had  only  belonged  to  the  worft  cha- 
racter of  antiquity.  The  text  is  in  Tacitus  ; 
— you  know  beft  where  to  look  for  the  com- 
mentary, 

JUNIUS.' 
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LETTER    XXXIX. 

FROM     SIR     WILLIAM    DRAPER.       A    WORD 
AT    PARTIN^G   TO  JUNIUS*. 

SIR,  7  O^oher^  1769^ 

AS  you  have  not  favoured  me  with  ei- 
their  of  the  explanations  demanded  of 
you,  I  can  have  nothing  more  to  fay  to  you 
upon  my  cwn  account.  Your  mercy  to 
me,  or  tendernefs  for  yourfelf,  has  been  very 
great.  The  pubHc  will  judge  of  your  mo- 
tives^ If  your  excefs  of  modefly  forbids  you 
to  produce  either  the  proofs  or  yourfelf,  I 
will  excufe  it.  Take  courage,.  I  have  not 
the  temper  of  Tiberius,  any  more  than  the 
rank  or  power.  You,  indeed,  are  a  tyrant  of 
another  fort,  and  upon  your  political  bed  of 
torture  can  excruciate  any  fubje6t,  from  a 
firft  minifler  down  to  fuch  a  grub  or  butter- 
fly as  myfelf ;  hke  another  detefted  tyrant  of 
antiquity,  can  make  the  wretched  fufferer  fit 

'*  Sir.  WiLLiA,M  was  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  to 
the  continent  of  Britifh  America.  Juniushad  the  honour. 
of  fending  him  on  his  travels.  Four  days  after  the 
date  of  this  letter  he  agreed  with  a  Briftol  Trader,  for 
his  paiTage  to  South  Carolina. 

K  6  tb^ 
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the  bed,  If  the  bed  will  not  fit  the  fufFerer, 
by  disjointing  or  tearing  the  trembling  limbs 
until  they  are  flretchcd  to  its  extremity.  But 
courage,  coaftancy,  and  patience,  under  tor- 
ments, have  fometimes  caufed  the  moft  hard- 
ened monfters  to  relent,  and  forgive  the  ob- 
jedl:  of  their  cruelty.  You,  Sir,  are  deter- 
mined to  try  all  that  human  nature  can  en- 
.dure,  until  fhe  expires  :  elfe,  was  it  polTiblc 
that  you  could  be  the  author  of  that  moft  in- 
human letter  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  I  have 
read  with  aftonifhment  and  horror?  Where, 
Sir,  where  were  the  feelings  of  your  own 
heart,  when  you  could  upbraid  a  moft  affec- 
tionate father  with  the  lofs  of  his  onl^y  and 
moft  amiable  fon  ?  Read  over  again  thofe 
cruel  lines  of  youi-s,  and  let  them  wring 
your  very  (bul  !  Cannot  political  queftions 
be  difcuiTed  without  defcending  to  the  moft 
odiaus  perfonalities  ?*  Muft  you  go  wantonly 

out 

.  ♦.  Modern'  degeneracy  Is  not  to  be  touched  or  rc- 
foimed  by  n^eek  cenfures.  Political  as  well  as  moral 
offendeis  muft  fmart  under  the  laili.  Mr.  Pope,  in  his 
letter,  dated  July  26th,  1734,  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  fays, 
with  truth  on  his  fide,  that  "  To  reform  and  not  to. 
♦'  chaftife,  I  am  afraid,,  is  impoflib-le.;  and  that  the 
**  beft  precepts,  as  well  as  the  beft  laws,  would  prove 
*'  of  fmall  ufe,  if  there  were  no  examples  to  enforce 
"them.  To  attack  vices  in  the  abllrail,  without 
**  touching  perfons,  may  be  fafe  fighting  indeed,  but 
**  it  is  fighting  with  ihadows.     My  greateft    comfort 

«'  and 
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out  of  your  way  to  torment  declining  age, 
becaufe  the  Duke  of  Bedford  may  have  quar- 
relled with  thofe  whofe  caufe  and  politics  you 
efpoufe  ?  For  fhame !  for  fhame !  As  you 
have  fpoI:e  daggers  to  him,  you  may  juflly 
dread  the  t^fe  of  them  againft  your  own  breaft, 
did  a  want  of  courage  or  of  noble  fenti- 
ments  ftimulate  him  to  fuch  mean  revenge. 
He  is  above  it  j  he  is  brave.  Do  you  fancy 
that  your  own  bafe  arts  have  infected  our 
whole  ifland  ?  But  your  own  reflexions, 
your  own  confcience,  muft  and  will,  if  you 
have  any  fpark  of  humanity  remaining,  give 
him  moft  ample  vengeance.  Not  all  the 
power  of  words  with  which  you  are  fo  graced, 
v/ill  ever  wafh  out,  or  even  palliate  this  foul 
blot  in  your  charader.  I  have  not  time  at 
prefent  to  difleft  your  letter  fo  minutely  as  I 
could  wifh,  but  I  will  be  bold  enough  to  fay, 
that  it  is  (as  to  reafon  and  argument)  the 
moft  extraordinary  piece  of  fiortd  impotence 
that  v/as  ever  impofed  upon  the  eyes  and  ears 
of  the  too  credulous  and  deluded  mob.  It 
accufes  the  Duke  of  Bedford  of  high  treafon. 
Upon  what  foundation  ?  You  tell  us,  *'  that 
"  the  Duke's  pecuniary  chara£ler  makes  it 
"  more  than  prohahhy  that  he  could  not  have 
"  made  fuch  facrifices  at  the  peace,  without 

«  and  encouragment  to  proceed  has  been  to  fee  that 
"  thofe,  who  have  no  fhame,  and  no  fear  of  any  thing 
**  elfe,  have  appeared  touched  by  my  fatires.^* 

^  firm 
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^^  f 3 me  private  compenfations -,  that  his  condutEl 
'^  carried  with  it  an  interior  evidence,  be- 
"  yond  all  the  legal  proofs  of  a  court  oi 
'^  juftice." 

My  academical  education,  Sir,  bids  me 
tell  you  that  it  is  neceiTary  to  eftablifh  the 
truth  of  your  firft  propofition^  before  you 
prefume  to  draw  inferences  from  it.  f'irft 
prove  the  avarice,  before  you  make  the  ra(h,. 
hafty,  and  moft  wicked  conclufion.  This 
father,  JuniuSy  whom  you  call  avaricious, 
allowed  that  fon  eight  thoufand  pounds  a 
year.  Upon  his  moil  unfortunate  death, 
which  your  ufual  good-nature  took  care  to 
remind  him  of,  he  greatly  increafed  t\\Q  join- 
ture of  the  affli^led  lady,  his  wido'^.  Is  this 
avarice  I  Is  this  doing  good  by  Jlealth  f  It  is 
upon  record. 

If  exadt  order,  method,  and  true  oecono- 
my  as  a  mafter  of  a  family;  if  fplendor  and 
juft  magnificence,  without  wild  wafte  and 
thoughtlefs  extravagance,  may  conftitute  the 
character  of  an  avaricious  man,  the  Duke  is 
guilty.  But  for  a  moment  let  us  admit  that 
an  ambaflador  may  love  money  too  much ; 
what  proof  do  yoti  give  that  he  has  taken  any 
to  betray  his  country  ?  Is  it  hearfay  ;  or  the 
evidence  of  letters,  or  ocular;  or  the  evi- 
dence of  thofe  concerned  in  this  black  afFair  ? 

Pro- 
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Produce  your  authorities  to  the  public.     It  is 
a    moft  impudent  kind  of  forcery  to  attempt 
to   bllftd   us    with    the   fmoke,   without  con- 
vincing us  that   the  fire    has   exiiled.     You 
firft  brand  him   with   a   vice  that  he  is  free 
from,    to   render    him   odious  and  fufpecSled. 
Sufpicion  is  the  foul  weapon  with  which  you 
make  all  your  chief  attacks  ;    with  that  yobi 
ftab.     But  fliall  one  of  the  firft  fubjedls  of  the 
realm  be  ruined  in  his  fame  ;   fball  even  hi^ 
life   be   in   conftant   danger,    from   a    charge 
built  upon  fuch  fandy  foundations  ?    Muft  his 
houfe  be  befieged  by  lawlefs  ruffian?,  hisjour- 
nies  impeded,  and  even  the  afylum  of  an  al- 
tar be  infecurc,  from  ailertlons   fo  bafe   and 
falfe  ?  Potent  as  he  is,  the  Duke  is  amenable 
to  juftice;    if  guilty,  punifhable.     The  par- 
liament is   the  high  and  folemn  tribunal  for 
matters  ;of  fuch    great    moment..      To   that 
be   they    fubmitted.      But    I    hope   alfo  that 
fome  notice  will  be  taken  of,  and  fome  pu- 
niftiment  infli6i:ed  upon  falfe  accufers,   efpe- 
cially   upon   fuch,    'Junius^   who   are ,  wilfully 
falfe.     In   any  truth  I  will  agree  even  with 
"Junius ;  will  agree  with  him  that  it  is  highly 
unbecoming  the  dignity  of  Peers  to  tamper 
with   boroughs.     Ariftocracy    is    ^s    fatal   as 
democracy.     Our  conftitution  admits  of  nei- 
ther.     It  loves    a   King,   Lords,  and   Com- 
mons  really   chofen   by    the    unbought    fuf- 
fragcs  of  a  free  people.     But  if  corruption  on- 
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ly  fhifts  hands ;  if  the  wealthy  commoner 
giv6s  the  bribe,  inftead  of  the  potent  Peer,  is 
the  ftate  better  ferved  by  this  exchange  ?  Is 
the  real  emancipation  of  the  borough  effect- 
ed, becaufe  new  parchment  bonds  may  poflr- 
bly  fuperfede  the  old  ?  To  fay  the  truth,  where- 
ever  fuch  pra6lices  prevail,  they  are  equally 
criminal  to  and  deftruftive  of  our  freedom. 

The  reft  of  your  declamation  is  fcarce 
worth  confideiing,  excepting  for  the  ele- 
gance of  the  language.  Like  Hamlet  in  the 
play,  you  produce  two  piClures ;  you  tell  us, 
that  one  is  not  like  tiie  Duke  of  Bedford : 
then  you  bring  a  moft  hideous  caricatura, 
and  tell  us  of  the  refemblance  j  but  multum 
chludit  imago. 

All  your  long  tedious  accounts  of  the 
minlfterial  quarrels,  and  the  intrigues  of  the 
cabinet,  arc  reducible  to  a  few  fhort  lines ; 
and  to  convince  ycHi,  Sir,  that  I  do  not  mean 
to  flatter  any  minifter,  either  paft  or  pre  fen  t, 
thefe  are  my  thoughts  :  they  feem  to  have 
aCled  like  lovers,  or  childreji ;  have  pouted, 
quarrelled,  cried,  kiffed,  and  been  friends 
again,  as  the  objects  ofdefire,  the  minifteriai 
rattles  %  have  been  put  into  their  liands.     But 

fuch 

♦  Sir  William's  own  account  of  the  behavjour  qF 
the  Duke  and  his  friends,  the  men,  according  to.  hiai  the 

bell 
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fuch  proceedings  are  very  unworthy  of  the 
gravity  and  dignity  of  a  great  nation.  We 
do  not  want  men  of  abilities  ;  but  we  have 
wanted  fteadinefs  j  we  want  unanimity  :  your 
letters,  yunius^  will  not  contribute  thereto. 
You  may  one  day  expire  by  a  flame  of  your 
own  kindling.  But  it  is  my  humble  opinion 
that  lenity  and  moderation,  pardon  and  obli- 
vion, will  difappoint  the  efforts  of  all  the  fe- 
ditious  in  the  land,  and  extinguifh  their  wide 
fpreading  fires.  I  have  lived  with  this  fenti- 
ment  3  with  this  I  fliall  die. 

WILLIAM  DRAPER. 


LETTER    XL. 

TO    THE    PRINTER    OF     THE      PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER. 

SIR,  13  O^ober^  ^7^9* 

IF  Sir  William  Draper's  bed  be  a  bed  of 
torture,  he  has  made  it  for  himfelf.  I 
(hall  never  interrupt  his  repofe.  Having 
changed  the  fubjedl,  there  are  parts  of  his 
laft  letter  not  undeferving  of  a  reply.  Leav- 
ing his  private  character  and  condudl  out  of 
the  queftion,   I  fhall  confider  him  merely  in 

beft  qualified  to  govern  the  empire,  (hews  them  in  a 
light  peifeflly  ridiculous. 

the 
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the  capacity  of  an  author,  whofe  labours  cer- 
tainly do  no  difcredit  to  a  news-paper. 


We  fay,  in  common  difcourfe,  that  a  man 
rpay  be  his  own  enemy,  and  the  frequency  of 
the  fail  makes  the  exprefTion  intelh'gible.  But 
that  a  man  fhould  be  the  bittereft  enemy  of 
his  friends,  implies  a  contradiction  of  a  pe- 
culiar nature.  There  is  fomething  in  it, 
which  cannot  be  conceived  without  a  confu- 
fion  of  ideas,  nor  exprefled  without  a  fole- 
cifm  in  language.  Sir  William  Draper  is  ftill 
that  fatal  friend  Lord  Granby  found  him. 
Yet  I  am  ready  to  do  juflice  to  his  generofi- 
ty;  if  indeed  it  be  not  fomething  more  than 
generous,  to  be  the  voluntary  advocate  of 
men,  who  think  themfelves  injured  by  his  af- 
fiftance,  and  to  confider  nothing  in  the  caufe 
he  adopts,  but  the  difficulty  of  defending  it. 
I  thought  however  he  had  been  better  read 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  human  heart,  than. to 
compare  or  confound  the  tortures  of  the 
body  with  thofe  of  the  mind.  He  ought  to 
have  known,  though  perhaps  it  might  not 
be  his  intereft  to  confefs,  that  no  outward 
tyranny  can  reach  the  mind.  If  confcience 
plays  the  tyrant,  it  would  be  greatly  for  the 
benefit  of  the  world  that  fhe  were  more  arbi- 
trary, and  far  lefs  placable,  than  fome  men 
£nd  her. 

But 


JUNIUS,    See,  2lt 

But  it  feems  I  have  outraged  the  feelings 
of  a  father's  heart. — Am  I  indeed  (o  injudi- 
cious ?  Does  Sir  William  Draper  think  I 
would  have  hazarded  my  credit  with  a  gene- 
rous nation,  by  (o  grofs  a  violation  of  the 
laws  of  humanity  ?  Does  he  think  I  am  fo 
little  acquainted  with  the  firft  and  nobleft 
charadteriftic  of  Englifhmen  ?  Or  how  will 
he  reconcile  fuch  folly  with  an  underftand- 
ing  fo  full  of  artifice  as  mine  ?  Had  he  been 
a  father,  he  would  have  been  but  little  of- 
fended with  the  feverlty  of  the  reproach,  for 
his  mind  would  have  been  filled  with  the  juf- 
tice  of  it.  He  would  have  feen  that  I  did  not 
infult  the  feelings  of  a  father,  but  the  father 
who  felt  nothing:.  He  would  have  trufted  to 
the  evidence  of  his  own  paternal  heart,  and 
boldly  denied  the  poiTibility  of  the  fa<ft,  in- 
ftead  of  defending  it.  Againft  whom  then 
will  his  honeft  indignation  be  diredled,  when 
I  aflure  him,  that  this  whole  town  beheld 
the  Duke  of  Bedford's  conduct,  upon  the 
death  of  his  fon,  with  horror  and  aftonifh- 
ment.  Sir  William  Draper  does  himfelf  but 
little  honour  in  opppfmg  the  general  fenfe  of 
his  country.  The  people  are  feldom  wrong 
in  their  opinions — in  their  fentiments  they 
are  never  miftaken.  There  may  be  a  va- 
nity perhaps  in  a  fmgular  way  of  thinking; 
- — ^but  when  a  man  profefTes  a  want  of  thofe 
fcelingSj  which  do  honour  to  the  multitude, 

he 
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he  hazards  fomething  infinitely  more  Impor- 
tant than  the  charadler  of  his  underftanding. 
After  all,  as  Sir  William  may  poflibly  be  in 
earneft  in  his  anxiety  for  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford, I  jQiouid  be  glad  to  relieve  him  from  it; 
He  may  reft  afTured  this  worthy  noblemaiv 
laugh?,  with  equal  iwdifference,  at  my.  re- 
proaches, and  Sir  William's  diftrefs  about 
him.  But  here  let  it  flop.  Even  the  Duke 
of  Bedford,  infenfible  as  he  is,  will  confult 
the  tranquility  of  his  life,  in  not  provoking 
the  moderation  of  my  temper.  If,  from  the 
profoundeft  contempt,  I  ihould  ever  rife  into 
anger,  he  fhould  foon  find,  that  all  I  have  al- 
ready faid  of  him  was  lenity  and  compaffion. 

Out  of  a  long  catalogue.  Sir  Willianr 
Draper  has  confined  himfelf  to  the  refuta- 
tion of  two  charges  only.  The  reft  he  had 
not  time  to  difcufs ;  and  indeed  it  would' 
have  been  a  laborious  undertaking.  To  draw 
up  a  defence  of  fuch  a  feries  of  enormities, 
would  have  required  a  life  at  leaft  as  long  as 
that,  which  has  been  uniformly  employed  in 
the  pra6lice  of  them.  The  public  opinion* 
of  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  extreme  ceconomy 
is,  it  feems,  entirely  without  foundation. 
Though  not  very  prodigal  abroad,  in  his  own 
family  at  leaft  he  is  regular  and  magnificent.. 
He  pays  his  debts,  abhors  a  beggar,  and' 
makes  a  handfome  provifion  for  his  fon.    His 

chr^rit^ 
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•cliarity  has  Improved  upon  the  proverb,  and 
ended  where  it  began.  Admitting  the  w^hole 
force  of  this  fingle  inftance  of  his  domedic 
generofity  (wonderful  indeed,  confidering  the 
narrownefs  of  his  fortune,  and  the  little  me- 
rit of  .his  only  fon)  the  public  may  ftill  per- 
haps be  difl'atisfied,  and  demand  fome  other 
Icfs  equivocal  proofs  of  his  munificence.  Sir 
William  Draper  fliould  have  entered  boldly 
into  the  detail— of  indigence  relieved — of 
arts  encouraged — of  fcience  patronized  ;  men 
of  learning  proteiSted,  and  works  of  genius 
rewarded  j — in  fhort,  had  there  been  a  finglc 
inllance,  befides  Mr.  Rigby  %  of  blufhing 
merit  brought  forward  by  the  duke,  for  the 
fervice  of  the  public,  it  ftiould  not  have  been 
omitted  f. 

I  WISH  it  were  poflible  to  eflablifh  my  in- 
ference with  the  fame  certainty,  on  which  I 
believe  the  principle  is  founded.  My  con- 
clufion  however  was  not  drawn  from  the 
principle  alone.  I  am  not  fo  unjuft  as  to 
reafon  from  ^  one  crime  to  another  ;  though 
I  think,  that,  of  all  the  vices,  avarice  is 
mod:  apt  to  taint  and  corrupt  the  heart.  I 
combined  the  known  temper  of  the  man  with 

*  This  gentleman  is  fuppofed  not  to  have  any  idea 
of  hlujhing. 

t  This  paragraph  produced  the  letter  from  Frances, 
^hich  follows  this. 

the 
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the  extravagant  conceflions  made  by  the  am- 
baflador  ;  and  though  I  doubt  not  fufficient 
care  was  taken  to  leave  no  document  of  any 
treafonable  negociation,  I  ft  ill  maintain  that 
the  condudl  *  of  this  minifter  carries  w^ith  it 
an  internal  and  convincing  evidence  againft 
him.  Sir  William  Draper  feems  not  to  know 
the  value  or  force  of  fuch  a  proof.  He  vi^ill 
not  permit  us  to  judge  of  the  motives  of  men, 
by  the  manifeft  tendency  of  their  adlions,  nor 
by  the  notorious  character  of  their  minds.  He 
calls  for  papers  and  witnefTes,  with  a  trium- 
phant fecurity,  as  if  nothing  could  be  true, 
but  what  could  be  proved  in  a  court  of  juf- 
tice.  Yet  a  religious  man  might  have  re- 
membered, upon  what  foundation  fome 
truths,  .moft  interefting  to  mankind,  have 
been  received  and  eftabliflied.  If  it  were  not 
for  the  internal  evicJence,  which  the  pureft  of 
religions  carries  with  it,  what  would  have 
become  of  his  once  well-quoted  decalogue, 
and  of  the  meeknefs  of  his  Chriftianlty  ? 

The  generous  warmth  of  his  refentment 
makes  him  confound  the  order  of  events.  He 
forgets  that  the  infults  and  diftrefles  which 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  has  fuffered,  and  which 

*  If  Sir  William  Draper  will  take  the  trouble  of 
looking  into  Torcy's  Memoirs,  he  will  fee  with  what 
little  ceremony  a  bribe  may  be  offered  to  a  Duke,  and 
witk  what  little  ceremony  it  was  only  ?20t  accepted. 

Sir 
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Sir  WiUlam  has  lamented  with  many  deli- 
cate touches  of  the  true  pathetic,  were  only 
recorded  in  my  letter  to  his  Grace,  not  oc- . 
cafioned  by  it.  It  was  a  fimple,  candid  nar- 
rative of  fa6ts  ;  though,  for  aught  I  know, 
it  may  carry  with  it  fomething  prophetic. 
His  Grace  undoubtedly  has  received  feveral 
ominous  hints ;  and  I  think,  in  certain  cir- 
cumftances,  a  wife  man  would  do  well  to 
prepare  himfelf  for  the  event,  j 

But   I  have  a   charge    of  a  heavier  na- 
ture againft  Sir  William  Draper,      He  tells 
us  that  the  Duke  of  Bedford  is  amenable   to 
juftice  ; — that   parliament   is  a   high  and  fo- 
lemn  tribunal  ;    and  that,   if  guilty,  he   may 
be  punifhed  by   due  courfe  of   law  ;    and  all 
this,  he  fays,  with  as  much  gravity  as  if  he 
believed  one   word  of   the   matter.     I   hope 
indeed,  the  day  of  impeachments  will  arrive, 
before   this    nobleman    efcapes   out   of  life ; 
— but  to  refer  us  to  that  mode  of  proceeding 
now,  with  fuch  a  miniftry,  and  fuch  a  houfe 
of  commons  as  the  prefent,   what  is  it,  but 
an  indecent  mockery  of  the  common  fenfe  of 
the    nation  ?     I  think  he  might  have  content- 
ed  himfelf  with  defending  the  greateft  ene- 
my, wirhout  infulting    the   diftrefles    of  his 
country. 


His 
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His  concluding  declaration  of  his  opinion^ 
with  refpeil:  to  the  prefent  condition  of  af- 
fairs, is  too  loofe  and  undetermined  to  be  of 
2iny  fervice  to  the  public.  How  ilrange  is  it 
that  this  gentleman  fhould  dedicate  fo  much 
time  and  argument  to  the  defence  of  worth- 
lefs  or  indifferent  characters,  while  he  gives 
but  fevcn  folitary  lines  to  the  only  fubjedl, 
which  can  deferve  his  attention,  or  do  credit 
to  his  abilities. 

JUNIUS. 


LETTER    XLI. 

TO     THE     PRINTER     OF     THE     PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER. 

SIR,  14  0/?,  1769. 

PERFECTLY  convinced  as  I  am  of  my 
own  inability  to  enter  the  lifts,  or  ufe  my 
pen,  Jigainft  the  tow-edged  fword  that  glit- 
ters in  the  hand  of  Junius^  nothing  but 
my  being  impelled  by  that  uncommon  kiad 
of  gratitude,  which  makes  us  not  only 
thankful  for  benefits  received,  but  inclines 
us  to  love  and  refpeCl:  our  benefacElor,  could 
tempt  me  forth  to  fo  unequal  a  combat,  or 
prevail  on  me  to  offer  even  a  fa61:  to  the  pub- 
lic, through  fuch  a  channel  as  our  news- 
papers. 

Let 
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Let  my  motive  then  plead  my  excuie, 
while  I  reply  to  the  charge  -which  appears 
moft  difficult  to  Ise  cleared,  becaufe  it  is  mol-^ 
general,  which  Junius  has  made  againfl  the. 
Duke  of  Bedford. 

Junius  calls  upon  Sir  William  Draper  to 
"  enter  boldly  into  the  detail  of  indigence 
relieved  ;  of  arts  encouraged  ;  of  fcience  pa- 
tronized ;  men  of  learning  protecSled ;  an-^ 
the  works  of  genius  rewarded/' 

Under  any  of  thefe  denominations,  rt 
muft  be  extremely  painful  to  a  woman,  whofe 
higheft  merit  fliould  be  modefty,  and  of 
courfe  a  hluJJnng  merits  to  appear  ;  yet  truth 
and  gratitude  ought  to  furmount  fem.ale  de- 
licacy fo  far,  as  to  relate  a  matter  of  fa£t, 
which  fhe  hopes  will  be  one  proof  of  the  in- 
juftice  of  the  charge  here  qu5ted  againil  the 
Duke  of  Bedford. 

When  his  Grace  was  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  the  feries  of  letters  between  Henry 
and  Frances  happened  to  fall  into  his  hands. 
In  the  preface,  Henry  fpeaks  of  the  diftreiics 
of  his  fortune,  and  the  juftifiabie  means  by 
which  thofe  diftreiles  were  occafioned. — His 
Grace's  humanity  was  affedled;  he  enquired 
into  the  author's  fituation,  and  on  finding  it 
to  be  what  is  there  defcribed,   unfolicited  by 

Vol,  L  L  aught 
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aught  but  his  own  noble  nature,  he  fent  for 
Henry,  and,  in  the  moft  obliging  and  graci- 
ous manner,  prcfented  him  with  a  patent  em- 
ployment which  was  at  that  time  vacant. 

Sure  I  am,  that  many  parallel,  perhaps 
more  meritorious,  infl-ances  of  his  Grace's 
munificence,  might  be  recounted,  if  thofe, 
who  like  me,  have  partaken  of  them,  had 
virtue  fufficient  to  acknowledge  themfelves 
obliged^  when  they  had  received  an  ohligot'ion. 

FRANCES. 


LETTER    XLII. 

TO     THE     PRINTER     OF     THE      PUBLIC     AD- 
VERTISER. 

SIR,  20  Oaooer^  1769. 

I  VERY  fmcerely  applaud  the  fpirit  with 
which  a  lady  has  paid  the  debt  of  grati- 
tude to  her  benefa61:or.  Though  I  think  fhe 
has  miftaken  the  point,  fhe  (hews  a  virtue 
which  makes  her  refpe61:able.  The  queftion 
turned  upon  the  perfonal  generofity  or  avarice 
of  a  man,  whofe  private  fortune  is  immenfe. 
The  proofs  of  his  munificence  muft  be  drawn 
from  the  ufes,  to  which  he  has  applied  that 
fortune.  1  v/as  not  fpeaking  of  a  Lord  Lieute- 
nant 
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nant  of  Ireland,  but  of  a  rich  Englifh  duke, 
vvhofe  wealth  gave  him  the  means  of  doing  as 
much  good  in  this  country,  as  he  derived 
from  his  povi^er  in  another.  I  am  far  from 
wifhing  to  leflen  the  merit  of  this  fingle  be- 
nevolent  a6l:ion  ; — perhaps  it  is  the  more  con- 
fpicuous  from  {landing  alone.  All  I  mean 
to  fay  is,  that  it  proves  nothing  in  the  prefent 
argument. 

JUNIUS. 


LETTER    XLIIL 

,T0    THE     PRINTER     OF    THE     PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER. 

SIR,  19  O^toher^  1769. 

I  AM- well  aflured  that  Junius  will  never 
defcend  to  a  difpute  with  fuch  a  writer 
as  Modejlus  (whofe  letter  appeared  in  the 
Gazetteer  of  Monday)  efpecially  as  the  dif- 
pute muft  be  chiefly  about  words.  Notwith- 
flanding  tlie  partiality  of  the  public,  it  does 
not  appear  that  Junius  values  himfelf  upon 
any  fuperior  fkill  in  compofition,  and  I 
hope  his  time  will  always  be  more  ufefuUy 
employed  than  in  trifling  refinements  of 
verbal  criticifm.  Modejlus^  however,  fhall 
have  no  reafon  to  triumph  in  the  filence  and 
L  2  mode- 
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« 

moderation  of  Junius,  If  he  knew  -as  much 
of  the  propriety  of  language,  as  I  believe  he 
<  does  of  the  fa6b  in  queftion,  he  would  have 
'.been  as  cautious  of  attacking  Junius  upon  his 
compofition,  as  he  feems  to  be  of  entering 
into  the  fubjecl  of  it;  yet  after  all,  the  laft 
is  the  only  article  of  any  importance  to  the 
,  public. 

1  Do  not  wonder  at  the  unremitted  rancour 
wkh  which  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  his  ad- 
herents invariably  fpeak  of  a  nation,  which 
we  well  know  has  been  too  much  injured  to 
be  eafily  forgiven.  But  -why  muft  Junius  be 
an  Irifhman  ? — The  ahfurdity  of  his  writings 
'betrays  him, — Waving  all  confideration  of  the 
infult  offered  by  Modejius  to  the  declared  judg- 
ment of  the  people  (they  may  well  bear  this 
among  the  reft)  let  us  follow  the  feveral  in- 
ftances,  and  try  whether  the  charge  be  fairly 
Supported* 

First  then, — the  leaving  a  man  to  enjoy 
•fuch  repofe  as  he  can  find  upon  a  bed  of  tor- 
ture, is  fevere  indeed  ;  perhaps  too  much  fo, 
when  applied  to  fuch  a  trifler  as  Sir  William 
Draper ;  but  there  is  nothing  abfurd  either  in 
the  idea  or  expreffion.  Modejius  cannot  dif- 
tinguifh  between  a  farcafm  and  a  contradic-- 
tion. 

2.   I  A?" 
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5..  I  AFFIRM  with  Junha,  th:it  it  is  the 
frequency  of  the  fa61;,  which  aloiie  can  make 
us  comprehend  how  a  man  can  be  his  own 
enemy.  We  fliould  never  arrive  at-  the  com- 
plex idea  conveyed  by  thefe  words,  if  we  had 
only  it^w  one  or  two  inilances  of  a  man  ailing 
to  his  ov/n  prejudice.  Offer  the  propofition 
to  a  child,  or  a  man. unufcd  to  compound  his 
idea?,  and  you  will  foon  fee  how  little  either 
of  them  underf!and  you.  It  is  not  a  fimple 
idea  arifing  from  a  fmgle  fail,  but  a  very  com- 
plex idea  arifing  from  many  fads  weil-ob- 
lerved,  and  accuratdy  compared. 

3.  MoDESTUS  could  not,  without  great 
afFeibtion,  miOrake  the  meaning,  of  'Junius^. 
when  he  fpcaks  of  a  man  who  is  the  bitterefl 
tncmy  of  his  friends.  He  could  not  but 
know,  that  yiinius  fpokc,  not  of  a  falfe  or 
hollov/  friendiliip,  but  of  a  real  intention  to 
ferve,  and  that  intention  producing  the  worft 
effects  of  enmity.  Whether  the  defcription 
be  ftriclly  applicable  to  Sir  William  Draper 
is  another  queftion.  Junius  does  not. fay  that 
it  is  more  criminal  for  a. man  to  be  the  enemy 
of  his  friends  than  his  own,  though  he  might 
have  affirmed  it  with  truth.     In  a  moral  lio-ht 

o 

a  man  may  certainly  take  greater  liberties 
with  himfelf  than  with  another.  To  facrifice 
ourfelves  merely  is  a  weaknefs  we  may  indulge 
in,  if  we  think  proper,  for  we  do  it  at  our  own 
L  3  hazard 
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hazard  and  expence  ;  but,  under  the  pretence 
of  friendship,  ts  fport  with  the  reputation,  or 
facrifice  the  honour  oF  another,  is  fomething 
worfe  than  weaknefs  ;  and  if,  in  favour  of 
the  foolifli  intention,  we  do  not  call  it  a  crime^ 
we  muft  allow  at  leaft  that  it  arifes  from  an 
overweening,  bufy,  meddling  impudence, — 
'Junius  fays  only,  and  he  fays  fruly,  that  it  is 
more  extraordinary,  that  it  involves  a  greater 
contradiiSlion  than  the  other  ;  and  is  it  not  a 
maxim  received  in  life,  that  in  general  we  can 
determine  more  wifely  for  others  than  for 
curfelves  ?  The  reafon  of  it  is  fo  clear  in 
argument,  that  it  hardly  wants  the  confirma- 
tion of  experience.  Sir  William  Draper,  1 
confefs,  is  an  exception  to  the  general  rulej 
though  not  much  to  his  credit. 

4.  If  this  gentleman  will  go  back  to  his 
Ethicks,  he  may  perhaps  difcover  the  truth  of 
what  yunius  fays,  that  no  outward  tyranny  can 
reach  the  mind.  The  tortures  of  the  body 
mav  be  introduced  by  way  of  ornament  or 
jUuflration  to  reprefent  thofe  of  the  mind,  but 
ftriilly  there  is  no  fimilitude  between  thern. 
They  are  totally  different  both  in  their  caufe 
and  operation.  The  wretch,  who  fuffers  upon 
the  rack,  is  merely  paffive ;  but  when  the 
mind  is  tortured,  it  is  not  at  the  command  of 
any  outward  power.  It  is  the  fenfe  of  guilt 
which  conflitutes  the  puniibment,  and  creates 

that 
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that  torture  with  which  the  guilty  mind  ads 
upton  itfelf. 

5.  He  mirqu6tes  what  Jtinlus  hy^  of  con- 
fcience,  and  makes  the  fentence  ridiculoiiF, 
by  making  it  his  own* 

So  itiuch  for  compofition.  Now  for  hO.. — 
yunius  it  feems  has  miftaken  the  duke  of  Bed- 
ford. His  Grace  had  all  the  proper  feelings  of 
a  father,  though  he  took  care  to  fupprefs  the 
appearance  of  them.  Yet  it  was  an  occafion, 
one  would  think,  on  v/hich  he  need  not  have 
been  afhamed  of  his  grief; — on  which  lefs 
fortitude  would  have  done  him  more  honour. 
I  can  conceive  indeed  a  benevolent  motive  for 
his  endeavouring  to  aiilim.e  an  air  of  tranquil- 
lity in  his  own  family,  and  I  wifh  I  could 
difcover  any  thing,  in  the  reft  of  his  chara61erj 
to  juftify  my  affigning  that  motive  to  his  be- 
haviour. But  is  there  no  medium  ?  Was  it 
necefTary  to  appear  abroad,  to  ballot  at  the 
India-houfe,  and  make  a  public  difplay,  tho* 
it  were  only  of  an  apparent  infenfibility  ? — I 
know  we  are  treading  on  tender  ground,  and 
Junius^  I  am  convinced,  does  not  wifh  to  urge 
this  queflion  farther.  Let  the  friends  of  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  obferve  that  humble  fi- 
lence,  which  becomes  their  fituation.  They 
fhpyld  recollecl  that  there  are  ftiil  fome 
L  4^  faas 
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fa<as  *  In  llore,  at  which  human  nature  woulJ 
iliuililer.  I  Ihall  be  undeiftood  by  thofe  whonx 
it  concerns,  v/hcn  I  fay  that  thefe  h<ih  go  far- 
tlier  f  than  to  the  I>uke. 

It  is  not  incohfiflent  tofuppofe  that  a  man 
may  be  quite  indifferent  about  one  part  of  a 
charge;^  yet  feverely  ftung  with  another,  and 
though  he  feel5  no  remorfe,  that  he  may  wifli 
fby  be  revenged.  The  charge  of  infenfibility 
<:^rries  a  reproach  indeed^  but  na  danger  with 
\x. ■—^Junius  had  faid,  there  are  others  tvho 
woiil^i  affajjlnate.  Modeftus^  knowing  his 
man,  v/ill  nat  fuffer  the  infmuation  to  be 
divided,  but  fixes  it  all  upon  the  Duke  of 
Bedford. 

Without  determining  upon  what  evi- 
dence yunius  would  choofe  to  be  condemned^  I  will 
venture  to  maintain,  in  oppofition  to  Mo^ 
d^JiuSy.  or  to  Mr.  Rigby  (who  is  certainly  not 

*  The  Duke  had' an  inventory  taken  of  the  Mar- 
quT&''s  clothes,  fold  them  all,  and  pocketed  the  money  ; 
but  the  Marchionefs  gave  her  late  husband's  fervant  thfc 
value  of  them  out  of  her  ovv/n  pocket. 

f  When  the  incomparable  Marchlortefs  died,  the 
Bnchefs  of  Bedford,  her  mother  in  law,  had  ail  her 
wearing  apparel  fold,  and  put  the  money  in  her  pocket. 
In  a  fortnight  after  the  unfbrtu-natc  death  of  tlie  Mar- 
quis, his  mother  the  Duchel's  kad  a  route  at  Bedford 
Houfe. 

Modejius) 
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Modejlus)  or   any  other   of  the    Bloomfbury 
gang,  that  the  evidence  againft  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  is  as  flrong  as  any  prefumptive  evi- 
dence can  be.     It  depends  upon  a  combination 
of^  fa6ls  and  reafoning,  which  require  no  con-« 
iirmation  from  the  anecdote  of  the  Duke  of. 
Marlborough.     This  anecdote  was  referred  to 
merely  to  fliew  how  ready  a  great  man  may 
be   to  receive  a  great  bribe ;  and  if  Modejlus 
could  read  the  original,  he  would  fee  that  the 
expreffion,  only  not  ^rr^^f^^  was  probably  the 
only  one  in  our  language  that  exadtly  fitted" 
the  cafe.     The  bribe,  offered  to  the  Duke  of  < 
Marlborough,  was  not  refufed. . 

I  CANNOT  conclude  without  taking  notice 
af  this  honeft  gentleman's  learning,  and  wifh- 
ing  he  had  given  us  a  little  more  of  it;  When 
he  accidentally  foimd  himfelf  fo  near  fpeakiiig 
truth,  it  v/as  rather  unfair  of  him  to  leave  out 
the  non  potuiffe  refellL^  As  it  ftands,  the  pudet 
hccc  opprohria  may  be  divided  equally  between 
Mr.  Rigby  and  the  Duke  of  .Bedford.  Mr. 
Rigby,  I  take  for  granted,  will  afTert  his  na- 
tural right  to  the  modeftj^  of  the  quotation, 
and  leave  all  tlie  opprobrium  to  his  Grace.  . 

PHILO   JUNIUS, 
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LETTER    XLIV. 

TO     THE     PRINTER     OF     THE     PUBLIC    AD- 
VERTISER. 

SIR,  27  O£foberj.lj()(^.^ 

IT  is  not  wonderful  that  the  great  caufe, , 
in  which  this  country  is  engaged,  fliould 
have  roufed  and  engrofied  the  whole  atten- 
tion of  the  people.  I  rather  admire  the  ge- 
nerous fpirit,  with  which  they  feel  and  af- 
fert  their  intereft  in  this  important  quef- 
tion,  than  blame  them  for  their  indifference 
about  any  other.  When  the  conflitution  is 
openly  invaded,  when  the  firft  original  right 
of  the  people,  from  which  all  laws  derive 
their  authority,  is  diredtly  attacked,  inferior 
grievances  naturally  lofe  their  force,  and 
are  fuffered  to  pafs  by  without  pimifhment 
or  obfervation.  The  prefent  miniftry  are  as 
Angularly  marked  by  their  fortune,  as  by 
their  crimes.  Inftead  of  atoning  for  their 
former  condu6l  by  any  wife  or  popular  mea- 
furci  they  have  found,  in  the  enormity  of 
one  fa61:,  a  cover  and  defence  for  a  feries  of 
meafures,  which  muft  have  been  fatal  to  any 
other  adminiftration.  I  fear  we  are  too  re- 
JTiifs  in  obferving  tlie  whole  of  their  proceed- 
ings. 
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ings.  Struck  with  the  principal  figure,  we 
do  not  fufficiently  mark  in  what  manner, 
the  canvafs  is  filled  up.  Yetfurely  it  is  not 
a  Icfs  crime,,  nor  lefs  fatal  in  its  eonfequen- 
c^s,  to  encourage  a  flagrant  breach  of  the 
law  by  a  military  force,  than  to  make  ufe  of 
the  forms  of  parliament  to  deflroy  the  conflir.- 
tution. — The  miniflry  feem  determined  to 
give  us  a  choice  of  difHcukies,  and,  if  poiii- 
ble,  '  to  perplex  us  v/ith  the  multitude  of 
their  offences.  The  expedient  is  worthy  of 
the  Duke  of  Grafton.  But  though  he  has 
p;eferved  a  gradation  and  variety  in  his  mea- 
fures,  we  fhould  remember  that  the  principle 
is  uniform.  Didatcd  by  the  fame  fpirit, 
they  deferve  the  fame  attention.  The  follow- 
ing fa6]:,  though  of  the  mofl  alarm.ing  nature, 
has  not  yet  been  clearly  flated  to  the  public,, 
nor  have  the  ccnfequences  of  it  been  fufH- 
ciently  underflood.  Had  I  taken  it  up  at  an 
earlier  period,  I  fliould  have  been  accufed  of 
an  uncandid,  malignant  precipitation,  as  if 
I:  watched  for  an  unfair  advantage  againfl 
the  miniflry,  and  would  not  allow  them  a- 
reafonable  time  to  do  their  duty.  They  now 
Hand  without  excufe.  Inflead  of  employing- 
the  leifure  they  have  had,  in  a  flricTt  exami- 
nation of  the  offence,  and  punifhing  the  of- 
fenders, tliey  feem  to  have  confidered  that 
indulgence  as  a  fecurity  to  them,  that,  with 
a^little  time  and  managementj  the  whole  af- 
L  6  fair 
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fair  might  be  buried   ia  filence,  and  utterly 
forgotten..  ^^31 

A  Major  General  of  the  army  *  Is  arre{led 
by  the  flieriffs  officers  for.  a  confiderable  debt. 

He 

»  Major  General  Willtam  Gansell,  of  the 
55th  regiment.  He  was  a  great  connoifleur^  particu- 
larly in  paintings,  of  which  he  had  a  very  large  and  va- 
luable colle6lion  j  he  alfo  pofTefTed  a  very  confiderable 
cftste,  hefidcfs  the  emoluments  he  derived  from  hispro- 
fedion  ;  but  his  pafTion  for  paintings  greatly  embar- 
rafled  his  circumftances.  He  was  nephew  to  the  cele- 
brated Dr.  Ward>  who.  at  hJs  death,  December  1761,, 
left  him  all  tlie  money  ha  owed  him  by  bond  or  other- 
wife,  any  three  of 'his  pi6lures  the  General  fhould" 
choofe,  -andx)he  thoufand  pounds  trr  moneyi 

Saturday,. May  zi ft,  1770,  the.  following  order 
came  outto  the  brigade  of  guards.     Parole  Hounflow. 

B:-0.  His  Majefty  has  fignlfied  to  the  field  officer 
in  waiting,  that  he  has  been  acquainted  that  Serjeant' 
Bacon  of  the  firft  regiment,  and  Serjeant  Parke  of  the; 
Coldtiream  regiment  5  William  Powell,  William  Hart, 
jLimes  Potter,  and  Jofeph  Collins,  private  foldiers  in 
the.  firft  regiment'of  foot  guards,  were  nrore  or  lefs  con- 
cerned in  the  refcue  of  MsjoT  General  Ganfell,  in  Sep- 
tember laftj'the  King  hopes,  and  is  willing  to  believe, 
they  did  ngt  know  the  Major  General  was  arrefted,  and 
oply  thought  they  were  delivering  an  officer  in  dittrefs  j 
however  his  Majefty  commands,  that  they  iliould  be 
feverely  reprimanded  for  ailing  in  this  bufineft  as  they 
h'ave  done  5  and  ftri6l!y  orders  for  the  future,  that  no 
itoiit  c^mmilTiQlifed  ©Bxcer'or  foldier  do  prefume  to  in- 
T>..l  terfere 
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He  perfuadesr  them  to  condu61:  him  to  the 
Tilt-yard  in  St.  James's  Park,  under  fome 
pretence  of  bufmefs,  which  it  imported  him 
to  fettle  before  he  was  confined.  He  applies 
to   a  ferjeant,  not   immediately   on  duty,   to 

affiO^ 

fere  with  bailiffs,  or  arrefts,  on  any  account  or  pre- 
tence whatfoover,  the  crime  being  of  a  very  atrocious 
nature  ;  and  if  any  are  found  guilty  of  dilbbeying  this 
order,  they  will  be  moil  feverely  pvuniihed.  This  order 
to  be  read  immediately  at  the  head  of  every  c<)mnany  iu 
the  brigade  of  girards,  that  no  man  m:iy  plead  igno« 
ranee  for  tire  future. 


The  General  ftill  continuing  involved  in  debt,  five 
bailiFs,  two  Hydes,  Felthoufe,  Sly,  and  Reeves,  at  the 
fuit  of  Samuel  Lee,  a  furgeon,  went  on  the  z6th  of 
Auguft  1773,  to  arreft  him  at  his  apartments  in  Craven 
Street,  for  the  fum  of  of  134.I.  The  General  made  re- 
fiil^ance  on  being  attacked  in  his  own  apartments,  by 
firing  two  plftols  through  the  door,  but  the  bailiffs  broke 
in  upon  him,  and  carried  him  off.  On  the  i4thof.Sep* 
tember,  the  General  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  for  his 
life  for  firing  the  piftols.  The  bailiffs  fwore  what  they 
thought  r.eceffary  to  convift  him.  But  Mr.  Jul^ice 
Nares  obferved,  that  confidering  the  evidence  of.the  two 
Hydes  and  Felthoufe  by  itfeif,  without  at  all  looking  to 
what  the  evidences  for  the  General  had  fworn,  it  was  al- 
together improbable  and  contradI6lory,  and  pointed  out 
parts  of  it  which  could  not  pofiibly  be  believed.  The 
Jury  were  of  the  Judge's  opinion,  and  immediately 
brought  in  a  verdi«5l  of  Not  Guilty,  without  going  out  of 
Court.  The  General  in  his  defence  mentioned  that  h« 
)i ad  read  in  Blackftone's  Comraentaries,  that  an  Kng- 

lilhman*^ 
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affift  with  fome  of  his  companions  in  favour^ 
ing  his  efcape.  He  attempts  it.  A  buftle 
eiifues.  The  bailiffs  claim  tjieir  prifoiier, 
t  An  officer  of  the  guards,,  not  then  on  duty, 
takes  part  in  the  affair,  applies  to  the  J  lieu- 
tenant commanding  the  Tilt-yard  guard,„ 
and  urges  him  to  turn  out  his  guard  to  re- 
lieve a  general  oificer.  The  lieutenant  de- 
clines interfering  in  iJjerfon,  but  ftands  at  a 
diftance,  and  fuffers  the  bufmefs  to  be  done.;. 
Hie  officer  takes  upon  himfdf  to  order  out 
the  guard.  In  a  moment  they  are  in  arras, 
quit  their  guard,  march,  refcue  the  general, 
and  drive  away  the  fheriffs  officers,  vi^ho,.  in 
vain  reprefent  their  right  to  the  prifoiier,  and 
the  nature  of  the  arreft.  The  foldiers  firfl 
conduct  the  general  into  the  guard-room> 
then  efcort  him  toa'place  of  fafety,  Vi^ith  bay- 
onets fixed,  and  in  all  the  forms  of  military 

Ijfhman's  home  was  his  caftle,  and  that  he  had  lived  ir» 
the  apartments  in  which  he  was  attacked  thirty-eight 
years.  He  was  however  detained  upon  the  arreft,  and  ; 
committed  to  the  Fleet  Priibn,  where  he  died  fuddenly 
on  the  a8th  of  July  1774.  He  was  a  very  ftout  man, 
but  corpulent;  his  death  was  imputed  to  the. burfting 
of  a  blood  vefTd.  , 

-f  Lieutenant  DoDD. 

X  LjEiTTENANT  Garth,  now  a  Brigadier  Gene* 
iTttl  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  an  excellent  officer. 

triumph* 
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triumph.     I  will   not   enlarge  upon  the   va-- 
rious   circumftances   which   attended   this   a-, 
trocious   proceeding.       The    perlbnal    injury 
received  by  the  officers  of  the  law  in  the  exe- 
cution of  their  duty,  may  perhaps  be  atoned 
for  by  fome   private   compenfation.     I   CAn- 
fider  nothing  but  the  wound,  which  has  been 
given  to  the   law  itfelf,   to  which  no  reme- 
dy  has   been  applied,    no   fatisfa6tion   made. 
Neither   is    it   my   defign   to  dwell   upon  the 
mircond«6l  of  the  parties  concerned,  any  far- 
ther than  is  neceflary  to  fliew  the  behaviour 
of  the   miniftry   in   its   true   light.     I  would 
make  every  compaiHonate   allowance  for  the 
infatuation ,  of  the  prifoner,   the  falfe  and  cri- 
minal difcretion  of  one  officer,  and  the  mad- 
nefs  of  another.     I  would  leave  the  ignorant 
fpldiers  entirely  out  of  the  queftion.      They 
are  certainly  the  leaft  guilty,,  though  they  are 
the  only  perfons  who  have  yet  fufiered,  even 
in    the   appearance  of  punifhment.f .      The 
fa61:    itfelf,    however   atrocious,    is    not    the 
principal  point   to   be   confidered.     It  might 
have  happened  under  a  more  regular  govern- 
ment,   and    with,   guards    better    difciplined. 
than  ours.     The  m.ain  queftion  is,  in   what 
manner  have  the  miniftry.  addled  on  this   ex- 
traordinary occafion.     A  general  officer  caljs 
upon  th^  king's  own  guard,,  then  adlually  on 

f  Some  of  tbem  w^-e  confined. 

duty, 


23^"  lETTERS      OF 

ttutyj  to  refcuc  him  from  the  laws  of  his  coun- 
try ;  yet  In  this  moment  he  is  in  a  fituation 
no  worfe,  tlian  if  he  had  not  committed  an 
ofFcnce,  equally  ehormous  in  a  civil  and'mi-^ 
]itary  view. — A  lieutenant  upon  duty  defign- 
edly  quits  his  guard,  and  fufFers  it  to  be 
drawn  out  by  another  officer,  for  a  purpofe, 
which  he  well  knew  (as  we  may  colledl 
from  an  appearance  of  caution,  which  ^  only 
makes  his  behaviour  the  more  Criminal)  to 
Be  in  the  higheft  degree  illegal.  Has  this 
gentleman  been  called'  to  a  court  martial  to 
anfwer  for  his  condutSl  ?  No.  Has  it  been 
ccnfured  ?  No.  Has  it  been  in  any  fbape  en- 
quired into  ?  No. — Another-  lieutenant,  not 
upon  duty,  nor  even  in  his  regimentals,  is 
daring  dnough  to  order  out  the  king's  guard,' 
over  which  he  had  ^properly  no  command, 
and  engages  them  in  a  violation  of  the  laws 
of  his  country,  perhaps  the  mofl:  fmgular 
and  extravagant  that  ever  was  attempted — 
What  punrftiment  hzs  he  fufFered  ?  Literally 
none.,  Suppofmg  he  fhould  be  profecuted 
at  common  law  for  therefciie,  will  that  cir- 
cumftance,  from  which  the  minilh-y  can  de- 
rive no  merit,  excufe  or  juftify  their  fufFer- 
ing-  fo  flagrant  a  breach  of  military  difcipline 
to  pafs  by  unpuniihed,^  and  vmnoticed  ? 
Are  they  aw^re  of  the  outrage  offered  to  their 
fovereign,  when  his  own  proper  guard  is  or- 
dered out  to  flop  by  main  force  die  execu- 

tioa 
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tion  of  his  laws  ?  What  are  we  to  conclude 
from  fo  fcandalous  a  negle6t  of  their  duty, 
but  that  they  have  other  views,  which  can 
only  be  anfwered  by  fecuring  the  attachment 
of  the  guards  ?  The  minifter  would  hardly 
be  fo  cautious  of  offending  them,  if  he  did 
not  mean,  in  due  time,  to  call  for  their  af- 
fiftance. 

"With  refpe6l  to  the  parties  themfelves,  let 
it  be  obferved,  that  thefe  gentlemen  are  nei- 
ther young  officer?,  nor  very  young  men. 
Had  they  belonged  to  the  unfledged  race  of 
enfigns,  who  infefl  our  ftreets,  and  diftonour 
oi*r  public  places,  it  might  perhaps  be  fuf- 
licient  to  fend  them  back  to  that  difcipline, 
from  which  their  parents,  judging  lighdjr 
from  the  maturity  of  tlieir  vices,  had  re- 
moved them  too  foon.  In  this  cafe,  I  ani 
forry  to  fee,  not  fo  much  the  folly  of  youth, 
as  the  fpirit  of  the  corps^  and  the  connivance 
of  government.  I  do  not  qucftion  that  there 
are  many  brave  and  worthy  officers  in  the 
regiments  of  guards.  But  confidering  them 
as  a  corps,  I  fear,  it  will  be  found  that  they 
are  neither  good  foldiers,  nor  good  fubje6ls. 
Far  be  it  from  mc  to  infinuate  the  moft  dif- 
tant  reflecSlion  upon  the  army.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  honour  and  efteem  the  profeffion ; 
and  if  thefe  gentlemen  were  better  foldiers,,  I 
am  fure   they  would  be  better  fubje^ts..    It 

is 
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i5  not  that  there  is  any  internal  vice  or  de- 
fecSl  in  the  profeffion  itfelf,  as  regulated  in 
this  country,  but  that  it  is  the  fpirit  of  this 
particular  corps,,  to  defpife  their  profefTion, 
and  that  while  they  vainly  afTume  the  lead  of 
the  army,  they  make  it'matter  of  impertinent 
comparifon,  and  triumph  over  the  braveft 
troops  in  the  world  (I  mean  our  marching^ 
regiments)  that  they  indeed  fland,.  upon 
higher  ground,  and  are  privileged  to  neg- 
ledt  the  laborious  forms  of  military  difcipline 
and  duty.  Without  dwelling  longer  upon 
a  mojR:  invidious  fubjecl,,  I  fhall  leave  it  ta 
military  men,  who  have  feen  a  fervice  more 
aftive  than  the  parade,  to  determine  whether 
or  no  I  fpeak  truth. 

ITow  far  this  dangerous  fpirit  has  been  en-- 
couraged  by  government,  and  to  w^hat  per- 
nicious purpofes  it  may  be  applied  hereafter, 
v/ell  deferves  our  moffc  ferious  confideration. 
I  know  indeed,  that  when  this  affair  happened 
an  afteftati&n  of  alarm  ran  through  the  mini- 
ftry.  Something  muft  be  done  to  fave  ap- 
pearances. The  cafe  was  too  flagrant, to  be,- 
pafled  by  abfolutely  without  notice,.  But  how- 
have  they  a61:ed  ?  Inftead  of  ordering  the  offi- 
cers concerned,  (and  who,  flri6tly  fpeaking,. 
are  alone  guilty)  to  be  put  under;  arreft,  and 
brought  to  trial,  they  would  have  it  under- 
flcod,^  that  they  did  their,  duty  completely,  in 

con- 
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confining  a  ferjeant  and  four  private  foldiers, 
until  they  (hould  be  demanded  by  the  civil 
power ;  (o  that  while  the  officers,  who  ordered 
or  permitted  the  thing  to  be  done,  efcape 
without  cenfure,  the  poor  men  who  obeyed, 
thofe  orders,  who  in  a  military  view  are  no  way 
refponfible  for  what  they  did,,  and  who  for  that 
reafon  have  been  difcharged  by  the  civil  ma- 
giftrates,  are  the  only  objeci:s  v/hom  the  mini- 
flry  have  thought  proper  to  expofe  to  punifh- 
ment..  They  did  not  venture  to  bring  even 
thefe  men  to  a  court  martial,  becaufe  they 
knew  their  evidence  would  be  fatal  to  fome 
perfons,.  v;hom  they  were  determined  to  pro- 
tect. Otherwife,  I  doubt  not,  the  lives  of, 
thefe  unhappy,  friendlefs  foldiers,  would  long 
fmce  have  been  facrificed  v/ithout  fcruple,  to, 
^e  fecurity  of  their  guilty  officers. 

I  HAVE  been  accufed   of  endeavouring  to, 
enflame  the  paffions  of  the  people. — Let  me, 
now  appeal  to  their  underftanding.     If  there  ^ 
be  any  tool  of  adminiftration  daring  enough, 
to  deny  thefe  fadts,    or  fhamelefs  enough   to, 
defend  the  conduct  of  the   miniftry,   let   him 
come  forward.     I  care  not  under  what  title 
he  appears.     He  fhall  find  me  leady  to  main- 
tain the  truth  of  my  narrative,  and  thejuf- 
tice  of  my  obfervations  upon  it,  at  the  hazard: 
pf  my  utmotft  credit  with  the  public. 
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Under  the  moft  arbitrary  governments'^, 
the  common  adminiflration  of  jufticc  is  fuf- 
fered  to  take  its  courfe.  The  fubje6l,  though 
robbed  of  his  fhare  in  the  legiilature,  is  ftill 
proteibed  by  the  laws.  The  political  freedom 
of  the  Englifh  conftitution  was  once  the 
pride  and  honour  of  an  Engllfhman.  The 
civil  equality  of  the  laws  preferved  the  pro- 
perty, and  defended  the  fafety  of  the  fubje6t.;-- 
Are  thefe  glorious  privileges  the  birthright" 
of  the  people,  or  are  v^^e  only  tenants  at  the 
will  of  the  miniftry  ? — But  that  I  know 
there  is  a  fpirit  of  refiftance  in  the  hearts  of 
my  countrymen,  that  they  value  life,  not  by 
its  conveniencies,  but  by  the  independence 
and  dignity  of  their  condition,  I  fhould,  at 
this  moment,  appeal  only  to  their  difcretion. 
I  fhould  perfuade  them  to  baniih  from  their 
minds  all  memory  of  what  we  were  ;  I  fliould 
tell  them  this  is  not  a  time  to  remember  that 
we  were  Englifhmen  ;  and  give  it  as  my  laft' 
advice,  to  make  fome  early  agreement  with 
the  minifter,  that  fmce  it  has  pleafed  him  to 
rob  us  of  thofe  political  rights,  which  once 
diftinguifhed  the  inhabitants  of  a  country, 
where  honour  was  happinefs,  he  would  leave 
us  at  lead  the  humble,  obedient  fecurity  of 
citizens,  and  gracioufly  condefcend  to  prote6t 
lis  in  our  fubmiflion.. 

JUNIUS. 

LETTER 
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LETTER    XLV. 

-TO     THE     PRINTER    OF     THE     PUBLIC    AD- 
VERTISER. 

SIR,  November  14,    1769. 

TH  E  variety  of  remarks  which  have 
been  made  upon  the  laft  letter  of 
Junius^  and  my  own  opinion  of  the  writer, 
who^  whatever  may  be  his  faults,  is  cer- 
tainly not  a  weak  man,  have  induced  me  to 
examine,  with  fome  attention,  the  f«bjecl 
of  that  letter.  I  could  not  perfuade  myfelf 
that,  while  he  had  plenty  of  important  ma- 
terials, he  would  have  taken  up  a  light  or  tri- 
fling occafion  to  attack  the  miniftry ;  much 
lefs  could  I  conceive  that  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  ruin  the  officers  concerned  in  the  ref- 
cue  of  General  Ganfell,  or  to  injure  the  Ge- 
neral himfelf.  Thefc  are  little  objedls,  and 
'  can  no  way  contribute  to  the  great  purpofes 
he  feems  to  have  in  view  by  addreffing  him- 
felf  to   the    public. Without   confidering 

the  ornamented  ftile  he  has  adopted,  I  deter- 
mined to  look  farther  into  the  matter,  before 
I  decided  upon  the  merits  of  his  letter.  The 
firft  ftep  I  took  was  to  enquire  into  the  truth 
of  the  fadls  i  for  if  thefe  were  either  falfe  or 

mifre- 
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mifrcprefented,  the  moft  artful  exertion  ol" 
his  underftanding,  in  reafoning  upon  them-, 
would  only  be  a  difgrace  to  him.^-Now,  Sir, 
I  have  found  every  circumftance  flated  by 
Junius  to  be  literally  true.  General  Ganfell 
perfuaded  the  bailiffs  to  condu6l  him  to  the 
parade,  and  certainly  folicited  a  corporal 
and  other  foldiers  to  aflifl:  him  in  making  his 
efcape.  Captain  Dodd  *  did  certainly  apply  to 
Captain  Garth  for  the  ailiftance  of  his  guard. 
Captain  Garth  declined  appearing  himfelf, 
but  flood  aloof,  while  the  other  took  upon 
him  to  order  out  the  King's  guard,  and  by 
main  force  refcued  the  General.  It  is  alfo 
ftri<Stly  true,  that  the  General  was  efcorted  | 
by  a  file  of  mufqueteers  to  a  place  of  fecurity. 
— Thefc  are  fads,  Mr.  Woodfall,  which  I 
promife  you  no  gentleman  in  the  guards  will 
ieny.  If  all  or  any  of  them  are  falfe,  why 
are  they  not  contradicted  by  the  parties  them- 
felves  ?  However  fecure  againft  miiita'ry  cen- 
fure,  they  have  yet  a  chara»5ter  to  lofe,  and 
furely,  if  they  are  innocent,  it  is  not  beneath 
them  to  pay  fome  attention  to  the  opinion  of 
the  public. 

The  force  of  'Junius' %  Obfervations  upon 
thefe  fa6ts  cannot  be  better  marked,  than  by 

*  Dodd  and  Garth,  though  only  lieutenants,  had 
captains  rank.  All  the  lieutenants  of  the  Guards  have 
captains  rank. 

ftating 
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flating   and    refuting    the    obje(9aons    which 
have  been  made  to  them.     One  writer  fays, 
*'  Admitting  the  officers  have  offended,  thejr 
"  are   puniihable  at   common   law,  and   wili 
"  you  have  a  Britifli  fubjeil  punifhed  tv/ice 
'*'  for    the    fame    offence  ?" — I   anfwer  that 
they  have  committed  two  offences,  both  very 
enormous,    and    violated   two    laws.       The 
refcue  is   one   offence,   the  flagrant  breach  of 
difcipline   another,   and  hitherto   it   does   not 
appear  that  they  have  been  punifhed,  or  even 
cenfured     for     either.      Another    gentleman 
lays  much  ftrefs  upon  the  calamity  of  the  cafe, 
and    inftead    of   difproving  fa<Si:s,  appeals  at 
once  to  the  compaffion  of  the  public.     This 
idea,  as  well  as  the  infmOation,  that  depriving 
the  parties  of  their  co?mniJJion5  would  be  an  injury 
to  their  creditors^  can  only   refer  to  General 
Ganfell.      The  other  officers  are   in  no  dif- 
trefs,  therefore  have  no  claim  to  compaffion, 
nor  does  it  r.ppear,  that  their  creditors,  if  they 
have  any,  are  more  likely  to  be  fatisfied  by 
their   continuing   in   the   guards.       But  this 
fort  of  plea   will    not    hold    in    any   fhape. 
Compaffion  to  an  offender,    who  has  grofsly 
violated  the  laws,  is  in  effecSb  a  cruelty  to  the 
peaceable   fubjedt    who   has    obferved   them  ; 
and,  even  admitting  the  force  of  any  alleviat- 
ing cjrcumftances,    it    is    neverthelefs    true, 
that,    in   this    inftance,  the   royal  compaffion 
has  interpofed  too  foon.     The  legal  and  pro- 
per 
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per  mercy  of  a  King  of  England  may  remit 
the  punilhment,   but  ought  not  to    ibp   the 

triaJ. 

Besides  thefe  particular  obje^iions,  there 
has  been  a  cry  raifed  againft  Junius  for  his 
malice  and  injuftice  in  attacking  the  mini- 
ftry  upon  an  event,  which  they  could  neither 
hinder  nor  forefee.  This,  I  mufi  affirm,  is 
a  falfe  reprefentation  of  his  argument.  He 
lays  no  ftrefs  upon  the  event  itfelf,  as  a 
ground  of  accufation  againft  the  miniftry, 
but  dwells  entirely  upon  their  fubfequent 
condu£l:.  He  does  not  fay  that  they  are  an- 
fwerable  for  the  offence,  but  for  the  fcandal- 
ous  negle6l  of  their  duty,  in  fuffering  an  of- 
fence, fo  flagrant,  to  pafs  by  without  notice 
or  inquiry.  Suppofing  them  ever  fo  regard- 
lefs  of  what  they  owe  to  the  public,  and  as 
indifferent  about  .  the  opinion  as  they  are 
about  the  interefts  of  their  country,  what  an- 
fwer,  as  officers  of  the  crown,  will  they  give 
to  Junius^  when  he  afks  them,  Are  they  aware 
of  the  outrage  offered  to  their  Sovereign^  when 
-  his  own  proper  guard  is  ordered  out  to  ftop^  by 
main  foree^  th€  execution  of  his  laws  f — And 
when  we  fee  a  miniftry  giving  fuch  a  ftrange 
unaccountable  protedtion  to  the  officers  of^ 
the  guards,  is  it  unfair  to  fufpe(Sl,  that  they^ 
have  fome  fecret  and  unwarrantable  motives 
for  their  condud  ?  If  they  feel  themfelves  in- 
jured 
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jured  by  fuch  a  rufpicion,  why  do  d:cy  not 
immediately  clear  themfelves  from  it,  by 
doing  their  duty?  P'br  the  honour  of  the 
guards,  I  cannot  help  exprefTing  another  fuf- 
pidion,  that  If  the  commanding  officer  had  not 
received  a 'fecret  injunction  to  the  contrary^ 
he  would,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  "of  his  bufi- 
ilefs,  have  applied  for  a  court  martial  to  try 
the  two  fubaltefns;  the  one  for  quitting  his 
guard— the  other  for  taking  upon  him  the 
command  of  the  guard,  and  employing  it  in 
the  manner  he  did.  I  do  not  mean  to  enter 
into  or  defend  the  feverity,  with  whichyunius 
treats  the  guards.  On  the  contrary,  I  will 
fuppofe  for  a  moment,  that  they  deferve  a 
very  different  character.  If  this  be  true,  in 
■what  light  will  they  confider  the  conduct: 
of  the  tv^^b  fubalterns,  but  as  a  general  re- 
proach and  difgrace  to  the  whole  corps  ?  And 
will  they  not  wifh  to  fee  them  cenfured  in  a 
military  way,  if  it  wdre  only  for  the  credit 
and  difcipllne  of  the  regiment. 

Upon  the  whole.  Sir,  the  Miriiftry  Teem 
to  me  to  have  taken  a  very  improper  ad-* 
vantage  of  the  good-nature  of  the  public, 
whofe  humanity,  they  found,  confidered  no- 
thing in  this  affair  but  the  diflrefs  of  General 
Ganfell.  They  would  perfuade  us  that  it  was 
only  a  common  refcue  by  a  few  diforderly 
foldiers,   and  not    the  formal   deliberate  a6l 

Vol.  I.  M  of 
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of  the  king's  guard,  headed  by  an  officer,  and 
the  public  has  fallen  into  the  deception.  I 
think,  therefore,  we  are  obliged  to  Junius  for 
the  care  he  has  taken  to  enquire  into  the 
fadis,  and  for  the  juft  commentary  with  which 
he  has  given  them  to  the  world. — For  my 
own  part,  I  am  as  unwilling  as  any  man  to 
Joad  the  unfortunate ;  but,  really,  Sir,  the 
precedent,  with  refpe6l  to  the  guards,  is  of  a 
mod  important  nature,,  and  alarming  enough 
{confidering  the  confequences  with  which  it 
may  be  attended)  to  deferve  a  parliamen- 
tary enquiry:  when  the  guards  are  daring 
enough,  not  only  to  violate  their  own  difci- 
pline,  but  publicly  and  with  the  moft  atro- 
cious violence  to  flop  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  and  when  fuch  extraordinary  offences 
pafs  vi*ith  impunity,  believe  me.  Sir,  the 
precedent  flrikes  deep. 

PHILO  JUNIUS. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    XLVL 

T  O     J  U  N  I  U  S. 

SIR, 

YO  U  challenge  any  tool  of  adminiflra- 
tion  to  defend  the  condu6l  of  miniftry. 
I  accept  of  your  challenge,  though  it  is  not 
addrefled  to  me.  I  am  no  tool  of  admini- 
ftratlon,  but  your  equal,  Junius,  perhaps 
your  fuperior  »in  every  thing  that  may  become 
a  man.  I  dcfire,  for  judges  o^  the  contefl, 
juftice,  candour,  and  impartiality — I  dare 
you  to  your  uttermoft,  and  if  I  do  not  make 
you  appear  in  the  eyes  of  all  reafonable  men, 
as  contemptible  as  you  defervc  to  be,  let  the 
fcorn  be  transferred  to  myfelf. 

You  fay  you  will  defend  the  truth  of  your 
narrative,  and  the  juftice  of  your  obferva- 
tions,  at  the  rif!<  of  your  "  iiUnoJl  credit.** 
The  rifk  is  fmall,  but  it  is  all  you  have,  and 
therefore  I  take  you  at  your  vi'ord.  Eadls 
that  come  from  Junius  are  liable  to  fufpi- 
cion ;  but  here  he  is  fupported  by  public 
fame.  All  the  fa61s  in  your  tedious  narrative 
I  have  heard  before;  and  the  only  new  in- 
M  2  forma- 
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formation  you  have  given  the  puVlic  is^, 
that  one  of  the  ofticers  engaged  in  this  affaor 
mas  not  in  regimentals.  But  though  I  have 
heard  all,  ak'd  am  probabty  iiacHr.ed  to  believe 
that  the  greateft  part  is  true,  I  w^ould  not  be 
underftood  to  vouch  for  awy.  On  the  other 
hand,  Twill  not  imitate  you,  and  aflert  vi'hen 
I  cannot  prove.;  let  the  fa6t  therefore  be 
thrown  out  of  difpute,  till  it  is  better  afcer- 
tained,  and  let  the  juftice  of  your  obferva* 
tlons  be  my  prefcnt  fubjetSi. 

"^CrU  aceUfc  ?thc  tninifler  of  a  crime,  in 
relation  to  the  arreft  of  a  general  officer:  I 
afk  you  what  that -crime  is  ?  Had  he  fcreened 
and  protecSled  an  officer  of  the  higheft  rank 
from  juftice,  I  could  have  underftood  you, 
and  the  cafe  would  have  bcen-truly  alarming  ; 
'but  were  you  to  fay  fo,  the  falfehood  would 
be  confuted  by  the  perfonal  knowledge  of 
all  men.  Tender  of  the  regular  execution  of 
juftice,  the  minifter  interpofed  ^beyond  his 
province  in  fupport  of  it ;  I  fay,  beyond  his 
province  ;  and  had  your  judgment  been  equal 
to  your  ^malice,  you  would  have  accufed  him 
of  interfering  in  the  execution  of  the  law, 
without  being  required  by  the  civil  power. 
You  do  not  fee  where  you  attempt  to  lead  a 
.deluded  people.  If  you  had  known  the  con- 
ftitution,  if  you  ferloully  meant  it  well,  you 
never  would  have  made  it  a  crime  in  the  mi- 
nifter 
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miter  that  he  did  not  do  more;  you  might, 
with  fome  appearance,  have  blamed  him  for- 
interppfing  ataii. 

Yet  even  then,  his  crime  would 'have  been 
a  zeal,  perhaps  an  officious  zeal,  to  fecure 
criminals, .  who,  by  their  low  rank  and  fitua- 
tion,  might  be  naturally  fufpe^led -of  a  defign 
to  withdraw  themfelves  from  jullice.  But 
you  (?.y  this  was  only  to  fa ve  appearances  ; 
and  your  proof  is,  that  the  oiEcers  were  not. 
fecured.  The  oiHsers  were  not  iecirred,  be- 
caufe  ther-e  v/as  no  fear  of  their  running  a- 
way.  They  are  frill  open  to  a  profecution  ; 
and  if  the  fphit  of  the  times  is  fuch,.  thatn'o 
indulgence  can  be  given  for  an  offence  fo 
common,  and  generally  confidered^as  a  venial 
one,  let  the  utmojl:  feverity  of  the  law  be  ex- 
erted againft  them  ;  and  I  couldwifh  it  were 
exerted  againft  many  other  greater  offenders. 

It  would,  perhaps,  be  unjufl  to  accufe  you 
of  enforcing  the  enormity  of  the  crime  from 

enmity   to   the   criminal^,-     I-  am   certain   it 

J. 

would  be  ridiculous  to  fuppofe  you  eiiforCed 
it  from  refpeft  to  the  laws..  But  a  minifler 
was  to  be  wounded  ;  and  provided  this  could 
be  done,  no  matter  through  wliofe  Tide  the 
weapon  ftradk. .  t  db:  not  -dwell  oil  the  bar- 
barity of  attempting  to  loa^  the  unfortunate. 
You. tell  a  generous  na^iion,  that  the  principal 
M.  3  perfou 
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peiTon  concerned  is  in  ao  worfe  fituatlon  than 
it  he  had  not  committed  the  offence ;  but 
you  take  care  to  lead  its  attention  from  v.hat 
his  fituation  is.  You  dare  not  venture  to 
cxpofc  to  the  companion  of  a  generous  na- 
tion, a  man  of  fome  rank,  ruined,  and  in 
prifon ;  and  you  prcfent  no  objects  but  fuch 
as  are  calculated  to  inflame  ;  when  humanity 
fhould  have  prompted  you  to  prefent  the  moft 
proper  to  extenuate, 

Ws  know  what  the  common  law  decrees 
in  ofl^'ences  of  this  nature  ;  and  it  requires  not 
the  help  of  Junius  to  execute  its  decrees.    But 
he  fays  the  offenders  iliould  be  punifhed  alfo 
by  military   law.      Perhaps,   in   rigour,   they 
fhould  :    but  are  we  only  to  liften  to  the  voice 
of  feverity  ?    And    is    Junius  the   m.an   who 
bids  us  (hut  our  ears  to  indulgence  ?  Where 
was  his  zeal  for  the  law  when  the  peace  of 
this  capital  was  difturbed  by  a  lawlefs  mob  ? 
And;  why  did  not  Junius  arraign  the  condu 
of  a   minifter,   whofe  lenity    overlooked   the 
rnofl  grofs  infult  that  ever  was  offered  to  or- 
der ?   When  the  king  was,  in  a  manner,  bcr 
ficged  in  his  palace,   a  compaiHonate  refpe6l 
for  the  delufion  of  a  multitude  withheld  ^hat^^^- 
exertion  of  power  which  the  law  authorifed,  aHj 
Did   Junius  then   ftand   forth   the   champion        \\ 
of  his  outraged  fovercign  ?    No,  he    dignihed 
the   infult    with    an   honourable    name,    and 

branded 
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branded  the  lildderatlon  of  governmeirt  wnth 
St  name  of  infamy.  But  let  two  Inconfidera- 
ble  oificcrs,  from  inconfideraie  regard  to  oi>a 
of  fuperior  rank,  affift  him  to  efcape  from 
a  bailifF,  and  Junius  is  immediately  in  arms. 
The  confti'tution  is  already  ruined,  and  pri- 
vate property  is  no  longer  fecure.  What  if 
the  king  only  delays  that  military  punifh- 
ment,  which  yoti  a-re  fo  anxious  to  have  in- 
ilicled,  only  to  fecure  the  creditors  payment  ? 
If  thefe  people  are  broke,  the  debt  is  loft. 
But  were  the  king  and  his  miniflers  to  ?.€t 
w^ith  the  p.urity  and  the  witdom  of  angels, 
your  heart  would  find"  fomething  amifs,  and 
your  paultry  intcreft  of  a  day  would  compel 
you  to  utter  your  cenfure. 

Blindness  herfelf  muft  fee  through  the 
purpofe  of  the  invidious  comparifon  you  draw 
between  the  guards  and  the  marching  regi- 
ments. Divide  et  impera^  is  a  maxim  you 
underfland :  but  happily  for  this  nation,  you 
ai^e  but  a  bungler  in  the  application  of  it. 
The  guards  defpife  your  malicious  invedives, 
as  the  reft  of  the  army  do  your  infidious  enco- 
miums. You  {?iy^  the  minifter  is  tender  of 
the  guards,  bccaufe,  in  due  time,  he  will  make 
ufe  of  them.  I  hope,  if  the  conftitution  is 
attacked,  not  oi<ily  they,  but  every  good  fub- 
je6tin  the  kingdom  will  ftand  up  in  its  de- 
fence. But  you  will  not  fucceed  in  your  de- 
M  4  figa' 
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(jgO  to.  make  your  party  begin  that  attack,  by 
persuading  them  that  force  may  be  firft  em- 
ployed againft  themfelves.  The  experienced 
l.er)ity  of  government  is  proof  againft  your 
(edition,  and  though  your  dcfperation  would 
inv.olve  all  in  ruin,  you  will  not  finda/)<^r^ 
difpofed  to  fupport  "ypu.- 

To  conclude  :  your  letter 4s  a.dull  inve<5live. 
The  ftory  you  tell  has  neither  the  charm  of 
jQDveltyy  or  fpirit  to  recommend  it.  The 
confequences .  you  draw  from  an  incidejit, 
which  you  admit  to  be  a  very  common  one, 
are  as  abfurd  as  they,  are  malicious.  And  in 
your  preface  and  peroration,  you  refemble 
thofe  termagent  women,  who,  whilll  they 
are  tearing  out  the  eyes  of  a  hufband  who  . 
does  not_defend  himfelf,  never  ceafe  the  cry 
of  murde/, 

MODESTUS, 
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TO       J   U  N  I  U  S.  . 

SIR, 

THREE  weeks  are  elapfed  finGe  you  fa-- 
voured  the  public  with  an  eflay  on  the  • 
arrcft  of  a  general  officer.  .  You  wrefled  the 
circumftances  wiih  which  It' was  attended, 'in- 
to a  crim(^  agalnft  adminitlration.     You  told 
the   ftory   in   your,  owa  way ;  you   reafoned  . 
ypon  it  in.  your  own  way  alfo  ;    you    abufed, 
you  praifed,.  you   challenged,    and  you  con- 
cluded.    In  all  thisy  it  would  be  difficult  .to 
decide,  whether  the  inveteracy  of  your  nia-f 
lice,  the  abfurdit^  of  your  argument,  the  bar- 
barity of  your  intention,  or   the:    dulnefs   o( 
your,    ilile    and^  compofition,    appeared   moft . 
confpicuous. 

But)  Sir,  wa-v4ng  tlie  reft,  you  challenged, 
and  thefe  are  the  precife  terms  of  your  defi- 
ance :  *  I  have  been  aocufed  of  cndcavouriiio: 
'*  to  inflame  tlie  paffions  of  the  people,  .fc/ 

Two  days  after  your  letter  made  its  ap- 
pearance in  the  Public  Advertifer,  an  anfwer 
to  it  appeared'  in  the   Gazetteer,'  in^  which 
M  5  your 
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your  challenge  was  accepted  in  the  followmg 
words  :  *  You  challenge  any  tool  of  admi- 
'  nitration  to  defend  the  conduct  of  the  mi~ 

*  niftry  ;  I  accept  of  your  challenge,  though 
'  It  is  not  addrcfled  to  me.     I  am  no  tool  of 

*  adminlftratlon,     but     your    equal,    Junius, 

*  perhaps   your  fupcrior,  in  every  thing  that 

*  may  become  a  man»  I  defire  for  judges 
'  of  the  contefl,  jufticc,  candour,  and  impar- 
*'  tiality.     I  dare  you  to  the  uttermoftj  and 

*  if  I  do  not  make  you  appear,  in  the  eyes  of 

*  all  rcafonable  men,  as  contemptible  as  you 
*■  delerve  to  be,  let  the  fcorn  be  transferred 
'  (o  myfelf.* 

Wpiat  is  the  reafony  Jimius^  t)iat  you 
have  hitherto  taken  no  notice  of  th^t  letter  ? 
The  author  of  it,  too  candid  to  affirm  what 
he  could  not  immediately  prove,  fuppofed,  in 
his  argument,  your  narrative  to  be  true ;  and 
even  on  that  fuppofition,  he  demonflrated 
your  obfervJttions  not  only  unjuft,  but  in- 
coniiftent,  even  to  abfurdity.  But  if  he  could 
not  with  certain  knowledge  deny  the  fa(5t, 
he  doubted  it ;  he  told  you  fo  ;  and  in  the 
belief  that  no  man  would  give  a  formal  chal- 
lange  without  purfuing  it^  he  has  enquired 
into  the  truth  of  that  fa£b.  He  tells  you  now, 
and  will  maintain  it  at  the  utmoft  hazard  of 
his  credit  with  the  public,  that  your  narrative 
is  no  kfe  falfc  than  your  obfervations  are  fal- 
lacious. 
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laclous.  It  Is  falfe  (for  inftance)  that  the 
general  officer  applied  to  a  ferjeant,  not  on 
duty,  to  favour  his  efcape.  It  is  falfe,  that 
the  officer  of  the  guard  flood  at  a-diftance, 
and  fufFered  the  bufinefs  to  be  done.  He  was 
fpoken  to  by  the  other  officer  in  the  coffee- 
houfe,  and  he  not  only  declined  interfering 
in  perfon,  but  flatly  refufed  his  affiftance  di- 
redliy  or  indirectly.  He  did  more  :  he  dif- 
fuaded  his  brother  officer  from  his  intention^ 
and  believed  he  had  prevailed.  His  only 
faidt  was,  being  the  dupe  of  the  other's  ap- 
parent repentance,  who  left  the  coffee-houfc, 
as  if  he  intended  to  proceed  no  farther  in  the 
attempt;  and  took  the  opportunity  to  apply 
to  fome  foldiers  of  the  guard,  while  the  offi- 
cer who  commanded  it  remained  at  the  cof- 
fee-houfe.  It  is  falfe  that  the  guard  was 
turned  out,  or  under  arms.  And  it.  is  a 
moft  malicious  ccnftruiSHon  of  the  fairefl 
Gondu6>,  to  blame  adminiftration,  becaufe  thcfc 
gentlemen  have  not  been  punifhed  by  mili- 
tary law. 

The  truth,  is,  that  it  was  propofed  to  try 
the  offenders  by  military  law,  immediately 
after  the  offence  was  committed;  but,  in  a 
■  confultation  with  the  civil  magiftrate,  it  was 
judged  improper,,  left  a  military  trial  fhould 
prejudge  the  action,  now  depending,  and  in 
wiiich  the  offenders  are  at  prefent  under  baili 
M  6  A  fair 
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A  fair  trial  is  the  right  of  every  Engllfhrnrtn^.. 
whatever  offence  he  may  be  guilty  of.  Our 
tivil  rights  are  our  moft  precious  blefiings  ; 
and  our  form  of  trial  is  the  bulwark  of  thefe 
rights  ;  and,  Sir,  you  contradi<Sl  the  princi- 
ples you  profefs,  when  you  endeavour  to  fe£ 
up  martial,  in  oppofition  to  common  law, 
and  give  that  the  lead  which  ought  to  follow. 
Had  thefe  gentlemen  been  firft  tried  by  mili- 
tary lav/,  the  evidences  brought  before  a  court 
martial  muft  have  been  afterwards  examined 
in  the  courts  of  law ;  but  witnefTes  already 
examined  upon  oath,  according  to  the  arbi^ 
trary  proceedings  of  a  court  martial,  cannot 
be  unexceptionable  in  a  fubfequent  civil  ac- 
tion. Their  evidence,  however  extorted^ 
would  awe  them  to  conceal,  or  difguife  the 
truth,  which  our  form  of  civil  trial  is  fo  well 
calculated  to  difcover.  And  you,  Junius,  a 
patriot,  and  'an  afTertor  of  the  rights  of  Eng- 
iifhraen,  would  have  declaimed  and  exclaim  - 
^d,  with  fome  appearance  of  juftice,  againft 
the  procee4ings  of  a  court  martial,  which 
fhould  have  deprived  thefe  officers  of  that  fair 
and  legal  trial  which  they  have  a  right,  as 
Englifhmen,  to  demand.    • 


Our  military  laws  prefcribe  the  punifti- 
ment  of  cafhiering  for  offences  of  this  na- 
ture. But  how  is  this  crime  to  be  proved? 
Only  by  the  verdid  of  a  jury  In  a  civil  ac* 

tion  I 
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tIon;'and  the  judgment  upon  it  is  evidence 
of  recprd  ia  the  rubfequent  court  martial : 
but  thefe  are  matters  of  which  you  are  igno- 
rant. You, go  on  in  your  old  method,  to 
clap  the  cart  before  the  horfe  ;  and  you 
would  have  punifhed  by  military  law,  an. 
oiFence  v/hich  military  law  cannot  take  cog- 
nizance of,  until  it  has  been  legally  found; 
one  by  the  verdi6t  of  a  jury.  Thus,  blind- 
ed by  your  paffion,  or  unacquainted  with  the 
conftitution,  ,  you  would  overturn  .  it,  to 
wreck  your  refentment  againft  a  mini'ftry, 
which,,  in  this  inftance  at  leaO-,  has  a(Sled  in 
its  txueft  fpirit. 

It  is  time,  Junius,  you  fhould  think  of 
the  challenge  you  gave.  I  know  you  to  be 
flow,  and  1  h:ive  not  hurried  you. 

MQDESTUS, 


LETTER 
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LETTER    XLVIIL 

TO    THE    PRINTER    OF     THE      PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER,   - 


SI  R, 


J5  Nov,  1769^ 


I  ADMIT  the  claim  of  a  gentleman,,  who 
publishes  In  the  Gazetteer  under  the 
name  of  Modcjlus.  He  has  fome  right  to  ' 
expe£^  an  anfwer  from,  me  ;•  though,  I  think, 
not  fo  much  from  the  merit  or  importancs  ' 
of  his  obje6tions,  as  from  my  own  volun-  . 
tary  engagement.  I  had  a  reafon  for  not 
taking  notice  of  him  fooner,  which,  as  he  is 
a  candid  perfon,  I  believe  he  will  think  fuffir 
cient.  In  my  firft  letter,  I  took  for  granted, 
from  the  time  which  had  elapfed,  that  there 
was  no  intention  to  cenfure,,  nor  even  to  try 
the  per fons  concerned  in  the  refcue^  of  Gene- 
ral Ganfell ;  but  Modejfus  having  fince  either 
affirmed,  or  flrongly^  infmuated,  that  the  of- 
fenders might  ftill  be  brought  to  a  legal  trial,, 
any  attempt  to  prejudge  the  caufe,  or  to  pre- 
judice the  minds  of  a  jury,  or  a  court  mar- 
tial, would  be  highly  improper. 

A  MAN,  more  hoftile  to  the  miniftry  than, 
I  am,  would-  not  fo  often,  rjemind  them  of 

their 
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their  duty.  If  the  Duke  of  Grafton  will  not 
perform  the  duty  of  his  ftation,  why  is  he 
minifter  ? — I  will  not  defcend  to  a  fcurrllous 
altercation  with  any  man  :  but  this  is  a  fub- 
jecSl  too  important  to  be  paflcd  over  with  fi- 
lent  indifFercnee.  If  the  gentlemen,  whofe 
conduct  is  in  queftion,  are  not  brought  to  a 
trial,  the  Duke  of  Grafton  fhall  hear  from, 
me  again. 

The  motives  on  which  I  am  fuppofed  to 
have  taken  up  this  caufe,  are  of  little  import- 
ance, compared  with  the  fa^ls  themfelves, 
and  the  obfcrvations  I  have  made  upon  them. 
Without  a  vain  profeiTion  of  integrity,  which, 
in  thefe  times  might  j.uftly  be  fufpedled,  I 
{liall  fhew  myfelf  in  effeft  a  fi-Iend  to  the  in- 
tcrefts  of  my  countrymen,  and  leave  it  to 
them  to  determine,,  whether  I  am  moved  by 
a  perfonal  malevolence  to  three  private  gen- 
'tlemen,  or  merely  by  a  hope  of  perplexing 
tlife  miniftry,  or  whether  I  am  animated  by  a 
juft  and  honourable  purpofe  of  obtaining  a 
fatisfa(5lion  to  the  laws  of  this  country, 
equal,  if  pofTible,  to  the  violation  they  have 
fuftered, 

JUNIUS. 
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TO- HIS    GRACE    TH>r  DUKE-OF    GRAFTON.  , 

MY    LORD,  .  2gMv,  176^' 

THOUGH  my  opinion  of  youn 
Grace's  integrity  was  but  little  affe(5^ed 
by  the  coynefs  with  which  you  received 
Mr.  Vaughan's  propofaTs,  I  confefs  T  give 
you  fome  credit  for  .your  difcretion.  You 
had  a  fair  opportunity  of  difplaying  a  certain 
delicacy,  of  which  you  had  not  been  fuf- 
pff(Sled  ;  and  you  were  in  the  right  to  make 
ufe  of  it.  By  laying  in  a  moderate  ftock  of 
reputation,  yoa  uadoiubtedly  meant  to  pro- - 
vide  for  the  future  neceffities  of  your  ch4-  - 
ra6i:er,  that  with .  an  honourable  refiftance 
iipou;  record,  you  might  Mdy  indulge  your 
genius,  and  yield  to  a  fliyourite  inclination  >, 
with  fecurity.  .  But  you  have  difcovered  your 
purpofes  too  foon  ;  and,,  indead  of  the  mo-. 
deft  referve  of:  virtue,  have  fhewn  us  the 
termagent  chaftity  of  a  prude,,  who  gratifies 
her  paffions  with  diftincSlion,- .and  profecutes  ■ 
one  lover  for  a  rape,  vvhile  ihe  folicits  the 
lewd  embraces  of  another. 
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Your  cheek  turns-pale;  for  a  guilty  con-. 
fcience  tells  you,  you  are- undone. — Come 
forward,  thou. virtuous  minifter,  and  tell  the 
world  by  what  intereft  Mfi  Hine  has  been 
recommended  to  To  extraordinary  a  mark  of 
his  Majefty's  favour ;  what  was  the  price  of 
the  patent  he  has  bought,  and  to  what  ho- 
nourable purpofe  the  purchafe-money  has 
been  applied.  Nothing  lefs  than  many  thou- 
fands  could  pay  Colonel  Burgoyne's  expences- 
at  Preiton  *.  Do  you  dare  to  profecute  fuch 
a  creature  as  Vaughan,  while  you  arc  bafe- 
ly  fetting  up  the  Royal  Patronage  to  auc-. 
tion?  Do  you  dare  to  complain  of  an  attack 
upon  your  own  honour,  while  you  are  felling 
the  favours  of  the  crown,  to  raife  a  fund  for 
corrupting  the  morals  of  the  people  ?  And, 
do  you  think  it  poilible  fuch  enormities  fhould 
efcape  without  impeachment  ?  It<  is  indeed 
highly  your  intereft  to  maintain  the  prefent, 
houfe  of  commons.  Having  fold  the  nation 
to  you  in  grofs,  they  will  undoubtedly  protect: 
you  in ,  the  detail  ;  for  while  they  patronize 
your  crimes,  they  feel  for  their  own. 

JUNIUS* 

*  Expences  of  his  eleftion  there.  The  CGlonel 
brought  in  his  light  dragoons  to  his  afTidance,  and 
Prefton  Teemed  like  a  towa, taken  by  ftorni.  For  his 
behaviour  at  this  eleftion  a  fuit  was  brought  againft 
hjin,  and  he  was  fined  loool, 

L  E  T  T^  E  R 
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TO    HIS    GRAC£    tUE    DUKE    OF    GRAFTON^, 


MY    LORD, 


12  Dec,  1769, 


I  FIND  with  Tome  furprlfe,  that  you  are 
not  fupported  as  you  deferve.  Your 
moft  determined  advocates  have  fcruples 
about  them,  which  you  are  unacquainted 
with  ;  and,  though  the/e  be  nothing  toa 
hazardous  for  your  Grace  to  engage  in,  there 
are  fome  thing?  too  infamous  for  the  vileft 
proftitute  of  a  news-paper  to  defend.  In 
what  other  manner  fhall  we  account  for  the 
profound,  fubmiflive  filence,  which  you  and 
your  friends  have  obferved  upon'  a  charge, 
which  called  immediately  for  the  cleareft  re- 
futation, and  would  have  juftified  the  fe- 
vereft  meafures  of  refentment  ?  I  did  not  at- 
tempt to  blaft  your  charadler  by  an  indire6l, 
ambiguous  infmuation,  but  candidly  flated 
to  you  a  plain  fail,  which  ftruck  diredtly 
at  the  integrity  of  a  privy  counfellor,  of  a 
firft  commiffioner  of  the  treafury,  and  of  a 
leading  minifter,  who  is  fuppofed  to  enjoy 
the  firft  fliare  in  his  Majefty*s  confidence.. 
In  every  one  of  thefe  capacities  I  employed. 
th.e  moil  moderate  terms  to  charge  you  with 

Ueachery 
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treachery  "to  your  Sovereign,  and  breach  of 
truft  in  your  office.  I  accufed  you  of  having 
fold  a  patent  place  in  the  collection  of  the 
cuftoins  at  Exeter,  to  one  Mr.  Hine,  who, 
unable  or  unwilling  to  dcpofit  the  whole 
purchafe-money  himfelf,  raifed  part  of  it  by 
contribution,  and  has  now  a  certain  Do<^or 
Brooke  quartered  upon  the  falary  for  one 
hundred  pounds  'a  year. — No  fale  by  the  can- 
dle was  ever  conducted  with  greater  forma- 
lity— I  affirm  that  the  price,  at  whieh  the 
place  was  knocked  down  (and  which,  I  have 
good  reafon  to  think,  was  not  lefs  than  three 
thoufand  five  hundred  pounds)  was,  with 
your  connivance  and  copfent,  paid  to  Colonel 
Burgoyne,  to  reward  him,  I  prefume,  for  the 
decency  of  his  deportment  at  Prefton ;  or  to 
jeimburfe  him,  perhaps,  for  the  fine  of  one 
thoufand  pounds,  which,  for  that  very  de- 
portment, the  court  of  King's  Bench  thought 
proper  to  fet  upon  him. — ^It  is  not  often  that 
the  chief  juftice  and  the  prime  minifter  arc 
fo  ftrangely  at  variance  in  their  opinions  of 
men  and  things. 

I  THANK  God  there  is  not  in  human  na- 
ture a  degree  of  impudence  daring  enough  to 
deny  the  charge  I  have  fixed  upon  you. 
Your   courteous   fecretary  *,   your   confident 

*  Thomas  Bradshaw. 
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tial  architecSl  f  are  filent  as  the  grave.  Evet* 
Mr.  Rigby's  countenance  fails  him.  He  vio- 
lates his  iecond  nature,  and  blufhes  v^hen- 
ever  he  fpeaks  of  you. — Perhaps  the  noble 
Colonel  hiinfelf  will  relieve  you.  No  man 
is  more  tender*  of  his  reputation.  He  is  not 
only  nice,  but  perfectly  fore  in  every  thing 
that  touches  his  honour.  If  any  man,  for 
ejcample,  were  to  accufe  him  of  taking  his 
Hand  at  a  gaming-table,  and  watching,  with 
the  fobereft  attention,  for  a  fair  opportunity 
of  engaging  a  drunken  young  nobleman  at 
piquet,  he  would  undoubtedly  confider  it  as 
an  infamous  afperfion  upon  his  character, 
and  refent  it  like  a  man  of  honour. — Ac- 
quitting him  therefore  of  drawing  a  regular 
and  fplendid  fubfiftence  from  any  unworthy 
pra61:ices,  either  in  his  own  houfe  or  elfe- 
where,  let  me  afk  your  Gtace,  for  what  mili- 
tary merits  you  have  been  pleafed  to  reward 
him  with  a  military  government  ?  He  had 
regiment  of  dragoons,  which  one  would  ima- 
gine, was  at  leaft  an  equivalent  for  any  ferJfj 
vices  he  ever  performed.  Befides,  he  is  but  a 
young  officer  confidering  bis  preferment, 
and,  except  in  his  adivity.at  Prefton,  not  ve- 
ry confpicuous  in  his  profefiion.  But 
feems,.  the  fale  of  a  civil  employment  was  nd 


1 


t  Mr.  Taylor  and  George  Rofs,  the  Scotch  agen 
and  confidante  of  Lord  Mansfield,  ars  faid   to  have 
Rianaged  the  hnf^najf?.  . 
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fCufficient,    and    military    governments,  which 
•were   intended  for   the  fupport   of  worn  out 
•Teterans,  muft  be   thrown  ^into  the  fcale,   to 
-defray    the    eixtenfive  bnbery  of  a    contefled 
election.     Are  thefe  the  fteps  you  take  to  fe- 
cure  to  your  fovereign  the  attachment  of  his 
army  ?     With  what  countenance  dare  you  ap- 
.pear  in  the  royal   pre  fence,    branded  as   you 
are  with  the  infamy  of  a  notorious  breach  of 
trufl  ?     With  what  countenance  can  you  take 
your  feat  at  the  .treifury-board,  orin  covmcil, 
when  you  feel  that  every  circulating  wliifper 
is   at  your  expence    alone,  and  ftabs   you  to 
the  heart  ?     Have  you  a  (ingle  friend  in  parlia- 
ment fo  fhamelefs,  fo  thoroughly  abandoned, 
as  to  undertake    your  defence.     You  know, 
my  Lord,  that  tbt^re  is  not  a  man  in  either 
houfe,    whofe    char^6ler,   however    flagitious, 
would  not  be  ruined  by  mixing  his  reputa- 
tion   with   yours  ;    and  does  not  your  heai't 
inform  you,  that  you  are  degraded  below  the 
condition  of  a  man,  when  you  are  obliged  to 
hear  thefe  infults  with   fubmiffion,  and  even 
to  thank  me  for  my  moderation  ? 

We  are  told,  by  the  highed  judicial  ail* 
■thority,  that  Mr.  Vaughan's  offer  to  pur- 
chafe  the  reveriion  of  a  patent  in  Jamaica 
(which  he  was  otherwife  fufficiently  entitled 
to)  amounted  to  a  high  mifdemeanour.  Be 
it  {o:  and  if  he  deferves  it,  let  him  be  pu- 
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nifhed.  But  the  learned  judge  might  have 
had  a  fairer  opportunity  of  difplaying  the 
powers  of  his  eloquence.  Having  delivered 
himfelf  vv'ith  fo  much  energy  upon  the  crimi- 
nal nature,  and  dangerous  confequences  of 
any  attempt  to  corrupt  a  man  in  your  Grace's 
Nation,  what  would  he  have  faid  to  the  mi- 
nifter  himfelf,  to  that  very  privy  counfellor, 
to  that  firft  commiflioner  of  the  treafury,  who 
does  not  wait  for,  but  impatiently  folicits  the 
touch  of  corruption  ;  who  employs  the 
meanefl  of  his  creatures  in  thefe  honourable 
fervices,  and,  forgetting  the  genius  and  fide- 
lity of  his  fecretary,  defcends  to  apply  to  his 
houfe -builder  for  afliftance  ? 

This  affair,  my  Lord,  will  do  infinite' 
credit  to  government,  if,  to  clear  your  cha- 
ta6ler,  you  fhould  think  proper  to  bring  it 
into  the  houfe  of  Lords,  or  into  the  court  of 
King's  Bench*. — But,  my  Lord,  you  dare  not 
do  either. 

JUNIUS. 

*  A  SHORT  time  before  the  publication  of  the  two  pre- 
ceding letters,  the  Duke  of  Grafton  had  commenced  a 
profecutionagaijpftMr.  Samuel  Vaughan,  for  attempting 
to  corrupt  him  by  an  offer  of  5000I.  for  a  patent  place  in 
Jam.alca.  When  the  rule  to  Ihcw  caufe,  why  an  infor- 
mation fliould  not  be  exhibited  againft  Vaughan,  was  ar- 
gued in  the  King's  Bench,  Nov.  2.7th,  1769,  by  the 
opinion  of  the  four  judges,  the  rule  was  made  abfolute. 
The  following  accurate  extrai^  from  Lord  Mansfield's 
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fpcech  on  the  occafion,  deferves  attention.  "  A  prac- 
*'  tice  of  the  kind  complained  of  here  is  certainly  dif- 
*'  honourable  and  fcandalous. — If  a  man,  (landing  nn- 
■•*  der  the  relation  of  an  officer  under  the  King,  or  of  a 
«*  perfon  in  whom  the  King  puts  confidence,  or  of  a 
*<  minifter,  takes  money  for  the  ufe  of  that  confidence 
<<  the  King  puts  in  him,  he  bafely  betrays  the  King,— . 
*'  he  bafely  betrays  his  trufl — If  tne  King  fold  the 
'**  office,  it  would  be  a<S\ing  contrary  to  the  trufl  the 
"  conflitution  hath  repofed  in  him.  The  conftitution 
«*  does  not  intend  the  crown  fliould  fell  thofe  offices,  to 
*' raife  a  revenue  out  of  them. — Is  it  poffible  to  hefi- 
^*  tate,  wliethcr  this  would  not  be  criminal  in  the  Duke 
•*  of  GrafroH  j — contrary  to  his  duty  as  a  privy  coun- 
*'  fellor  J — contrary  to  his  duty  as  a  minifter  j — contrary 
*'  to  his  duty  as  a  fubjefl  ? — His  advice  fhould  be  free 
**  according  to  his  judgement  j— It  is  the  duty  of  his 
*'  office  5— he  has  fworn  to  it." — Notwithflanding  this, 
the  Duke  is  pofitively  faid  by  Junius  to  have  fold  a  pa- 
tent place  to  Mr.  Hine  for  3500I.  and  yet  was  Lord 
?rivy  Seal  when  this  letter  was  .wxitten.  If  the  houle 
of  commons  had  impeached  the  Duke  as  they  ought  to 
have  done,  Lord  Mansfield  would  have  been  in  a  molt 
ridiculous  fituation.  On  Junius's  diicovery  and  publi- 
cation of  the  Duke's  condufl,  the  proftcution  againft 
Vaughan  was  dropped,  on  purpofe  it  is  faid  to  fave 
both  the  Judge  and  the  Duke. 
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